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NO TOKEN COLLECT 


Blair’s pledge 
to Britain 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Tony Blair yesterday offered the 
country a 10-commitment 
covenant with the British peo- 
ple: a package of promises that 
lie could and would deliver - 
and stand to be judged upon. 

Acknowledging the need to 
create a durable bond of trust 
between new Labour and the 
electorate, the Labour leader 
used the launch of his party’s 
manifesto to play down expec- 
tations, saying he was not 
promising the earth, or magic 
wands. 

He was offering a fresb start 
and. repeatedly borrowing the 
tilie of today's Liberal Demo- 
crat manifesto, he said Labour 
would -make a difference”. 

The specific commitments 
he made, ' 'eluding the five 
core pr*' s on education, 
crime ’ ional Health Ser- 
vice, ’ ‘ and the econ- 
omy ot going to 

revo; people’s lives 

over ud. 

i make Britain 
be- an make a dif- 

fc.i jj to them. Then, 

W 1 ie hack at the 

c- m text, we're going 

tc ' rust us again, be- 

c. : our promises.' 

t was how British 
n.you might find 
’ :ieism and rather 


warned that, hav- 
brnad-based par- 
litical centre and 
"his wur historic op- 
*r blow this oppor- 
low our place in 
a simple as that.” 
.'ss. Mr Blair bold- 
appeal deep into 
; talking up the One 
alien of left-wing 
m, and muscling in 
tr s target audience 
-working majority." 
ing his manifesto, 
jr. Because Britain 


■ Education would be the num- 
ber one priority and the shareof 
national Income spent on It 
would Increase during the course 
of a five-year 'Parfiament Class 
sizes would be cut to less than 
30 for all five, six and seven year- . 

Okfe. 

■ there would be no increase in 

the basic or top rates of Income 
tax. - •••;■ 

■ Labour would get 250,000 
young unemployed people off" 
benefits and imp work. - 

■ Spending on administration In 
the National Health Service would, 
be cut to put more money into 
patient care. 


■keytrade union reftmrsot the 
1980s oh ballots and picketing 
wcxAf be retained. Wberea mch 
jority trf tt® nitewirit woiWbrne 

be. granted ? =•' 

■* The current {ftwernmertfs Ur- 
nation ta rgstof^. par dent would 
be met - - . 

■ Referenduns \«toUbe heldmfe 

year on devolution for Scotland 
end Y/asos. ‘I;.-. 

■ The rigMsof hereditary pews 
to at ar vote in the rtouse of Lords 
would be removed and fife peer 
system would be rewfewed. - - 

■ labour would back Britacfs did 
to host the. 20Q6 World Cup. *: 


Inside: Election countdo^i -page . 
11-15 Leading article 1 , page;21 ; v 
Comment,- page ^ 23 


THE INDEPENDENT HARRIS POLL 


Change since last week 
Labour 52% down 2 

Con 28% down 2 

Ub Dem T4% up 3 

Referendum Pty 3% up 1 
Others 3% 

Hams Research interviewed 1,091 adults face-to-face In their homes 
between 27 and 31 March. 


Desen es Better. Mr Blair said: "It 
sticks up for the interests of the 
many, not the few, for those who 
have to rely on their own mer- 
its, the hard-working majority 
whose interests have often been 
ignored in recent years.” 

' Later, he told TIN'S lunch- 
time news that the lOp starting- 
rate of tax was an objective that 
was not tied to a promised 
limescaJc. But he added: "1 do 
believe ... it's time we let the 
hard-working majority get a 
tax break as welL We will do it 
as soon as wc can." 

Outlining his 10 commit- 
ments. Mr Blair told his Lon- 
don launch press conference 


that education would be the 
number-one priority, delivering 
“the most radical overhaul of 
our education system since 
World War Two". 

In his personal introduction 
to the manifesto, he said: “I 
want a Britain which we all feel 
part of, in whose future we all 
Have a stake, in which what I 
want for my own children Twain 
for yours." 

Asked by 77r«? Independent 
whether that meant a London 
Oratory school in every town or 
local schools that would be 
good enough for his own chil- 
dren, Mr Blair took up the 
personal challenge: “Can I say 


what I want for my children and 
for yours? I don't want second 
best for my kids, an I don’t want 
second best for yours. And the 
way to gel that is to raise stan- 
dards in all our schools." 

The manifesto said: “No mat- 
ter where a school is, Labour 
will not tolerate under-achieve- 
ment ... Where authorities are 
deemed to be failing, the Sec- 
retary of State may suspend the 
relevant powers of toe LEA and 
send in an improvement team.” 

That was one of a number of 
changes made since last year’s 
draft manifesto. New Labour. 
New Life for Britain. Other 
changes contributed towards a 
further softening of Labour’s 
past. 

For example, New Life said: 
“Democratic socialism is not 
about high taxes on ordinary 
famili es." Yesterdays Britain 
Deserves said: “New Labour is 
not about high taxes on ordinary 
families." 

Over time, “high and stable 
levels of employment" has itself 
replaced Labour's traditional 
commitment to foil employment 
- a centrepiece of the all-party 
post-war settlement. Other 
Labour icons have been even less 
durable. The New Ufe vision of 
"a stakeholder Britain” has last- 
ed no more than a few years - 
and, like “socialism" cannot be 
found in the new manifesto. , 

John Major yesterday pre- 
empted the manifesto, saying it 
was not so much a contract as 
a con-trick. “What's left out is 
more important than what’s 
left in: that in six weeks, they'll 
sell out in Europe: in three 
months, they’ll raise billions of 
pounds in tax; in twelve months, 
they'll hand more power back 
to the unions." 

Paddy Ashdown, who this 
morning launches his mani- 
festo, Make a Difference, ac- 
cused Mr Blair of breaking a 
“vow” on education spending. 

In a determined effort to be 
specific in its promises the Lib- 




Manifesto destiny: Mr Blair at the launch yesterday of the party’s package of promises 


Photograph: David Rose 



Fox, rhino and headless chicken -jnow 
the campaign is getting really serious 


Playing chicken: Noel Flanagan yesterday Phctogaph: Craig Easton 


Steve Boggan 

“I'm here to raise the level of 
debate," said the plastic rhi- 
noceros. “So far today, the 
whole thing has just been foil of 
people dressed up as animals." 

In some respects, sadly, the 
rhinoceros was right. It was to 
have been Tony Blair's big day 
- the launch of Labour's man- 
ifesto, the day the radical mod- 
erate sold New Labour to 
Britain. 

Instead, it became dominat- 
ed by a farcical chicken ran in- 
volving two chickens, two bears, 
a fox and toe big rhino - which 
started in London and ended 
400 miles away in Scotland. 

That was when the chicken - 
an invention of the Conserva- 
tive Party to highlight its claim 
lhai-Mr Blair is afraid of a tele- 
vision debate - had its head 
pulled off by Freddie the Fox, 


a Daily Mirror man in a fluffy 
costume. 

All day. Labour spin doctors 
tried as hard to turn media at- 
tention from the animals as the 
Tories had begged to have 
sleaze removed from the agen- 
da. But, in some ways, they were 
to blame. 

The menagerie had its roots 
in the Tories’ claims that Mr 
Blair was chicken - something 
he denies, lb ram home the par- 
ty’s point, senior lories dressed 
non-voter Noel Flanagan, 39, an 
out-of-work musician, in a 
chicken costume and request- 
ed passes for him to attend 
Labour events. 

To their surprise. Labour’s 
top spin doctor, Aiastair Camp- 
bell granted the passes, ex- 
pecting to be able to upstage the 
Tories at some point 

Trouble began, however, 
when the Tory chicken was un- 


veiled near the Commons. For, 
laying in wait was a large head- 
less chicken hired by The Dai’ 
fy Mirror. Inevitably, a fight 
ensued, ending only when Alex 
Aiken, the Conservative Chief 
Press Officer, wrestled ■ the 
headless chicken to the ground. 

An hour later, the chicken 
failed to turn up for toe un- 
veiling of Labour's manifesto at 
the Institute of Civil Engineers 
m Westminster - it had, ap- 
parently filled in its application 
form incorrectly -but two bears 
were there instead. “Vfc’re from 
the Bear Alliance," said one. 
“We’re holding picnics for MPs 
outside Parliament," said, the 
other. “But we only want to dis- 
cuss the bare issues.” 

Within minutes, they were 
joined by toe Doily Minor's fox 
and the rhino, apparently hired 
by the London Everting Stan - ' 
daref s Londoners Diary. 


But fry thefa the Tbiy chick- 
en was in a taxi bound for 
Heathrow airport and a ren- 
dezvous with- Mr Blair in Stir- 
ling - the 'constituency of 
Michael Forsyth, Secretary of 
State for Scotland - later in the 
day. It got within yards of Mr 
Blair but was no match for i 
Freddy the Fox. “I had him for 
dinner, just as Tbny Blair will 
have the lories for dinner” I 
said Freddy.' 

Quick as a : flash. Labour spin 
doctors had* invited the Ibry 
chicken for dinner with the 
Labour Leader. 

In a letter aimed at Conser- 
vative Central office, they 
wrote: “We understand that 
you might want to ask Brian 
Mnwhinney for permission, but 
we're sure he’ll want to avoid 
headlines that say: ‘Chicken 
Chicken, ducks out of dinner 
with Tbny.' " 
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"BEST ROMANTIC 
COMEDY OF THE YEAR 
FUNNY— TENDER... 

UTTERLY TRUTHFUL'' 
•IWWBt lM W -v, 


"VERY HIGHLY 
RECOMENDED 

CHARMING AND FUNWV" 


"A 

GREAT 
FILM" 

*W« fMJTMOt Of 
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BCCI fraud 

The perpetrator of the world s 
biggest fraud - over the collapse 
of the Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce 1 International - faced 
prison and the loss of up to 
COm of his fortune after being 
convicted of swindling investors 

lU1 lof£SU0m. Page 25 

King Kohl runs again 

Helmut iCohl wrong-footed his 

critics by saying that he in- 
tends to become the longest- 
serving chancellor by running 
for re-election next year. 

Page 16 


IRA alerts cause motorway gridlock 


Ian Burrell 

The IRA was blamed yesterday 
for causing the tenor alert which 
led to toe closure of three of 
Britain’s motorways and affect- 
ed the journeys of hundreds of 
thousands of motorists. 

Security experts said that the 
IRA hud 'embarked on a pre- 
election terror campaign de- 
signed to undermine Britain's 
infrastructure. They predicted 
that future targets could include 


gasworks, waterworks and tele- 
phone exchanges. 

Yesterday’s alert was rimed to 
cause maximum economic dis- 
ruption, severing Britain's main 
road links between north and 
south for the entire working day. 
Following a series of aided 
phone warnings at Sam, police 
were forced to close off 30 miles 
of motorway, around the junc- 
tion of toe Ml and toe Mb and 
the junction of the M6 and M5. 

Hundreds of people were 


evacuated from homes and 
businesses alongside the Ml and 
M6, and bomb-disposal experts 
carried out three controlled 
explosions of suspect packages. 

West Midlands police con- 
finned yesterday afternoon that 
a device found under an ele- 
vated section of the M6 was a 
“viable bomb" with the poten- 
tial to cause loss of life. Bomb 
disposal experts carried out 
controlled explosions to neu- 
tralise toe device at junction 


nine of toe motorway near 
Bescot, WilsalL Later police re- 
vealed that they had discovered 
a second bomb at the junction. 
Detectives said its detonator 
had exploded but the bomb it- 
self had not detonated. 

Northamptonshire police 
said that two harmless packages, 
blown up by explosives experts, 
had been planted to make po- 
lice believe they were bombs. 

The terror afertcame only a 
week after the twin bomb attack 


on Wiimslcrw railway station and 

an alert at Doncaster station 
which shut the main east-coast 
railway line for several hours.; 

The Prime Minister, who 
was on a general-election cam- . 
paign tour of toe Scottish Bor- 
ders, said: “It looks as though 
it. was the IRA playing silly 
games!" John Major told jour- 
nalists at Gretna Green: “I re- 
gret that. I think most people 
know what the IRA are.” 

Catch for IRA, page 4 
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Boys who killed mother 
given release date 

A teenager who helped his brother and lather murder his mother is 
likely to be released from custody in just five and a half years, it 
was revealed yesterday. 

John Howells, 16, was convicted of murdering his domineering 
mother Evelyn at Leeds Crown Court in February. His brother, 
Glenn, 17, and father David, 48, were also convicted of the murder 
at their home in Huddersfield, in August 1995. 

The boys, who bludgeoned their mother to death with a hammer 
when they were just 14 and 15, were given indefinite terms in 
custody by Mr Justi ce AllioL He sentenced their father to life for 
the “appalling crime”. But John’s solicitor, Gordon Perfitt, 
revealed the Lord Chief Justice had recommended to the Home 
Secretary that John serve seven years and Glenn 10. The father, 
who the judge said was the instigator of the crime, was not thought 
to have received his recommendation. All three have already 
served 18 months in custody, which will be knocked 1 off the final 
recommendation if it is confirmed by the Home Secretary. 

Gulf syndrome delay defended 

Britain's Surgeon General at the rime of the war with Iraq 
yesterday defended the Government’s long delay in launching a full 
investigation of Gulf Wfo- illness. Sir Peter Beale, now chief 
medical adviser to the British Red Cross, said it took a long time to 
find enough sufferers to warrant a major study. He said that during 
the conflict, sickness rates were unremarkable, and it was only 18 
to 24 months later that he became aware of a campaign by Iawyezs 
to recognise the syndrome. Despite widespread appeals, only 15 
sufferers came forward, too s mall a number to show any pattern of 
Alness, and it was not until January 1997 that 1,100 had been 
registered and 920 seen and investigated. The Government has 
now agreed to full epidemiological studies. 

Grieving parents’ murder plea 

The parents of murdered 
A-Ievel student Nicola 
Dixon (pictured )yesterday 
renewed their appeal for 
help in tracking down their 
daughter's killer. A £23,000 
reward has been offered for 
information leading to the 
arrest and conviction of the 
person responsible for 
bludgeoning the 17-year- 
old to death at Trinity Hill, 
Sutton Coldfield, on New 
Year's Eve. “Someone must 
be shielding the murderer,” 
said Rita Dixon, a 46-year- 
old teacher. “The senseless 
murder of our precious daughter has devastated us, we can not rest 
until the killer is arrested and in prison. Nicola deserves justice.” 
Anyone who can help is urged to contact police on 0121-322 6104. 

Army appalled by racial allegations 

The Army moved last night to limit the fallout from fresh 
allegations of racial abuse, which came just days after a highly 
critical report by the Commission for Racial Equality gave the 
MoD a year to show real commitment to racial equality and 
tolerance or face legal action. Army sources said they were 
appalled by the allegations made by 18-year old Royal Green 
Jackets Rifleman Give Walker that his bed and possessions had 
been the subject of a vicious, racially motivated attack last week. 
However, they said he had not told officers he had been attacked 
himself, as reported in same newspapers yesterday, and that they 
had not heard the allegations that he bad been squirted with a fire 
extinguisher and then scrubbed with a broom “to make him white”. 
An investigation is under way. Christopher Bellamy 

Sign that speaks in tongues 

Future visitors to the Black Country will need an interpreter even 
before they arrive. For while a road sign written in the much- 
mocked regional dialect will raise a laugh from locals, it will be 
gobbledygook to anyone else. “If yuwm saft enuff ter cum dahn 
'ere agooin wura, yowr lay ull be spile V reads the sign at the 
approach to a major road development in Dudley, in the West 
Midlands. Translated, it means: “If you're daft enough to come 
down here on your way home, your tea will be spoflc.'’ 

Dudley council leaders have decided that since there is no 
alternative route on which to send motorists to enable them to 
avoid delays, they will humour them instead. The message is, they 
say, designed to warn locals of an impending construction scheme 
in a language they wfli understand. Clare Gamer 
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Perfect skin promised 
in a scar-free future 

Scars from burns a nd wounds may become a thing of 
within a decade, say scientists who are dose to under 



whereas in adults, cells from ihe itnmune’ system cation ... 
macrophages promote regrowth. However, the macrophage?. Arc 
less controlled than the original cells in controlling i*tee»wthj~ 
leading to the cxcessivebut unspccialixcd tissue ihat forms a sear, 
Dr Martin believes that doctors will eventually he able -to. control 
the restoration process by using the same chemical “signals” .that 
embryos use on wounds. . ' CtrartesjArthur 


S African wme exports boom 



came in 






. JL, mother of triplets whose expedition to the North 
•'MJk Pole almost ended hi disaster told yesterday how 
M Jkshe survived a five-minute plunge into the freez- 
ing Arctic Ocean. 

Attn Daniels, 32, part of an ail-female relay tram tey- 
fog fo reach the Potorfell through the ice as she sided 
with the other women. She recafted:"We knew it was 
thin ice, and when the ice started breaking up I knew 
i was going to fan in. 1 couldn't turn round and go back. 

"Gradually I started to go down and down and down. 
Luckily my head didn’t go under. All 1 could think about 
was how I was' going to get out” 

■ Rating death, she remembered the advice her hus- 
band Jez had given her before she set off- “When I left 
my husband, he saM to me, ‘tf things get bad. stay catm*. 

I started to pull myself out and on the third attempt 1 
managed to haul myself out 

‘When I was in the water, my thoughts were too me- 
chanical to fear for my Ufa Afterwards I only thought 
about getting warm.” 

Mrs Daniels, from Bradford, was speaking after ar- ~ 
riving at Heathrow having successfully completed her 
part of the McVItte's Polar Relay, and was looking for- 
ward to befog reunited with her three-year-o0 triplets 
Joseph, Lucy and Rachel. 

She said ft had been a difficult decision to leave them 
at home with her husband, but she added that they had 
been her inspiration. *1 have so much toteD them how 
and so much to teach them, and my journey wM be a 
lesson for them in later IHe. I wanted toteach my chil- 
dren that you have to live life to thefoD and grab every 
opportunity that comes along. I would tove them to have 
the dunce to do something Bke this fo the future.” 

Her husband^ a 35-year-old safety officer, said: TAnn 


Conran in Power 
struggle over 
Zinc trademark 

A four-fetter word has come between 
two men deemed synonymous with a 
good evening out in London. 

Sir Terence Conran, the stylish 
restaurateur, has launched legal 
action against Vince Power, who 
owns the Mean Fiddler chain of 
concert venues Including The Forum 
in Kentish Town and The Grand in 
Clapham. At issue is Mr Power's new 
bar, Zn, which was known as the 
Zfocbar when it opened in KJIbum 
High Road last December. According 
to a High Court writ issued last week, 
Sir Terence (pictured) has been the 
registered owner of the Zinc 
trademark, when the name is used in 
relation to restaurants, cates and 
wine bars, since June 1 995. 

The trademark was registered to 
protect his latest business venture, a 
chain of French-style cafes to be 
called the Zinc Bar and GrilL The first 
is due to open just off Regent Sheet 
in August and will provide seating for 
120 people. 

He is unhappy that the Mean 
Fiddler’s venture conflicts with his 
own. Although the Zincbar has 
changed its name to Zn, the chemical 
symbol for zinc, in an attempt to avert 


had always wanted to do somethifoBiBiiettiife arid jFjirir. 
couraged her to go. But we wouHLaotrfefc dofog any- 
thing Bke tois together; becausat th&t would riaktha 
childrens’ future. ■ ' . • ' : ' ' : ' , :: 

"If you asked the chOdren wh&e their mother wear 
they would have tokf you ^he wasJnthe North f Pqte 
They are very excited about her aiming bome^tobafa. 

Returning to Br&afri yesterday OantelS. a£ 

ter more fcan a mcmtii ' a “ “ * 

Fletcher; 31 , from County>V«xfoidfor 
Be, Jan McConnac, 27, from Suribury; 
year-old Sue Fidliiove/from Londorv 
They were the first of^ve four-strongtoamar .. 

their stretch of the t .OOO fdkjrnetratrek to thoTpole. 
fog house-sized pressure ridges on what was 
ed as the toughest leg, they battled 60 mjtes — 
the ice cap in 16 days - twice as fv as foey taU 
scheduled to go. 

a } also took an unwefcbma dfp fo ihe 
a few days before Mrs Daniois’ phinge; 
ndy day with poor vistbiOty. (put my foot 
ft looked as though ft was frozen end fell 
• my waist,” she said, , . * " ! ."_*** . • 

fid ice, she said, die roJIedberself fo the 
snow in temperatures of about -30C%x gd rid of the 
worst of.the water. . . .7 : .!*. • ■« c- 

Despite foe dappers of the art 
women sfodfoj^fiaa enjoyaSSiew^^,^.. 


Sooth African wine sales are 
booming in Britain sod other . 
European markets which once 
dnumed the products of sparthaUL 
The leading wine cooperative, KWy 
said in its animal report released 
yesterday that cspoiVvolmna rose 
by 35 per cent and value rose by 
about 50 per coot in 1996. KWY, 
based in Paart in the Cape 
vrindauds, said exports rose to LL1 
mtllimn cases in 1996, earning the 
country 550m Rand (£80m) in 
foreign exchange, compared with 


As recently as 1990, annual 
exports totalled onty 855,000 cases. 

KWV said Sooth African wine was bow being exported to 60 
countries around the world, with the European Union the biggest 
single consumer: 


HEALTH 

Britain branded sick man of Europe 

Britain is one of the unheal thiest nations in western f-urope, 
according to a new league table. ! '• !' 

A high number of deaths from cancer and drculatory f -s 

put Britain 15th in a list of 27 countries in the world, the' •« 
publication Healthcare International reported. Even the’ 
expectancy figures were respectable, Britain still laggel 
countries like Mexico and Taiwan. The rankings look 1 
into account including deaths from cancer, infection, hi 
respiratory disease. Bad diet, particularly and the amom 
processed foods was thought to be blame for Britain's A 
showing. According to Lhe study, Sweden was the heal til 
in the world and South Africa and India were the least! 


Arctic/ 
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.Breakthrough dose on solar 


tastic.Ybu felr on ahigh the whofo tftyiwl"^. r^y ^ 

tackling the second of the expedfkoi^whk^s due 

to reach the North Pole in-iiune. - - . 


Joni Mitchell’s 
mother and 
child reunion 

The singer Joni Mitchell was 
yesterday celebrating finding 
the daughter she gave up for 
adoption 32 years ago. The 
daughter, who was also 
engaged in a search for her 
natural mother, Is a model 
who is said to have inherited 
the star’s looks. 

“Apparently her daughter 
was looking for her, too, so 
there’s sort of a fairy tale end- 
ing," MftcheH’s father, Bill An- 
derson, said from his home in 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. 
"We’ve seen pictures and you 
can see the similarities.” 

Mitchell’s only child was 
conceived while she was an 
art student living in Calgary. 
Her parents weren’t told 
about the pregnancy until at 
least two years after the birth. 

Neither Mitchell nor the . 
child's fattier, Brad McMalh, 
had seen their daughter since 
she put up for adoption. "We 
really didn’t want to get mar- 
ried and settle down,” said 
Mr McMalh, a Toronto 
photographer. DaWd lister 



trouble, the writ still stands pending 
further legal advice. Joel Kissin, 
managing director of Conran 
Restaurants, said: "What does Zn 
mean? They've said anybody with Ar 
levels or whatever will know what that 
means - zinc. So they haven’t 
changed it Supposing you opened a 
restaurant called Crown, and Terence 
Conran said he had that registered 
and you used a picture of a crown. H 
would still be a representation. What 
they have done is put a representation 
of zinc but it's still ana" Louise Jury 


, The start ofmass prodnct i oa of solar cells made with si 
be the beginnings' of truly commercial cost-effective sola 
according to an American expert. 

The efforts of three companies in the US and Japan to 
“amorphous silicon” solar cells this year for use on hons 
that the industry is dose to breaking through the cost-ef 
barrier, says Christopher Wronksi, a professor of microe 
materials and devices at Penn State University. “The nex 
five years could determine the foture of this industry” b. 

Amorphous silicon solar cells consist of a conducting I 
three very thin films of silicon-based material, in which t 
layer is electrically neutral and the outer two have opposi 
electrical properties. When the sun’s rays hit the layers, t 
of the light moves electrons between them, generating d« 

However, the efficiency - the ratio of incident energy in th 
compared to electrical output- is between 10 and 14 per 4 
industrial products. Charld 

IMMUNOLOGY ) 

Siblings less prone to allergies \ 

Children with older brothers and sisters are less likely to develop 
allergies such as asthma, hay fever and eczema, research in Italy \ 
indicates. The researchers from the Laboratory for Immunology air. 
Allergy, in Pomezia, Rome, suggest that the reason for their reduced 
susceptibility could be that; by mixing with their siblings, the children 
are exposed to common childhood illnesses at an earlier age than 
average and this confers a degree of protection. A second report, 
from Aarhus University Hospital, Denmark, shows that children who 
me born more than a week late and at higher than average birth 
weight are at increased risk of these disorders. Both reports appear 
in tomorrow’s British Medical JoumaL Annabel Ferrkrian 
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David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

New-found harmony in the British film 
industry has been punctured by an 
accusation from an award-winning 
young film-maker that the establish- 
ment tried to block finance for his new 
movie because it satirises them. 

And certainly. Stiff Upper Ups, by 
Gary Sinyor, who won a bet newcomer 
award for the acclaimed Leon The Pig ' 
Farmer . is a merciless parody of some" 
of the best-known jfcriotFdram&s^X 

Merchant Ivory films such as A 
Room with a Mew and Remains iffdte' 
Day receive savage treatment, as does 
Sir David Puttnam’s Oscar-winning 
Chariots of Fire. 

The new film opens nation-wide in 
June, but has already opened the- 
^Bradford film festival where an exit poll 
' found that 60 per cent of the audience 
thought it -‘excellent". Its satire is some- 
times heavy-handed, but the film crit- 
ic of Time Out, the London listings 
magazine has described it as “a de- 
lightfully irreverent and consistently 
funny parody of British period drama." 

It has a star cast including Peter Usti- 
nov. Prunella Scales, Rank Finlay, Sam 
West and Georgina Catos, But yes- 
• terday Mr Sinyor. a past winner of the 
Evening Sumaard best newcomer and 
Edin burgh Film Festival awards, said 
promised lottery funding of £lro was 
cancelled when it was realised that film 
industry luminaries were to be mocked. 

The opening scene parodies the 
Chariots Of Fire running race in a Cam- 
bridge quadrangle. The race is wrecked 
when a “toff" wanders in front of one 
of the runners who trips over him. 

f Meanwhile, a Cambridge don is look- 




ing- out of a window rhapsodising 
about finermm»^.buttodB. 

Mr Sinyor said yesterday. “Sir 
David- is. a member .of. tfre iptlexy 
board and would not have been en- 
amoured by the parody. Ws were sent 
the film lottery board’s assessor’s re-? 
port recommending that the film re- 
ceive £Im loaeryfimdmg. Ws went out 
and raised £l.wn private funding on 
the basis that the lottery deal was on. 
We passed all the various committees, 
but then we ^ot to the old guard. And 


like joka being made at theirexpense. 

“To our amazement we were told we 
hadn’t got the money. I had to goto 


Peter Ustinov and the rest of the cast 
cap in hand He took a pay cut, the bud- 
gets were entail round, and I bad to 
sell the Spanish »nH Italian rights. Prof- 
its that would have come from those 
. tarinsiesbadctoBzit^hinvestoiswia 
now stay in Spain and Italy."" 

Sir David Puttnam said last night: 
y It is nonsense to suggest that offence 
was taken at being parodied. Maybe 
it makes him more comfortable to 
think that But is this the same Gary 
Sinyorwho wrote to me thank in g me 
- for starting him in the film industry?" 

Mr SmyoF responded yesterday; 
u Tes t in the early stages of my career 
l<hd worship the ground he trod on. 


Top: Hie qu at fr angte scene from Sir 
David Puttnam's Oscar- winning fBm, 
Chariots of Fire (Photograph: Kobe! 
Collection) the same scene paraded 
Stiff Upper Up, with a “toff" wreck- 
ing the race fry wandering out in 
front of one of the rimers, who then 
trips over him ; and Sir David Put- 
tnam (above) 


But once you see your heroes dose up, 
maybe they’re no longer so heroic.” 

77ie Independent has seen the totteiy 
board assessor’s coodusions. Signed by 
Shelly Bancroft, independent assessor 
to the Arts Council, it lists the appli- 
cation as for £lm and states: ”1 rec- 
ommend this application for an award 
—Stiff Upper Ups is a British comedy, 
a ch eerfaDy irreverent send-up of the 
British dass system and dass snobbery, 
involving scenes which parody British 
‘period’ films such as Chariots Of Fire 
and the Merchant Ivory films.” 

An Arts Council spokeswoman said 
last night-. “David Puttnam wasn’t 
even in the discussion which decided 


news 


British take 
top prize in 
richest race 
in the world 


against the application. The assessor 
did recommend that it be supported, 
but expressed very severe reserva- 
tions about the quality of the film. It 
is not an assessor we use any more. In 
financial terms the film didn’t fulfill any 

of our requirements. There was no 
means by which the Aits Council 
could have recouped its investment, 
and the film was going to be made in 
the Isle of Man which is technically out- 
side the EG” ■ 

In fact, the film was shot in London, 
Italy and India as well as the Isle of Man, 
and has a certificate saying it is a 
British film. In addition the assessor’s 
report while admitting the film may not 
win awards or have the cachet of the 
film s it is sending up, says “it seems to 
have a great deal of potential for a 
British audience” andgoes on to say that 
such a provocative film should be sup- 
ported as “a British film for the British 
public funded by the British public." 

Mr Sinyor, 34, is open in his scep- 
ticism about the success of the films 
promoting a traditional view of Britain. 
“I frankly think it’s maintained by The 
English Patient." he said. “Everything 
is upper class and tight-lipped.” 

Chi 14 and 15 April, Mr Sinyor will 
be teaching a course in London for as- 
piring film-makers. He will be in- 
structing them on how to take on the 
British film establishment. He said yes- 
terday: “If you want to make films in 
this country, you need to know some 
basic practicalities. Where to go when 
the usual suspects say no. How to get 
private Investment. How to make the 
film you want for less money than you 
actually have. How you approach an 
actor behind an agent’s bade. How to 
break a few rules and still be honest" 


Greg Wood 

Many of Britain’s traditional in- 
diwtri es have dodinedm recent 
vears, but its racehorses re- 
main a match far the best in the 

world. . . . Vl 

Singspiel framed in New- 
market by Michael Stoutc, 
tame home first yesterday in the 
Dubai World Cup, the richest 
event in racing history with a 
first prize of£l4m, to' take hk 
career earnings to more than 
£33 m. a record for a horse 
trained in Europe. 

The sport’s hazards for horse 
and rider were demonstrated 
both in Dubai and at Aintrec, 
however, where. tbe opening day 
of the Grand National meeting 
left one horse dead, another se- 
riously injured, and three jock- 
eys in hospital for X-rays on 
suspected broken bones. 

In Dubai, thf tiny Gulf emi- 
rate which stages the World 
Cup, two horses fell on the turn 
for home. Bijou DTnde, trained 
in Yorkshire and a winner tit 
Royal Ascot last year, was un- 
harmed. but Hokuta Vega, a 
marc who had travelled from 
Japan for yesterday’s race, 
broke her near-fore fetlock and 
was humanely destroyed. 

Michael Kinane, one of the 
worlds most successful jockeys, 
was riding Luso in the race. “It 
was pretty close down the 
back,” he said. “The Japanese 
was short of room and he tried 
to angle out. It was a gutsy ef- 
fort bui there was no margin for 
error and he paid a high price 
for getting it wrong." Neither 
riders were seriously hurt. 

The first race of the week 
over the big fir fences of Ain- 
tree's Grand National course 
also endured its share of mis- 
fortune. A melee at the first ob- 
stacle left three riders, Carl 
Llewellyn, Jamie Evans and 
Robert Thornton, in need of 
treatment at Liverpool's Raza- 
kerly Hospital Llewellyn re- 
quired X-rays on his left hand, 
Evans injured his left knee but 
was passed fit to ride Mugoni 
Beach in tomorrow's National 
while Thornton sustained a sus- 
pected fracture to his left col- 
larbone. 

Their mounts were un- 
fa aimed, but later In the race. 


Coonawarra, ridden by the for- 
mer champion jockey Richard 
Dunwnody. broke a leg at the 
most famous fence on the 
course, Bechers Brook, and 
was destroyed. 

Earlier," Dutwoody was 
aboard One Mon, one of the 
most popular chasers in train- 
ing. when the grey broke a 
blood vessel in ttic Marl ell 
Cup. hut the injure should not 
cause any long-term damage. 

Another runner in Coon- 
awarra s nux\ The Frog Prince, 
was pulled up with a suspected 
fracture high on his near-fore leg. 
HLs life fatngs in the balance, as 
the racecourse prepares to stage 
what is the most famous steeple- 


4 Against all 
the odds, Sheikh 
Mohammed 
persuaded the 
runners to 
remain in 
Dubai 9 


chase in the world, and also one 
of the most controversial. 

Demonstrations hv animal 
rights activists are now an in- 
evitable feature of National 
day. and played at least a part 
in the abandonment of the 
race four years ago after two 
false starts. 

Dry weather and firm ground 
will not be welcome as runners 
start to fall tomorrow after- 
noon. The course at Liverpool 
might appreciate a little or the 
rain which caused the post- 
ponement of the Dubai World 
Cup from its original date last 
Saturday. 

Against all the odds. Sheikh 
Mohammed pereuaded the run- 
ners and riders to remain in 
Dubai for a further five days, 
and his persistence was richly re- 
warded since he is the owner of 
SingspieL The bulk of the £L5m 
purse for yesterday’s event, put 
up by the sheikh, will thus re- 
main in his bank account. 







The original 1907 Grand National 
waas up for auction last night Photograph: Craig Easton 
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Child epilepsy drug much more risky than previously thought 



Annabel Fterrinian 

An epDepsy dreg wlrich can 
cause side-effects, including a 
skin reaction similar to thud de- 
cree hums - and in rare cases 
may be fatal — presents a greater 
risk to children than was first 
thought, doctors were warned 

yesterday. , . . , 

Scientists at the dreg giant 
Glaxo Wellcome have discos. 


ered that side effects of Lam- 
ictal occur in between t»K in 100 
and one in 300 cases.- rather than 
the one in 1,000 occurrence that 
they previously thought. 

The company has issued a 
warning to every doctor in the 
country to be on the alert for re- 
actions. Almost 30,000 pre- 
scriptions were .written out for 
children in the UK last year, and 
207,000 for adults/though the 


mmiber of people taking the 
,<frng will be substantially few- 
er (because many have several 

prescriptions a year). They are 

being told to see their doctor if 
’they notice a rash. 

A spokesman for Glaxo said 
yesterday that the. drug bad 
been taken by more than 
SOQrOODpeopIe^ world-wide, and 

had resahed in less than five 

deaths, none of which were in 


tlrc UK. He said: “It is difficult 
*to be sore if the deaths were 
finked to the drag because peo- 
ple taking h, will be taking a 
cocktail of dhxgs and will have 
risks associated with their illness 
as well. Untreated epilepsy can 
be fatal 

“Wfe are not changing our 
opinion of the safety profiteof 

the incidence of sldn^^fon is 


higher in children ... if a patient 
develops any sign of a rash, they 
should see their doctor and let 
him evaluate if it is drug-re lal- 
ed. It is important that pa- 
tients do not stop taking the 
treatment without first con- 
sulting their doctor.” 

Lamictal, whose generic 
name is lamotrigme, was first K- 
censed in Britain in 1991 and is 
especially useful as an add-on 


dreg for patients with hard-to- 
control seizures. In feet, the 
company only has a licence for 
it as an add-on medication in 
children under 12. The drug has 
recognised side- effects which, in 
rare cases, can indude two ex- 
tremely serious skin rash reac- 
tions. One, Slevens-Johnson 
syndrome, produces fever and 
blistering. The other, more se- 
rious. condition, called toxic epi- 


dermal necrolysis, can produce 
skin peeling on the same scale 
as that caused by third-degree 
bums. Patrick Vallance, pro- 
fessor of clmical pharmacology 
at University College London, 
said yesterday: “This drug rep- 
resents a significant advance in 
the management of epDepsy and 
has been useful. Epilepsy has 
been a neglected area and the 
development of new drugs has 


made doctors take notice and 
treat it more seriously. 

He added: “But the problem 
of lamotroginc in children high- 
lights the general problem we 
have about prescribing drugs ... 
there are not vety good systems 
for testing drugs in children, be- 
cause of the understandable re- 
luctance of doctors to conduct 
clinical trials in children." 
Glaxo shares hit page 24 
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Eurotunnel 
admits to 

delays in 

fire rescue 


Motorway gridlock: New terrorist tactic brings three of Britain’s busiest roads to a halt 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


Eurotunnel, the operator of 
train services through the Chan- 
nel Tunnel, will spend more than 
£20ra installing firefighting 
equipment and updating safe- 
ty procedures after admitting 
yesterday that there were 
"avoidable delays" in evacuat- 
ing passengers from a blazing 
train in November. 

The company said it was act- 
ing on the findings of an inter- 
nal inquiry into the fire. Thirty- 
four people were rescued by 
firemen from the blaze, which 
destroyed 125 lorry wagons and 
melted tracks and signalling. 

“We have, of course, learned 
lessons from this incident," said 
Patrick Ponsolle, Eurotunnel's 
French co-chairman. “We have 
already implemented a number 
of important changes inproce- 
dures, equipment, manning lev- 


the train was evacuated imm e- 
. diately following a controlled 
stop". Before yesterdays report, 
the company had Insisted a 
burning train should race non- 


stop through the tunnel . 
The report also ret 


The report also recom- 
mended that lorries boarding 
Eurotunnel’s trains should be 
subject to rigorous inspections. 
French investigators have cen- 
tred their inquiries on a Tony 
wagon carrying Cornflakes. 

In an apparent snub to the 
Channel Tunnel Safety Au- 
thority, which has to certificate 
the new procedures, Eurotun- 
nel will not replace its contro- 
versial open-sided carriages. 
Critics c laim the design of the 
wagons would fan the flames of 
a burning train as it roared 


els and t raining to improve 
further the protection of pas- 


further the protection of pas- 
sengers, employees and the 
tunnel itself." 

The cause of the fire, which 
cost the company £200m in re- 
pairs and loss of revenue, is still 
being investigated by a French 
magistrate. Eurotunnel yester- 
day ruled out mechanical fail- 
ure as a cause. “There are two 
possibilities. The first is that the 
fire was caused by a failure of 
the lorries' equipment The 
second was that it was caused 
by a c riminal act," said Mr 
Ponsolle. 

Executives said they planned 
to reopen Shuttle services by 
June and would put in place the 
new safety measures by May. 
The report recommends pas- 
sengers are issued with smoke 
hoods and that the 50km tun- 
nel is Imed with water sprinklers. 

Also highlighted by the in- 
quiry were a number of failures 
in emergency procedures. The 
company said it would spend 
more than £lm a year to im- 
prove staff training. Eurotunnel 
also admitted the safety of pas- 
sengers “would be improved if 


through the tunneL “We do not 
consider the designs to be un- 
safe," said Robert Malpas, Eu- 
rotunnel's British chairman. 
Eurotunnel, which has a further 
72 wagons of simil ar design on 
order, has long argued that the 
increased weight of a covered 
wagon and a 44-ton lorry would 
be too heavy for its tracks. 

Executives dismissed claims 
that Eurotunnel had previous- 
ly put profits before safety. 
“We spent £lbn alone on the 
emergency-service tunnel which 
saved all those lorry drivers' 
lives. We are committed to a 
safe system," said Mr Malpas. 

The company is confident its 
findings will be approved by the 
Inter-Governmental Commis- 
sion, staffed fay transport civil 
servants from France, Belgium- 
and Britain, but accepted it 
might make “ min or modifica- 
tions". “It is unlikely that any de- 
cision will be made before the 
general, election," said a com- 
pany spokesman. 

Eurotunnel also accepted 
that some drivers had refused 
to use the service until safety 
had been reviewed. “I am not 
surprised," said Mr Malpas. 
“But you only have to see that 
our tourist traffic leapt 21 per 
cent last month to know that 
customers are coining back." 
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It only took a few phone calls and thfir 
IRA had claimed more than250,000 
new victims yesterday. AlthOughoo. 
bomb was planted and no one was in- 
jured, thecall led to the closure of three 
British motorways. 

The chaos began at 8am with mes- 
sages to two hotels at Wdsall, tiose id 
junction 9 of the M6. AShnflar call was 
made in TOrwkkshire. The messages 
contained an IRA password and warn- 
ing which prompted an operation in- 
volving bomb-disposal experts and 
four police forces. Thousands of mo- 
torists were diverted as the Ml was 
dosed between junctions 17 and 19 in 
Northamptonshire and at junction 20 

police dosed the M6 between junctions 
seven and 10, and the M5 was also shut 
from junction one to its intersection 
With junction eight of the M6. Dogs, . 
firearms officers and explosive ex- 
perts began scouring the carriageway 
as a^k^faouThelicopterwaraed mo- 
torists away from the area. Bomb ex- 
perts carried out controlled explosions 
on containers placed among road- 
wods on the A428, which runs beneath 
the Ml. TOlice evacuated 500 people 
from their homes in Whlsail. 



Polka redacting drafted motorists 
ad junction serven of the M6 


As a terrorist operation, it had so 
simpl y and effectively caused disrup- 
tion and economic damage that it 
begged the question: why had the IRA 
not used the tactic before? In a re- 
search paper in July, Paul Rogers, head 
of Peace Studies at Bradford Univer- 
sity, said the IRA’s renewed mainland 
campaign would concentrate on key 
economic targets, notably transport 
links. Yesterday security experts said 
the episode, following on from the re- 
cent targeting of the rail network, sig- 
nalled a deeply worrying change in 
tactics by the terrorists. 


David M cK HM c fc 

Ireland correspondent 


The M5/M6 junction in the West Midlands after being cleared by pofice 


Both the motorway disruption and the 
statements of republican spokesmen in 
Belfast appear to indicate that the re- 
cent predictions of an immin ent IRA 
ceasefire are unfounded. 

There has been much media con- 
jecture that the IRA might call a halt 
to its campaign of violcmce in order to 
help maximise the Sinn Ftetn vote in tire 
election, given that the paxty dahns to 
have a chance of winning three seats. 

It has been speculated that repub- 
licans beUeye a limited ceasefire would 
increase pressure on the nest British 
government to do business with them, 
ht the hope of building that into an- 
other complete ERA cessation. . 

The official position/as smelt put by 
SnmFfcm chairman Mitchel McLaugh- 
lin yesterday, is as follows: “The po- 
litical conditions have not been created 
Photograph: David Jones/PA to jmtify all this media speculation be- 


ing pumped out. Because that's all it 
is, speculation. Obviously the IRA will 
make their own decision, but I would 
be very, very surprised if there was any 
unilateral initiative in the current cir- 
cumstances.” 

Such Shin Fein pronouncements 
have in the past proved accurate guide- 
lines as to future IRA actions. One re- 
publican source said yesterday. “You 
can rest assured there'll be no leap in 
the dark. There was a leap in the dark 
in August *94, and it didn’t work. 
There's not going to be another one." 

At the moment, the IRA is waging 
a comparatively low-key campaign. It 
has been noted that its last two attacks 
in Britain, at WDmslow railway station 
and yesterday on the motorway system, 
have been designed to cause disruption 
rather than to take life. The IRA is such 
a calculate dly unpredictable organ*- ‘ 
sation, however, that it is impossible 
to say whether such an approach will 
continue. 


Low Charges 


Ol^ changes are amongst the lowest you can find and we do not 
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of voiir money ooes into your pension. 


money, take a doser look 


Top Past Performance 

Eagle Star was awarded the top performance rating (AA-Aj m a 
recent survey' by accountants KPiVIG on the past performance 


that you'll see we have a fresh 
view of banking Low co 
overdrafts are Just one of ti 
features that save you money i 
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that the transfer from your 
old bank runs smoothly, new 
customers can enjoy an interest 


OUR pensions are 
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Claws are out for the Beast of Bont 


Tony Heath 


C 


C 


A mysterious predator is stalk- 
ing a sparsely populated mid- 
Wales countryside and 
spreading alarm among far ming 
communities. ^ 

The beast Soils stock swiftly 
and savagely, making off speed- 
ily once it has completed its 
work. Sheep carcasses bear tes- 
timony to the predator, vari- 
ously described as a puma or 
leopard. 

It is known throughout the 

rural county of Ceredigion as 
the Beast of Bont; the name is 
derived from the name of the 
village, PontThydfendigaid, 
which is at the centre of the an- 
imal's hunting area. 

Its attacks come at the height 
of the lambing season. Farmers 
like Ednyfed Jones work round 
the dock, keeping a watch over 
their flocks with more than 
usual concern, often with a 
shotgun not far away. 

“I’ve lost six sheep - clawed 
by a big cat-like animal. One 
was half-dead. We had to put 
it down. Its ribs were smashed 
and there was a huge hole in its 
back. No fax could do that,” 
Mr Jones. 33, who farms near 
by, said yesterday. 

Alex Truss, the teenage son 
of the village postmistress spot- 
ted the Beast at twilight on the 
outskirts of the settlement. 

“It took off at a tremendous 
rate, the back legs coming in 
front of the front legs," be said. 
That bounding action is famil- 
iar to television viewers of 
African wildlife programmes. 

Shepherd Aza Pinney cannot 
recall anything similar sinoe.be 
began patrolling the remote 
mountains more than a decade 
ago. 

At first some dismissed the af- 
fair as a hoax perpetrated after 
an evening's drinking. The 
doubters were silenced as the 
□umber of sightings grew. And 



Call of the wild: A rare sighting of the the Beast of Bodmin, which, like its Welsh counterpart, is spreading panic in the farming community 


then Ministry of Agriculture 
vets at Aberystwyth, the “cap- 
ital" of one of Britain's most 
sparsely populated areas, ex- 
amined a sheep carcass and de- 
clared that the killer was a deal 
more powerful than a fox or 


rogue dog. Normally the Beast 
devours its prey, tearing only 
bones and scrapes of wool as ev- 
idence. 

It is proving difficult to track 
down the Beast More than 100 
square miles of hilly terrain are 


intersected by laige tracts of for- 
est offering numerous hiding 
places to the creature, report- 
ed to stand 2ft tall. 

After several sightings, 
Dyfed-Powys police officers 
swept the area without suc- 


cess. Chief Inspector Brian Wi- 
ley; who is based at Aberyst- 
wyth, said: “There have been 
sufficient sightings to suggest 
that the culprit is something 
other than the usual attackers 
of farm stock.' 1 He suggested 


that the possibility of more 

than one animal be mg at large, 
and possibly mating , could not 
be ruled ouL 

Last night, amid calls to set 
up a hunt for the Beast, farm- 
ers met police to consider the 


next move. Meanwhile, 
Gwilym Thomas, of the Farm- 
ers union of Wales, warned: 
“Until the Beast is brought to 
book every fanner must take 
all precautions to protect their 
live stock.” 


Escaped pets, abandoned fashion statements or phantasmogorical phenomena - strange cats have been seen in Britain for centuries 





A plaster cast-of what is said to be 
the beast's paw-print 


Big cats have been “siijhtecn in Great 
Britain for the past 30 years, writes Mark 
Bows. Reports have come from 30 Eng- 
Irsh counties. Northern Ireland, Highland 
areas of Scotland, Wales, Grampian, 
Kent, North Yorkshire, Oxfordshfre, Sur- 
rey and Sussex have proved particular- 
ly fertile territory for reports of panthers, 
pumas and black leopards. 

There have also been sightings in ur- 
ban areas Including Dundee; Falmouth, 
Gloucester and Southampton. ' 

Big cat watchers cfEfim thatup toi50 
may be roaming the countryside and the; 
issue has polarised opintons among zo- 


ologists. Some of. the more famous 
sigbtirvgsof the furtive fellnes iri<3v«fe@ _ 
■ The “Sy rreyj^ma^v^ 


ltt\ 


30 years. 

■ The infamoaSr ‘Beast of 

Moor”. There have beawnore flwTO * ' 

sightings on the Comisfr.granrfe hHte df-;^und.' 
a -creature variously descrft^ 
panther, puma or lymc sir^T983. COnii 

stetertr^rtsbyfamierethaftrieylo® . 
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Jncpikyhad found "no veriffe^_ey ^ '%&.* [ 


Family 
TV ‘can 
corrupt 
children’ 


Simon Reeve 


Tblevisioa shows such as Glad- 
iators and Blind Date are mak- 
ing violence, sex and cruelty 
more enjoyable for the public 
and fuelling a growing addiction 
to real-life violence, according 
to a aiminologist. 

Mike Presdee, a reader in 
criminology at the University of 
-Sunderland, is warning that 
some “ family ” shows COUld bC 

mote of a corrupting influence 
than films such as Pulp Fiction. 
He believes that as a result of 
Ihe programmes, people view 
intimidation and cruelty as 
everyday events. 

“ Gladiators is just real-life vi- 
olence,” said Mr Presdee. 
“There are two shapely young 
women dressed in sexually at- 
tractive costumes stood on 
plinths beating the hell out of 
each other, and mothers, fa- 
thers, children and grandparents 
cheer them on.” 

Mi Presdee said UVs Blind 
Date is “cruelty television". 
Teople watch it to see two peo- 
ple humiliating each other and 
tearing each other apart emo- 
tionally. It is often nasty and 
shocking and sexually gratuitous 
and people love watching oth- 
ers beiqg tom apart.” Mr Pres- 
dee and Gavin Carver of the 
University of Kent will deliver 
a paper on this theme to the 
British Sociological Society's 
annual conference at York Uni- 
versity next week and are call- 
ing for a wider debate about 
television and video violence. 

Other experts are less con- 
vinced of the dangers of fami- 
ly television shows, but remain 
concerned about the wider ef- 
fects of “tririalising” violence. 
“I find some scenes in shows 
such asEastEndaziai more dis- 
turbing and violent than you get 
in many films which are sup- 
posed to be outright violence,” 
said Roger Matthews, a reader 
in criminology at Middlesex 
University. 

LWX which makes Blind 
Date and Gladiators , defended 
the shows. “ Gladiators is a 
hugely popular show watched 
by over 10 million viewers at tea- 
time^ said a spokesman. "Tony 
Blair recently said that Gladi- 
ators was the pirogramme be was 
most likely to sit down and 
watch with his children." 
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news 


Cash loss 


in railway 


depot sale 


lambasted 


byMPs 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


The sale of seven railway main- 
tenance depots, one of die first 
parts of the rail privatisation 
process, was handled so badly 
that the Department of Trans- 
port was unaware that large 
amounts of cash were given 
away with the businesses. 

A report by the all-party 
Commons Public Accounts 
Committee is highly critical of 
the way the sales were carried 
out in a number of ways, in- 
cluding the fact that the busi- 
nesses were not valued in 
advance of the process and 
bidders were not all provided 
with the same information. The 
MFs criticise both British Rail 
for the way the sales were car- 
ried out and the Department of 
Transport for not monitoring 
them properly. 

The report on the sale of de- 
pots at Chart Leacon, Ilford, 
Doncaster, Wolverton, Spring- 
bum and Swindon at the be- 
ginning of 1995 says that the 
companies were unexpectedly 
cash-rich when they were sold. 
Instead of having cash balances 
of £lm when bids were being 
sought in September 1994, they 
had £17m by the time they 
were sold and£13m of this was 
not recovered by B ritish Rafl. It 
was undear whether the tax- 
payer received the foil benefit 
of this cash. 

The MP&, who grilled Sir 
Patrick Brown, the Permanent 
Secretary at the Department of 
Transport late last year, criticise 
die fact that valuations were not 
carried out before the sale. 
The MPs conclude that valua- 
tions are not only a useful way 
of ascertaining probable re- 
ceipts, bul that “experience sug- 


gests that the process of con- 
sidering how a business should 
be valued enhances the vendor's 
understanding of the enter- 
prise and its underlying as- 
sets". In subsequent sales, 
British Rail changed its policy 
and tried to ensure that cash was 
removed from businesses before 
the sale and that valuations 
were carried out 

The bidders induded man- 
agement buy-out teams and a re- 
port published by the National 
Audit Office last year into the 
sale suggested in-house bidders 
may have received fuller infor- 
mation than external bidders. 
The MPs are concerned “all bid- 
ders did not receive the same in- 
formation". These breaches 
were “serious flaws in the sales 
process". 

The MPs find it remarkable 
that the National Audit Office, 
the public finance watchdog did 
not have access to papers re- 
lating to the conduct of a gov- 
ernment department’s business 
with the National Audit Office 
and the Public Accounts Com- 
mittee. Such files were marked 
“Not for NAO eyes". When this 
first came to fight, in November 
1993, the Department of Trans- 
port held 684 files which were 
barred to the NAO and after a 
review this was reduced to 86. 
Subsequently, in August 1996, 
the Department abandoned the 
classification entirely. 

The MPs conclude very 
strongly: “We consider that it is 
an extraordinary and unac- 
ceptable state of affairs for 
government departments to use 
their resources, funded from 
money provided by Parliament, 
to organise and classify papers 
so that they are kept away from 
the auditors appointed by Par- 
liament." 
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Spin doctor: Dr Graham Tydman, a gynaecologist and inventor inside a balloon, rehearsing for Glasgow’s digital world party. A virtual world orchestra will link 160 countries 
on the Internet, before an audience of 30 million. Around 1,000 people are expected to attend the event, which will run from Sunday to Friday Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


School told to take back pupil with gun 


Lucy Ward 


A head teacher who expelled 
two boys after one brought an 
air pistol and ammunition into 
school has been told he must 
take both pupils back. 

An independent appeal pan- 
el overturned a decision by the 
head and governors of York- 
shire Martyrs Collegiate school 
in Bradford, West Yorkshire, to 
exclude the 14-year-old pupils, 
one of whom was caught trying 
to sell the gun to the other. . 

The boys, who have been sus- 
pended from school since the in- 
cident in January, will return to 
lessons after the Easter break. 

Teachers at the Catholic sec- 
ondary school were last night 
consulting unions representa- 
tives for advice. 


Head teacher John Clarke 
warned the three-strong panel 
would now have to accept re- 
sponsibility for the safety of the 
school’s 1,000 pupils. The case 
threatened to create a new cri- 
sis over security and discipline 
in schools only months after 


teachers at the Ridings School, 
in Halifax, threatened to strike 
over a breakdown in order. 

It highlight* afresh the po- 
tential for conflict between 
schools and the independent tri- 
bunals which by law have the 
final say in exclusion cases. 


The National Association of 
Schoolmasters - Union of 
Women Teachers, holding its 
annual conference in Bourne- 
moth, called yesterday for the 
abolition of the panel, insisting 
decskns on eadusan should be 
left up to governing bodies. 


The union, which last year 
waged banks in four schools, in- 
cluding tte Ridings, over violent 
and disruptive pupils, agreed to 
issue deargukknce to members 
advising them to take “all pos- 
able steps to avoid, putting 
themselves at risk". 


Ulster children lose out as security tightens 


Children in Northern Ireland 
have become the real victims 
of last summer's sectarian vio- 
lence after ministers axed 
£120m from ed u cation budgets 
to pay for increased security, 
teachers heard yesterday, writes 
Lucy ward ' 

Class sizes would rise dra- 
matically in the province as up 


to 600 teachers faced compul- 
sory redundancy, the National 
Association of Schoolmasters- 
Union of Women Teachers' 
conference was told. The union, 
meeting in Bournemouth, vot- 
ed to back strikes and industri- 
al action in schools in Northern 
Ireland, and to campaign to 
highlight the cuts. 


Northern Ireland minister 
Michael Ancram announced 
in January that cash had to be 
shifted from the education to 
meet the cost of security and 
compensation for damage 
caused in the disturbances. 

Schools were unique places 
of stability for children amidst 
the troubles, delegates heard. 


Mervyn Barkman, a teacher 
from the province, said: “Vlfe are 
very prxnid of our role as a 
table bulwark and supportive 
environment over the last 28 
years of violence. What is be- 
ing done to our education ser- 
vice is totally without 
justification and is little short of 
Government vandalism." 


Union general secretary 
Nigel de Gruchy said the York- 
shire Martyrs incident and sim- 
ilar coses had to be dealt with 
“in the severest fashion". At 
Yorkshire Martyrs. 42 of 60 staff 
belong to NAS-UWT. The 
union’s north and west York- 
shire representative Brian Gar* 
vey said members would seek to 
resolve the situation through 
discussion but would not “shy 
. away from confrontation". . 
■ School governors should un- 
dergo compulsory training and 
testing on their role to help 
puncture their sense of then- 
own importance, teachers de- 
manded yesterday. The NAS- 
UWT conference heard some 
governors were “loose can- 
nons", strutting around schools 
“as if they owned the place”. 
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Wynn Davies 

■ Legal Affairs Editor 

The Government has mad e key 
concessions in a landmark equal 
by National 
Health Savice speech theraiists 

to xlOOm m back pay and new 
salary scales for women health 
service workers. 

After more than a decade of 
resKtana, the Department of 
rtealth has accepted that Pro- 
fessor Pamela Enderby, for- 
mer departmental head of 
speech and la ng ua g e therapy at 
renenay Hospital, Bristol, who 
pioneered the first claim, and 
Lesley Gogher, a speech and 
language therapy section leader 
with Sheffield Community 
Health, deserved equal pay 
- with colleagues in the predom- 
* jnantly male professions of clin- 
ical psychology and pharmacy. 

The two cases were among 19 
“lead” claims finally nearing a 
conclusion at an industrial tri- 
bunal in Croydon, 1 1 years af- 
ter Professor Enderby became 
the first of hundreds of speech 
therapists to lodge a claim un- 
der the 1984 “equal pay for 
work of equal value" regula- 
tions, in March 1986. Another 
1,500 cases from the 7,000- 
strong, largely female, speech 
therapists' profession are wait- 
ing in the wings. 

Professor Enderby, now pro- 
fessor of rehabilitation at the 
Northern General Hospital, ■ 
Sheffield, was yesterday barely i 

able to believe that her 11 -year 1 

fight had finally ended. “When 
I started the easel felt that be- "] 
rag realistic it would take two 3 
years," she said. i 

The DoH could have taken i 
the decision years ago to uzt- i 
^ dertake job evaluations to en- < 


sure female staff doing work of 
. equal value to that of male col- 
leagues were being paid equal- 
[ \y- Instead, -it instructed 
j individual NHS trusts not to set- 
| tie cases and chose to spend mfl- 
* lions of pounds of taxpayers' 

> money defending, the .lead 
' claims in a succession of legal 
1 hearings. Without the backing 
MSF, the therapists' iininn 1 and 
; the Equal Opportunities Com- 
mission, the battle for. equal 
treatment would have been 
abandoned. 

The speech therapists’ claim 
has been through industrial tri- 
bunals, the High Court, the 
Court of Appeal (twice) and the 
European Court of Justice in 
Luxembourg before finally re- 
turning to the Croydon tri- 
bunal this week, making ft the 
second-longest group action 
for equal pay for work of equal 
value. The first, by women can- 
teen workers against British 
Coal was launched in 1985. 

The disparity between Pro- 
fessor En derby's salary and her 
clinical psychologist and phar- 
macist comparators was £4,000 
and £7,000 respectively, but 
the outcome or hers and the 
other cases could have ramifi- 
cations for other “female” 
professions in the health service, 
such as midwives, physiothera- 
pists and occupational 
therapists. 

If only 500oftbe 1,500 pend- 
ing speech therapist cases are 
eventually won, the MD against 
the NHSfortack pay alone 
would be worth up to £3Qra." 

The women's solicitor, Sara 
LeaEe, of the Sheffield law firm' ' 
Irwni Mitchell, said: “Most peo- 
ple assume th a t women carry- 
ing out work of equal valuelto 
men wiD be paid equally. These 
cases prove this is not so.” 



Lost for words: Speech therapist Pamela Enderby at the industrial tribunal 


Speech therapists who work 
in the areas of autism and dys- 
praxia must complete a three- 
year degree course and many 
may also have to take a masters 
degree in linguistics and haw 
supervisory, managerial and 
teaching rcsponsibOilies. writes 
Patricia Wynn Davies 
At the Rrenchay Hospital, 
Pamela Enderby worked in 
clinical assessment, diagnosis 
and treatment and supervised 
other therapists. While she 
became aware that a pharma- 
cist who did not supervise a 
department was earning con- 
sidcraWy more than her, she was 
as concerned for the effect of 
low pay on her profession when 
she began her war of anrition 
against the NHS. 

“I want our profession to dn 
well," she said yesterday. “Our 
patients arc devalued; they have 
no voice, so that means our pro- 
fession is devalued" 

Aged 48, with the kind of re- 
assuring presence that would in- 
spire confidence in any patient, 
she left Frcnchay last April to 
take up the post of professor of 
rehabilitation at Sheffield Uni- 
versity, based at the Northern 
General Hospital: “I have ef- 
fectively left my profession be- 
cause I am a career-minded 
Photograph: Andrew Buurman person and wanted to develop," 




it takes about 10 to 12 years 
for □ speech therapist to reach 
the top of her profession and the 
top of the salat}- scale. Most 
receive between £15,000 and 
£19.000 and that maximum is 
several thousands pounds less 
than the pay of a London Un- 
derground train driver. 

The Health Service is con- 
stantly haemorrhaging these 
highly trained therapists, Pro- 
fessor Enderby said. Some turn 
to management jobs, not only 
in the NHS but with commer- 
cial firms who pay well, such as 
Marks «& Spencer. 

Never did she expect her 
case to take 11 years. But the 
struggle was worthwhile. “There 
arc going to be a few more years 
of derisions before we feel we 
have really won. 1 want to see 
the effects' on the profession. I 
was not so much motivated by 
pay but by how we keep people 
in this veiy valuable job." 

Her solicitor, Sara Leslie, of 
the Sheffield firm Irwin 
Mitchell, said the tortuous pro- 
cedure for proving equal pay for 
work of equal value claims' was 
a scandal. A complaint is pend- 
ing before the European Com- 
mission that the procedure is so 
time-consuming and expensive 
as to effectively deny women 
their legal rights. 


Scientists’ delight at 
solar probe decision 


Scientists reacted with delight 
yesterday after hearing that the 
European Space Agency is to 
relaunch the duster mission of 
spacecraft to study the Sun, 
h Tiles Charles Arthur. 

The original launch ended in 
spectacular failure last June 
when the Ariane-5 rocket car- 
rying the scientific instruments 
blew up less than a minute af- 
ter takeoff. 

“This is great news," said Pro- 
fessor Alan Johnstone of the 
Mullard Space Science Labo- 
ratory, who lost years of work 
in the explosion. “It has been a 


long campaign with a lot of ups 
and downs, but Fm happy this 
will happen, in the erreum- 
stances?’ 

Apart from an abstention by 
Italy, the member countries of 
. ESA agreed yesterday to. buy 
two Russian Soyuz rockets for 
the launch, and to rebuild all 
four scientific instruments. tyat 
were originalJy lest in th6" ex- 
plosion. Previously, the ESA 
had been considering a cheap- 
er option which would involve 
fewer instruments. That, how- 
ever, would have provided less 
scientific data. ' • 


Fast vehicle rescue 
at just 8p per day. 




When your ear lets you down. 
Green flag won't On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutest* 
And if we're not wrth you In less than 
one hour, you can claim £10 back. 
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Respectable face of road rage is revealed 


Reports by Glenda 
Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

Priests, doctors and policemen 
do not fit the archetypal picture 
of a violent thug. But according 
to psychologists the modern 
phenomenon of road rage has 
created a new type of attacker 
- older, better-off and more re- 
spectable - than the typical vi- 
olent criminal. 

Over the past three years, 
more and more road-rage inci- 

Idolising 

rock 

stars can 
damage 
your 
health 


Obsession with Take That or 
the Spice Girls may be innocent 
enough when you’re 14 years 
old. Carry the fixation into 
your twenties however and 
jour teen idol can become bad 
for your health. 

Revering famous stars such 
as Gary Barlow, supermodel 
Naomi Campbell or footballer 
Alan Shearer into adulthood in- 
creases your chance of psy- 
chological problems, eating 
disorders and problems form- 
ing relationships. 

“It can be a way of avoiding 
rather than dealing with prob- 
lems" said Dr Tony Cassidy, a 
psychologist at Nene College, 
Northampton. 

He looked at 163 adults in a 
pilot study. During adolescence 
three-quarters of men and 
women in the group - now aged 
between 20 and 28 - said they 
had hero-worshipped some- 
one. 

Most people throw off their 
fixation % their twenties but Dr 
Cassidy told the annual con- 
ference of the British Psycho- 
logical Society in Edinburgh 
that half of those who had 
idols could not let their feelings 
g0 - 

Those who remained loyal 
fans tended to be more preoc- 
cupied with their weight - this 


dents have been reported and 
worsening traffic conditions 
and increased day-to-day stress 
have been held responsible. 

WbrryingJy. increased aware- 
ness of the phenomenon ap- 
pears to be le gitimising this form 
of anti-sod al behaviour, said 
John Groeger, Professor of 
Cognitive Psychology at the 
University of Surrey. 

The professor, whose talk at 
the Edinburgh Science Festival 
was sponsored by the British 
Psychological Sodety, said that 


he was initially sceptical that 
road rage existed. But after ex- 
amining newspaper reports of 
100 incidents since 1993 was 
convinced it was a new type of 
attack. 

While social violence is usu- 
ally carried out by young males 
aged 18-23, road-rage perpe- 
trators showed a very different 
profile. The vast majority were 
in in their mid-thirties and were 
from widely diverging social 
classes. ‘This is most unusual,’' 
said Professor Groeger. TVfe are 


talking about a much (rider 
group of people (than are usu- 
ally involved in violence).” He 
said that there were “a very big 
spread" in the types of people 
involved. Company directors 
and policemen had attacked 
others, and there were two cas- 
es of doctors pulling guns on 
their victims. In one incident, an 
elder of a Jewish church had at- 
tacked a Buddhist monk ata set 
of traffic lights, and a vicar’s wife 
had also attacked another 
woman in another case. 


Men tended to attack other 
men, arid women other women: : 
“The notion that there is_a sex 
difference that maks are violent 
toward women drivers is. 
wrong," said the professor. 

In other forms of violence, 80 
per cent of perpetrators knew 
their victims, whereas people 
rarely knew those they attacked 
in a road-rage situation: “It all 
suggests we are talking about 
something different,” said the 
professor. - 

Previous research he had 


carried out bn 100 drivers ! 
gested that over-confident's 
vers - those who thought. their 
ability behind the wtoeelwas bet- 
ter than average - could be more 
at risk of reacting violently. 

In the study, drivers went opt 
for 22 mfies with an instructor 
who commented on their dri- 
ving. Those who had been over- 
confident to start off with be- 
came axutious, hostikr .more 
sensitive to critidririqed more 
critical of other roadu&tfkMk 
ities: “The over-ebnfittem be- 


came over-critical, and' also 
tended tooverreact because of 
their anxiety," said Professor 
Groeger. 

Society has become increas- 
ingly aware of road rage - this 
week it was revealed that Derek 
'WBtoa’SdttracteriftCQrenari^ 
Sneer will die of a heart attar* 
after a road-rage argument. 
Bid mare media coverage of the 
problem added to the “danger 
it was becoming a legitimate 
form of anti-soctai behaviour’’, 
warned the professor. 


More road congestion was 
adding to the problem and, 
.coupled with extra stress if 
someone then cuts up a driver, 
violence can result:. -The con- 
fluence of increased traffic dun- 
. sity and increased stress in 
raam.otherareaspf nur life can 
combine to produce that.” 

Professor Groeger said that 
more research needed in be 
done info road-rage attackers so 
that therapy could he more 
successfully targeted. In other 
situations, anger management 








Girl power: Stella Williams, aged 14, of north London with Spice Girls poster. Innocent enthusiasm can turn sour Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


but who gave it up when they 
reached adulthood -they were 
subsequently better at problem- 
solving “{having am idol] 


was particularly true for 
women. They also disliked their 
appearance more. 

•Another aspect of teen idols 
is that they serve as models" 
said Dr Cassidy. “Many young 
girls develop distorted body 
images of themselves and ulti- 1 


mately eating disorders as a re- 
sult of the media portrayal of 
supennodelswjth ideal bodies." 

The obsessive tended io be 
less satisfied with their rela- 
tionships -and were more like- 
ly to biayfe short-term affairs. 
The mak extreme fantasised 
v'.x v 


about having a relationship 
with their adored one pr be- 
coming jealous of their idol’s 
partners. 

“It is dear that for many ibis 
phase becomes extreme as was 
recently demonstrated by a 
number of attempted stria des 


among fans of the pop group 
Take That after the group split 
up" added Dr Cassidy. 

But parents should not rush 
to the bedroom to rip down 
their children's posters. 

There was one bright spot for 
fans who did have a teen idol 


showed a use of imagination 
which is generally recognised as 
part of the developmental 
process,” said Dr Cassidy. 


It is no longer enough to be an 
attractive professional with a 
GSOH. Males who place lone- 
ly hearts ads are now coming 
across as new men in order to 
attract a mate. 

. A study of more than 2,000 
personal advertisements from 
local and national newspapers 
found that the qualities of be- 
ing loving and giving - as well 
as having wads of cadi - were 
setm as the best way to win a 
woman’s heart. 

Marie Mason of Nene Cot 
lege, Northampton, told the 
British Psychological Society 
annual con fe rence in Edinburgh 
that personal ads were becom- 
ing increasingly common as our 
lives become “more busy, more 
fragmented and more tradi- 
tional ways of meeting people 
{become] less common.* 

While heterosexual men still 
mentioned that their charm lay 
in their bank balance, Mr Ma- 
son said they were increasing- . 
ty including caring qualities in 
their lonety hearts ads. 

“There are two possible ex- 
planations,* he said. Tt could be 
that men are changing into new 
men and are less shy of adver- 
tising their expressive qualities. 
Or it could be simply an attempt 
to gam more replies. In my opin- 
ion, I would not be surprised [if 
this was the easel." 

Women emphasised their 
good looks rather than financial 
status as well as “traditional 
feminine qualities’* of cariqg and 
understanding. But Mr Mason 
warned that placing undue em- 



not generate replies from men 
seeking home-building quali- 
ties.” Both sexes used the word 
“genuine” most frequently. Gay 
men, in comparison, tended to 
emphasise their independence 
and their physical attributes. 
Lesbians wanted caring part- 
ners, plating less stress on phys- 
ical attractiveness. 

But despite the new sensitiv- 
ity. some stereotypeswurc found 
very pervasive. Women still 
wanted older rich mca And men 
stOl look for younger women and 
“a lot of men did ask for 
blondes". No man asked for a fi- 
nancially independent woman. 

On Mr Mason’s terms, ideal 
advertisements might read: 
“Caring, handsome millionaire, 
35, would like to meet genuine 
younger woman interested in 
home building." Or “Beautiful 
shapely twenty-something babe, 
seeks old rich man to prove 
blondes have more fun." 

Suzanne Moore, page 23 
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£200,000 Life Cover 
For As Little As 
55p A Day* 




You may already have enough fife assurance cover to 
pay oft the mortgage should anything happen to you. 
But how would your partner cope with all the other 
costs of living? 

According to the Family Expenditure Survey 1994/5 
(the latest available published figures), the average 
family spends £917 a month cm things such as 
groceries, bills, clothing and leisure activities. 

We know that no amount of money could ever replace 
your love for your dependants. However from as little 
as 55p* a day you can cover their future with General 
Accident 

Term Assurance provides affordable life assurance 
protection for a fixed period, with a guaranteed cash 
sum payable on death during that period. 

For a payment of only £17 J30 a month* a General 
Accident Term Assurance policy can provide cover of 
£200,000 for 10 years, and what’s more, your personal 
monthly premium is guaranteed never to increase. 

An investment of £200,000 in a bank or building 
society would mean that your family could be sure of 
an. income of £13,200 a year or £L000 per month. And 
that income is overand above. the initial £20CMXX) . . . 
investment which would remain intact# 


Call General Accident now to secure your family's 
future^and receive further information on Term 
'Assurance and a personal illustration. \ 

We'll also send you a FREE GIFT of a stylish Pen 
and Pencil set plus details of how to claim a 
second free gift - a choice of a Black and 
Decker Cordless Screwdriver, a Custom 
Monaco Roll Bag or a Casio Travel Clock 
Radio Alarm. 

• Based on a healthy mak, non-smoker, aged 30 
next birthday The cost of caver will depend on ~ 
age, sex and smoking status. 

# Source: MicropaL Based an a UK savings 
acoocmr for Investments of £2^00 and over 
lOyeaxs to 2.9.96. .. 

Full written details are available on request- Any financial 
advice given wiD relate only to die products of GA Life. 

General Accident Life Assurance. Limited 
2 Rougier Street York YO l I HR 

. General Arxident is regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority 
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The police have drawn up a na- 
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Payment wfl] be based- on a 
points system linked to the 
jk of information, the risk 

'* taken by the informant, and the 
*e tip-off: More than 
“ ,u officers gathered at a con- 
ference yesterday to try to im- 
prove procedures for dealing 
with the growing army oF in- 
formants. With intelligence-led 
policing now accepted as an ef- 
iectwe strategy in tackline 
crime, chiefs are anxious to 
achieve uniformity in policy. 

The conference, organised by 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers (ACPO), heard that the 
points system had been piloted 
m Kent and found to work. The 
conference also heard that al- 
most all police forces in England 
and Wales now use teenagers to 
pass them information about ju- 
venile crime. 

Roy Penrose, the ACPO 
spokesman on informants and 
I national co-ordinator of re- 
gional crime squads, said there 
were many potential pitfalls in 


The bends are being put back 
into a once heavily pctButed river 
as part of an attempt to restore 
it to its natural healthy state. 
New curves in the Deame, in 
. , — -w MMMw umaM i South Yorkshire, will create 


dealing with young informants 
and that officers must remem- 
ber that the “wel&ie. of the drild 
is paramount". 

The Kent, Durham and 
Merseyside forces, have drawn 
guidelines for the nse of in- 
formants, including juveniles, 
which ACPO uzged other forces 
to take on board. Both the 
Home Office and the Audit 
Commission have urged forces 
to make greater use of infor- 
mants as a cost-effective and ef- 
hcient way of tackling crime. 
Yet research commissioned 
ACPO two; 

— system had become open to 

abuse. The inquiry found offi- 
cers lying in coart to protect 
their criminal contacts, secret- 
ly using public money to pay 
them ana blocking attempts to 
prosecute their sources. In one 
example, an informant stole 
£2^00 from a bank and then fefl 
out with his accomplice and re- 
ported to his ponce handler. 
The officer arrested the ac- 
complice, reizing half the stolen 
money. He allowed the infor- 
mant to go free, keep his share 
and even claim a reward. 

Now police forces could set 
up specialist “snoot squads” : 
made up exclusively of officers 
with particular sku in working 
effectively with informants. 
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flows to encourage new species 
of fish, and hish plantlife. 

It is an attempt to repair 
damage ca u sed during the In- 
dustrial Revolution, when part 
of the ziver was engineered 
into a straight, narrow cMnai t 
and the environmental conse- 
quences were ignored. 


Although the quality of the 
water has gradually improved, 
the return of wildlife has been 
hampered because the Dearne 
was too straight 
Tbday. earthmovers are being 
used to bring bock bends and al- 
low the river to meander gen- 
tly through the Deame Wiley, 


in a £400,000 restoration pro- 
gramme fed by the Environment 


that went straight 


Its chief executive, Ed Gal- 
lagher, said: “The historical 
methods of forcing the river into 
long, straight channels to re- 
move water quickly during 
times of flooding cost the 


Deame dearly in lost wildlife. 

“The agency's work to re- 
place the beads in the River 
Deame recreates its natural 
state." 

The first phase of the three- 
stage river redevelopment has 
already been completed, with 
the second to be finish ed this 


month, and the third by June. 

Chris Firth, the area fisheries 
officer, said he hoped to see 
more varieties of fish thriving, 
including roach, dace, chub, 
tench, pike and bream. “The 
new gravel banks are invaluable 
to wildlife because they allow 
fish (o lay their eggs." 


Midland Bank pic reserves the right not to open an account Credit subject to status. Call 0800 180 780 for hill written details. 


DAILY POEM 


The Flower 

By Alexander Pushkin, 
translated by A D P Briggs 

l found a flower forlorn and sere, 

No longer scented, in a book, 

.And by a curious idea 
My wondering spirit has been struck. 

Mitre, when, in what spring did it grow ? 

How old was it? Who picked it, who? 

Some stranger, or someone I know? 

And what was u supposed to da? ■ ■■ ~ • Vl ' 

To mark a meeting of twin ' 90 uts?l'r ‘ & 

Or some dire parting of the ways? 

Or just a solitary stroll 

Througfi quiet fields or woodland shade? 

And is he stili alive? Is she? 

Where are they now where is their nook?' • \ 

Or have they faded finally V 

Like this last flower in me book? ' 


I’h’.rjz ■ jf- 


J J:* • • 

' X’- 



Pushkin's lyric, written in 1828, ends our cttoicCsfrom the new 
titles in the Everyman’s Pbetiy series. A D P Briggs’s select 
don of Pushkin's verse (Evepnnan/ J M Dent, £2)riddades many* I 
shorter works, the concluding stanzas ofEweny Cfeegin, ahd 
the whole of The Bronze Horseman and Tbit Captive in the 
Caucasus. 
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y What can the Ojpen 
University do for you? 


We 


give you a recognised BA or BSc degree fife eriyVptter 
University, but you don't have to flf» up work to do it . ■ - 

Just as important the Open University can open up a whote new 
world of Interests, challenges and achievements. Therein over 150 
courses to choose from in arts, science, social octanes, computing, 
technology, modem languages, mathematics, business mana gement, 
taw. education, and health and social welfare. 

If you are 18 or over and resident in the European Union, you're 
eligible. No previous qualifications are needed. Some financial help 

may be available. 

Through OU supported open learning 

You don't go away to the Open University it comes to you. Them'* no 
need to give up work, or build your social fife around avaritag classes. 

Ybu learn through specially written texts and audio/video 
materials, radio and TV programmes, computer software and home 
kits for some science and technology subject*. 

But you’re never isolated. Your own personal tutor gives regular 
tuition and marks assignments which are retumedto you. When you 
need help and advice - or simply a word of encouragement - your 
tutor is just a phone call may. -I 

Support also comae from your fellow students. Thera veTwer 
300 Open University study centres around the country, wheAt yott 
can attend group tutoriabor meet your self-help study groOjcC^me- 

eoumaa also have week-long tesIdsntW schools. 

The flexible way to Jaotm . ■■ 

You're free to plan your own degree - so, far example, youaw atady 
modern art and computer studio* as part of the same quelfficdhoA: ; 
\bu can also take a single course with absolutely no eommftmanrio 
gaining a fall degree. And If you return to study tateq your previous 
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votere believe a Labour 
government would ma^ a Hff_ 

L er ™f 10 ** “unny 

“nin, according to today’s 
fodependeru/Harm polL Y 

.JJJ* P°i in which Labour’s 
lead is unchanged at 24 points, 
aiso points to a small majority 
m favour of changing to a pn> 
portional voting system in the 
referendum on the issue which 
Labour has promised, although 
many voters have yet to make 
up then- minds. 

In a finding which contradicts 


the assumption of widespread 
voter apathy, heady three-quar- 
tere of those polled (73 per cent) 
fmd they thought a Labour win 
m the election would mean “big 
changes'’, or “some changes , 
for the counfay. Oily 38 per cent 
predicted "hardlyaiw changes", ' 
OT “no changes at all" 1 

It seems most voters are go- 
ing into the campaign proper 
with modest expectations of 
the difference Tbny Blairwould 
make as prime minister. 

Mr Blair said yesterday that 

his manifesto “dots not nroimw 


vote Labour. Of them, only 24 
percent expect “big changes”, 
while 56 per cent see “some 


the earth” - which seems to be 


It is Conservative supporters 
who are most likely to forecast 
“big changes” wader Labour — 
feared by 34 per cent of them. 
Liberal Democrats are most 
hkefy to be cynical- 26 per cent 
of them expect “hardly any”, or 
“no" changes. 

. . But the overwhelming ma _ 
jotity of the electorate rejects 
the idea that there Is no defer- 
ence between the parties: 


THE INDEPENDENT 

HARRIS POLL 


7 In a separate finding, how- 
ever, most "voters take a jaun- 
diced .view of Mr Blair's ability 

to maintain a united front over 
Europe if he forms the gov- 
ernment, with 46pex cent (and 
45 per cent of Labour support- 
era) expecting it to be as divid- 
ed as me Ibnes*. 

TheJridependeru/H&rns poll 


suggests that there is afi to play 
for ra the referendum on elec- 
toral reform promised by Mr 
Blair - who is “not persuaded" 
erf the case for change. He could 
come under pressure from 
Labour supporters, who support 
a proportional voting system by 
a margin of 44 to 31 per cent, 
with 22 per cent undecided; 


Predictably, Liberal Democ- 
rats are most keen on change 
(backed by 60 per cent), while 
lories are most opposed (56 per 
cent back the present system). 
But our poll will steady 
Labour nerves, showing the 
party’s lead unchanged smee last 
week, on 52 per cent to the 
Tories' 28 per cent, with the Lib- 
eral Democrats on 14 percent. 

Tbday’s Gallup poll in the 
Telegraph shows the gap dosing 
by 45 points over two weeks, 
with Labour on 52 per cent, the 
Tbries on 31 per cent and Lib- 
eral Democrats on 1 1 per cent. 


Two other polls this week pro- 
duced contrary findings - ICM 

showing the gap closing, while 

MORI showed it widening. So, 
while polling companies may 
disagree about the levels of 
support for each party, there is 
no dear evidence yet of a shift 
in public opinion. 

The clear gainer in our poll 
today is Sir James Goldsmith’s 
Referendum Party, which reg- 
istered 32 per cent support - its 
highest in our polls. 

This will alarm Conservative 
Central Office because its sup- 
port continues to come over- 


whelmingly from among those 
who say they voted Tbiy in 
1992, 

It is possible that The Inde- 
pendent [Ranis poll overstates 
the Labour Party s lead by a few 
points, as it puis the Tbries four 
points behind when people are 
asked how they voted at the last 

g eneral election. Other evi- 
encc suggests the parties 
should be level pegging on this 
measure. 

■ Harris Research interviewed 
1,091 adults face-to-face in their 
homes between 27 and 31 
March. 
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Pipe dream: Major being greeted at 6rotna Green . Photograph: Pteter Macdrarmid 


war o^devoliMon 
north of the border 



CoGn Brown and 
Steve Boggan 

John Major and Tony Blair 
went bead to head over Scottish 
devolution yesterday as they 
look their campaigns north of 
the border. 

Mr Major brushed aside the 
turmoil in the Scottish Tory par- 
ty and predicted the Conserv- 
atives would increase their seats 
in Scotland by campaigning 
against Labour plans for a Scot- 
tish parliament. 

The Prime Minister went to 
the Scottish borders hamJet of 
Gretna Green, where runaways 
traditionally got married, to 
unfurl a Union flag, marking the 
start of his Scottish campaign. 

Warning that Labour would 
increase taxes north of the bor- 
der and threaten the Union, Mr 
Major said: “I'm here to sym- 
bolise a marriage which has last- 
ed 290 years and I hope would 
be good for another 290 years. 
It is a marriage that has served 
both partners well." 

He told party workers at the 
Old Smithy Restaurant “We 
will take more Conservative 


Members, of Parliament from 
Scotland than we have at the 
moment” . - _ „ 

The Tbries arcdefendinglO 
seats in Scotland and then- 
positi on was undermined when 
internal feuding led to Sir 
Michael Hirst being forced to 
resign as the party chairman at 
the weekend amid speculation, 
which proved false,. that there 
would be disdcuures about his 
private life. \ 

Sir Michael was not ar Gret- 
na Green to greet the Prime 
Minister yesterday, although 
they are dose friends. Mr Ma- 


Secretary of State for- Scot- 
land, and by Annabel Goldie, 
who replaced Sir Michael: : '■ 

The Prime Ministers Arrival 
caught a newly-married couple 
on the bop. Michael andMajeDa 
Rigney had been married two 
hours earlier by the registrar at 
Gretna Green when the Mr Ma-; 
jor and his entourage arrived. 

Mr Rjgney said: “We have 
come over from Deny and 
were hoping we were going to 
have a quiet wedding. We were 
hoping it was going to be in 


private.” He joked: “Writ till my 
: wife finds ouL" 

They were introduced to Mr 
Major and hiswife, Nonna, af- 
ter waiting a further two bouts 
: while the M^cratoured the Old 
• Smithy. Mr Major said: “There 
is more at stake, than one gen- 
‘ eral election, it is the future of 
Scotland.” 

Struan Stevenson, the Tbry 
candidate for Dumfries, said: 
“People, on the doorstep are sick 
to death ofsleaze. They are sick 
of politidans arguing with each 
other. Everybody is saying they 

want us to get down to the real 

issues.” 

. Mr Major said the TbrieshaL 
published a fall manifesto on 
ScotJand ^Mr Blair has written 
- a Scottish manifesto and comes ■ 
up from London with it m his 
back- pocket and tells George 
Robertson [Labour spokesman 
on Scotland] what be stands 
for.” " 

. Mr Major's battle bos drove 
back into England for the Prime 
Munster's first appearance on 
ji new, hi-tech soapbox: The' 
platform, a 3ffc-high metal box 
with steps* was extracted from 


Northern exposure: Tony and Cherie Blair taking the Labour campaign into Sir Michael Forsyth’s territory at Sterling Photograph: Drew Farrell 


the side of the bus for Mr Ma- 
jor to deliver a speech in the . 
market square in Carlisle after 
a walk-abonL 

Appearing to enjoy the heck- 
ling Mr Major told the crowd 
when he had been accused of 
being “chicken", that Labour 
had planned to launch their 
manifesto in the City in the 
street known as the Poultry. 

Some of his jokes were booed 
but he was loudly applauded 
when he said Mr Blair had 
refused to aflow his children to- 
be edu c ated in the Labour Bor- 
ough of Islington. 

He had difficulty over un- 
employment but told the crowd: 

“I happen to be a working man . 
and I. am going to knep myself 
in my job on 1 May.” 

Tbny Blair took the figfat for 
Scotland into the Sliding con- 
stituency of Mr Fbrsyth. But the 

Labour leader went on a walk- 
about in the town to drum up 
support for the party’s candi- 
date, Anne McGuire, who. 
needs a swing of only 03 per 
cent, jiffit 237 votes, to topple Mr 
Forsyth. Almost inevitably, Mr 
Blair was greeted not only by 


hundreds of cheering support- 
ers, but bytbe Conservative Par- 
ty’s new mascot - a large yellow 
chicken holding a placard bear- 
ing the words “Answer the West 
L othian question"- ref e rr in g to 
Tbiy concerns over Scottish 
devolution. 

Alastair Orr, the Conserva- 
tive constituency party chair- 
man, rejected charges that the 
chicken was lowering the debate 
to the level of “puerile student 
union politics”. 

He replied: “We are saying 
Labour are chicken and are ma- 
iling scared. When they will an- 
swer some questions, then we 
win. get serious." 

Ms McGuire said: “This is 
just a pathetic stunt by a pathetic 
group of people. We’re com- 
mitted to the establishment of 
a Scottish parliament. The so- 
caned West Lothian question 
will be dealt with during the es- 
tablishment of that paifiament.” 

The West Lothian question 
raises the anomaly of Scottish 
MPs in London bein£ able to 
vote on English policy while 
English MPs would not be able 
to vote on policy in Scotland. 


PM’s private backer 
wings in with transport 


Cofin Brown 

One of the Prime Minister's pri- 
vate backers, Sir Michael Bish- 
op, was on part of the Prime 
Minister’s tour to the Scottish 
Borders. Sir MitihaeL chairman 
of British Midlands, is donat- 
ing the use of a British Midland 
airline 737 jet for an undis- 
closed sum for the Prime Min- 
ister’s campaign. 

He joined the Prime Minis- 
ter's tattle bus tor the final leg 
of the tour into Carlisle for a 
public meeting in the market 
square after the jet touched 
down at Carlisle Airport. 

Sir Michael has underlined 
in the latest edition of Voyager, 
the airline magazine, his de- 
mands for in te r ve ntion by the 
European Commission for 
more slots for his airline at 
Heathrow. He is fighting the 



Bishop: Donating use of Jet 

proposed merger between BA 
and American Airlines and 
welcomed the intervention of 
Ell Competition Conunission- 
er Karel Van Miert. “Heathrow 


acts as a hub airport for pas- 
sengers from across Europe 
who want to fly across the At- 
lantic,” Sir Michael said. 

It was crucial that the deal 
was through. Hie gains from 
competition would not be far- 
thered by handing every new 
slot released at Heathrow to a 
transatlantic carries. 

“Passengers need competi- 
tion every bit as much when 
reaching this hub as they do 
when travelling on from it. On 
too many busy routes competi- 
tion is still lacking. As the air- 
line for Europe, we want to see 
competition in Europe contin- 
ue to grow. And that is why we 
are campaigning foer some of the 
slots given up by the transat- 
lantic alliance negotiations to 
be handed to airlines who want 
to increase competition in Eu- 
rope.” 


THE HURRIED VOTER S GUIDE 



Labour's manifesto was the theme of 

with Tbny Btalr urweffing htelO-pofnt contract . 

with the British people. Mr Blair told a packed 

SSsttnfe • ■; 

ejection was trusL People had lost Taira tn 


The day's debate centred on Labour’s 
plans, and on the amount of trust it 
deserved from the pubHc and the other 


modernisation over .nm.paw.uuwB ; 

jSSwpSSorily^wasableto . 
deliver, bo said. 

Mr Btelr-ipromts-ilncfaid ^morB m onay 
•or education and ttw^notnereasem me 
*ap rate of ta* stable economic growth. low - 
Stotfon, jobs for the 

measunw onaime, thflde^itofe«ng 

*77 . and miM WblMTO* 


of political po* 
' partnerships. ' 

r vhs uw 


efforts on attaching Labour: butlhe Literal 


SSSSSSS^!!!^ 

tetter dW* '^SSfln&ik have ' 

^dParilamfPtshOUkl be mpf^Htwn-^ 


John Major dismissed the Labour 
.manifesto as “more a con trick than a 
contract" 

. .- "I preeflet they'll teH you all of what 
they won’t do, but only some what : 
they will do>" Mr Major sakL / 

“In six weeks they’ll sefl out bi 
Europe, In three months ftmy’U raise 
billions of pounds in tax arid, in 12 
months they’ll hand more power back 
to the unions. That’s the reality of new 
Labour. That’s the rejdlty behind their 
Wad of silence on the questions they 
wont answer;” he continued; 

The Liberal Democrat leader, Paddy 
Ashdown, dismissed both the other 
parties’ manifestoes In similar tones as 
"conjuring tricks*. 

pubBc services could not be 
improved without any extra investment, 
he said. The liberal Democrat 
manifesto, whlch will be published this 
morning, would be the only one of the 
three to contain costed commitments, 
promites and undertakings. 

his the only national manifesto ~ ' ' 
which came vjtfa a price flat attached - 
“It win be a rrwmi vrith prices”. * ; 




r The Tobacco Manufacturers' Association slammed Labour's pro p os ed 

ban on ttrfa aoc o advertising, saying it was it was based on unproven 
assertions. This policy infects nothing more than a political gesture 
tased on fofickOT rather than fact,” said ffieTMA, going on to speak in just the kind of 

improvable statements it dislikes so much: “Advertising for tobacco is not related to 

overafl consumption. It can only affect brand share." 


Blair, who carried s& 
him wHh a manifesto 
icic£» modesty. 
Promises weean keep, not 
promising the ; eiri^' he told 
jqumafiste, who grumbled, “there's 
nothing new in rt". Which was the 
poinL If s time for(a Bttie bft oh 

change. Just whailhe electorate ■ 
ordwed, accorcflng to the . 
Independants poll today. He even 
ducked the charge of duckmg a TV 
debate wife the Prime Mbifetec ■ 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


□ The Conservative Party has 
spent the majority.of the 
campaign to date trying to 
divert attention from sleaza. The 
sun shone briefly on Wednesday 
when commentators were provided 
with a manifesto-full of policies to 
discuss. But yesterday the policies 
were blown off the agenda again, 
this time by a six-foot doth chicken. 
Since the fowl was spawned as a 
media stunt by Conservative 
Central Office, they cannot even 
complain at the coverage. 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


Sir James Goldsmith’s Referendum 
■Ega Party announced that It would 
B9 launch its campaign next Tuesday. 

from the deck of a Cornish fishing 
boat Only a few hours later Sr James 
scuppered the plan, because he feared 
the consequences of boarding the craft 
dressed In a surf. 


SNP leader Alex Sal mood launched an 
attack on Tony Blair, criticising his plans 
for devolution and what he called his "love 
in” with Margaret Thatcher. “1 am very 
worried about a Labour Party leader who 
has changed his party's name, has 
mortgaged Its past to try and buy his 
personal future," he sand. 


Newty-wed couple Michael and M^efta Rigney thought Gretna Green was the 
perfect location for a quiet wedding and honeymoon. But within two hours of 
tying the knot, the Prime Minister, his entourage mid the national media had 
descended on this normaDy tranquil spot After being congrat u lated by the 
Majors, they were jumped on by waiting reporters. “We were hoping we were 
going to have a quiet wedding" Mr Rigney told them. 



The Conservatives' man in a chicken suit, employed to follow 
Tony Blair until he agrees to demands for a television debate, 
was nowhere to be seen at the Labour manifesto launch. But 
media interest was intense following reports that he had 
fought rtf an attack from a headless chicken and another 
from a to*. By midday, Tbry Chicken had also attracted the 
attentions of several other creatures inducting a rhinoceros 
and two teddy bears. The bears trailed him ati morning, 
reportedly eating crisps and biscuits and smoking cigarettes. 
One gave his name as Tony Bear, of the Political Picnic Party. 
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Manifesto details: Education is at forefront of commitments to build a more inclusive society 

Labour vision of reformed Britain 

Tooy Blair held lip a dual message 
of 'Caution and radicalism to the 
British electorate yesterday with the 
launch of his party’s 1997 manifesto. 

The following is an edited ten of the 
manifesto. 




Education 

Education, the manifesto says, is 
Labour's number one priority. The 
party promises that over the course 
of a five-year parliament, it would 
raise the proportion of national 
income spent on iL 

There should be no return to the 
1 1 -plus, but comprehensive schools 
should be modernised with a focus 
on higher standards. All education 
authorities must prove every school 
is improving. A “fresh start” would 
be ordered for those that do not. and 
they would be closed down and 
opened again oq the same site. Id 
some cases, good schools would be 
allowed to take over bad ones. 

Money saved from scrapping nurs- 
ery vouchers would be used to guar- 
antee places for four-year-olds, and 
targets would be set for universal 
provision for three-year-olds whose 
parents wanted it 

In primary schools, there would be 
testing for five-year-olds, and mon- 
ey from the phasing out of the As- 
sisted Places scheme would be used 
to cut class sizes to less than 30 for 
five- to seven-year-olds. 

Literacy summer schools would 
help to meet targets for every child 
to leave primary school with a read- 
ing age of 1 1 within a decade. A Gen- 
eral Teaching Council would raise 
teaching standards, and in deprived 
areas there would be education 
action zones. British Telecom and 
cable companies would put schools 
on the internet. 

Individual Learning Accounts 
would help adults to go back into 
education, and university students 
would be expected to repay the cost 
of their maintenance. 

The economy 

Labour would aim to spend wisely 
and tax fairly to ensure low inflation, 
rising living standards and high, sta- 
ble employment levels. Economic 
stability is essential for sustained 
growth. Labour would seek to raise 
the trend rate of growth by strength- 
ening the wealth-creating base. 

Tax and spending 

For two years. Labour would work 
within the departmental spending 
ceilings set by the Conservatives. 

Labour's long-term aim is a low- 
er starting rate of income tax of lOp 
in the pound. VAT on fuel would be 
cut to 5 per cent and there would be 
no extension of the tax ro food, chil- 
dren's clothes, books, newspapers or 
public transport fares. 

The inflation of 15 percent or less 
would be matched, and the Bank of 
England reformed to ensure deci- 
sion-making was more open. Labour 
would borrow only to invest and pub- 
lic debt would remain at a stable pro- 
portion of national income. 

Departmental spending reviews 
would root out waste. A budget 
would be introduced within two 
months to bring in a windfall levy on 
the privatised utilities, to fund the 
welfare to work programme. 

Health 

Labour would raise spending on the 
National Health Service in real 
terms every year and put the mon- 
ey towards patient care. It would also 
cut spending on bureaucracy. As a 
result, extra resources would be 
channelled into patient care. 

100,000 people would be removed 
from waiting lets and waiting for can- 
cer surgery would be eliminated. 

The interna] market in the health 
service would be ended, and GPs and 
nurses will combine to plan local 
health services. Hospitals would be 
required to meet high standards, and 
managements would be held to ac- 
count to performance level. 

A minister for public health would 
be appointed to improve the health 
of the nation, taking into account the 
effects of poverty, poor housing, 
unemployment and a polluted envi- 
ronment.' Tobacco advertising would 
be banned. 

Business 

Competition law would be reformed 
and anti-competitive practices 
stopped. Labour would promote 
competition between the privatised 
utilities wherever possible. 

Labour would promote publie/pn- 
vate partnerships and cut unneces- 
sary red tape for small businesses. 
Advice and training would be im- 
proved through a university for in- 
dustry and a reformed Business 
Links network. Regional Develop- 
ment Agencies would be set up. 

Unions and wages 

Key elements of the trade union leg- 
islation in the 1980s on ballots, 
picketing and industrial action would 
he retained. People should be free 
to join or not join a union and where 
a majority of the relevant workforce 
wanted to be represented by one. it 
should be recognised. 

An independent low-pay com- 
mission would advise on a minimum 
wage, which would be set according 
to economic circumstances. 

Employee Share Ownership plans 
and cooperatives would give work- 
ers a share in their companies. 



Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 
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Steve Boggan 


After learning that Labour's 10 
promises to the nation were scrib- 
bled down by Tony Blair in his back 
garden, it should come as no surprise 
to find that the manifesto proper was 
drawn up largely tty the party leader. 

Unlike the Tories* manifesto., 
which relies heavily on ideas from 
policy advisers rather than the par- 
ty leader, senior Labour sources said 
theirs Is mostly a crystallisation of 
Mr Blair’s hopes and dreams. 

“He wrote the introduction a tong 
time ago and not a word has teen 
changed,” said one senior aide. 
“Large pans of it were written by 
him - including the chapter on ed- 
ucation and the last. chapter [on 
leadership in Europe] and every- 
thing else has gone through him. It's 
very much a part of him.” 

Based on the draft manifesto put 
before the Labour conference last 



The advisers (from left): Robin Cook, Alistair Darling and Lord Irvine of jAiifi; 
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year - and subsequently. approved 
by 95 per cent of the membership 
- the 40- page. 19,000-word docur- 
ment passed through three tiers. 

. Fite, shadow ministers and their 
advises would formulate and thrash 
out broad policy. Robin Cook, as - 
chairman of Labours policy forum, 

. oversaw policy development' with Mr 


Blair, John Prescott, the deputy 
leader and Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor. The proposals 
had to be submitted for costing by 
Alist ai r Darling, Labour’s Treasury 
spokesman. There were advisers - 
such as Ed Balls is Mr Brown's of- 
fice -but. according to aides; “The 
politicians were the brains.'’ : 


Overseveral years, Icadirigaca-^ 
demies, mtcrestgroups and' business 
add industrial- forums were can- 
vassed for opinions , before solid 
ideas wereadopLed. Next along the; 
process came David Mffibraridvbeed 
rQf Labour’s pofiqy^unii, Jonathan 
Rtwelk Mr Blairis chief-of-slaffi; 
and Lord Irvine Lairg,' the'shaff- 
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A Labour government would re- 
sist unreasonable public sector pay 
demands. 

Welfare to work 

A one-off windfall levy on the excess 
profits of the privatised utilities 
would fund a programme to give 
250, U00 undcr-25s opportunities for 
work, education or training. Every 
young person unemployed for more 
than six months would be given a job 
or training. 

Four programmes would be of- 
fered to unemployed young people: 
private-sector jobs with a £60-per- 
week employers' rebate for six 
months; voluntary work, paving ben- 
efit plus a fixed sum for six months; 
full-time study on an approved 
course; or a job with the environment 
task force, linked to Labour’s citizens’ 
service scheme. 

A new Target 2000 programme will 
replace lire Youth Training Scheme, 
offering high-quality education and 
training. 

For tire long-term unemployed, 
there would be a scheme offering tax 
rebates of £75 per week to employ- 
ers for six months if they took on 
someone who had been out of work 
for two years. 

Lone parents whose children arc 
at school would be offered extra ad- 
vice to get them back into work, and 
new "employment zones” would of- 
fer help to all unemployed people. 


There would be a dampdown on 
Housing Benefit fraud. 

Law and order 

Labour would be tough on crime and 
tough on the causes of crime. A “zero 
tolerance" approach would ensure 
petty criminality among young of- 
fenders is addressed. Community 
safety orders would deal with threat- 
ening and disruptive neighbours. 
Child protection orders would deal 
with young children suffering neglect 
by parents because they are left out 
on their own far too late at night. A 
new offence of racial harassment 
would be created. 

Local authorities would be re- 
quired to set targets for the reduc- 
tion of crime and disorder locally. 

Youth crime 


The manifesto reiterates the pledge 
to halve the time it takes to get per- 
sistent young offenders from arrest 
to sentencing. Cautions would be re- Housing 
.placed by a single, final warning. 

There would be new parental re- 
sponsibility orders to make parents 
face up to their responsibility for their 
children's misbehaviour. 


departments. The use of compulso- 
ry drug testing would be pflotted and 
judges and magistrates would be able 
to issue treatment orders on drug of- 
fenders. The drug problem in pris- 
ons would be addressed with random 
drug testing of all prisoners. 

Guns 

There would be legislation to allow 
MPs a free vote fora complete' ban 
on handguns. 

Families 

A national childcare strategy would 
plan provision to match the re- 
quirements of the modem labour 
market and help parents, especially 
women, to balance family and work- 
ing life. Labour supports the right of 
employees not to te forced to work 
more than 48 hours per week, to an 
annual holiday entitlement and to 
limited, unpaid parental leave. 


leaseholders would be simplified. The 
duty on local authorities to protect 
those who are homeless through no 
fault of their own would be rein- Transport 
stated. Labour is consulting on the 
best way to tackle the problem of 
gazumping. 


case for b nil ding new nuclear pow- 
er stations. 


Drugs 

Labour would appoint an anti-drugs 
'supremo to co-ordinate the battle 
against drugs across government 


Councils would be able to reinvest 
receipts from council house sales in 
building new ones and rehabilitating 
old ones. Tenants id multi-occupa- 
tion houses would be protected. A 
new form of tenancy, commo ahold, 
would enable people living in flats to 
own their homes individually and to 
own the common parts collectively. 
Rules' on purchase of freeholds by 


Pensions 

The basic state pension would be re- 
tained as the foundation of pension 
provision and would continue to be 
uprated in line with prices. Labour 
would create a new framework, 
stakeholder pensions, involving part- 
nerships between financial services 
companies, employers and employ- 
ees. Labour would retain SERFS. 

Couples divorcing would have to 
split pensions between themselves. 
Local authorities would be able to 
continue providing old people's 
homes. Labour would introduce a 
long-term care charter defining the 
standard of services which people are 
entitled to expect from health, hous- 
ing and sodal services. labour would 
set up a review of the central areas^ 
of insecurity for elderly people. 

The -environment 

Government departments would 
have to -promote policies to sustain 
the environment. Parliament should 
have an environmental audit to en- 
sure high standards across govern- 
ment. Labour sees no economic 


Labour’s goal would be to win more 
passengers and freight for raiL There 
would be more effective and ac- 
countable regulation and Labour 
would ensure public subsidy best 
serves the public interest. A new rail 
authority would be created to pro- 
vide a strategic programme for the 
development of the railways. London 
Underground would not be privatised 
but a new public/private partnership 
would be created to improve iL Bus 
services would be regulated and 
- more bus lanes provided. 

Labour remains unconvinced 
about the need for 44-ton lorries. 
There would be a strategic review of 
the roads programme. 

The countryside 

Labour favours a moratorium on 
large-scale sales of Forestry Com- 
mission land. There would be a free 
vote, in Parliament on whether hunt- 
ing with hounds should be banned. 

Arts and culture 

Labour proposes to se up a Nation- 
al Endowment for Science and the 
Arts to sponsor young talent Well- 
known artists would be encouraged 
to Support young talent by donating 


copyright and royalties to the fond. 

Labour would review the distrib- 
ution, of lottery proceeds and aim to 
ensure the lottery is administered ef- 
ficiently. When tiie current contract 
runs out. Labour would aim to seek 
an efficient, not-for-profit operator. 
Labour proposes a newmfllenoium 
commission to support a range of ed- 

. ucation, . environment and public 
health projects after the Millennium 
Exhibition is finished. 

Sport 

Labour would bring the policy of 
forcing schools to sell off playing 
fields to an end. It would bade the 
bid to host the 2006 soccer World 
Cup and aim to attract the Olympics 
to Britain. 

Media 

The regulatory framework for me- 
dia and broadcasting should reflect 
the realities of a far more open and 
competitive economy and enormous 
technological advances. 

Political reform 

The right of hereditary peers to sit 
and vote in the House of Lords 
would be ended as the first stage in 
.a process of reform to make the 
Lords more democratic. Life peers 
will continue to be appointed, with 
an emphasis on crossbenchers and 
Labour says no political party should 
seek a majority in the House of 
Lords. Prime Ministers' Question 
Time would be made more effective. 

There would be a referendum on 
the voting system for the House of 
Commons. On the funding of polit- 
ical parties, Labour would ban for- 
eign donations and ask the Nolan 
committee to consider how the fend- 
ing of political parties should be reg- 
ulated and reformed. A Freedom of 
Information Act would lead to more 
open gove rnm ent. 

Devolution 

Labour would enact legislation as 
soon as possible after the election to 
allow the people of Scotland and 
TCdes to vote in separate referen- 
dums on proposals for a Scottish Par- 
liament and a Welsh assembly. 

The referendums would take place 
not later than autumn 1997 and, if 
the vote is in favour. Labour would 
introduce substantive devolution 
proposals in Parliament. 

Local government 

Local decision making should be less 
constrained by central government 
and more accountable to local peo- 
ple. Councils would have a new duty 
to promote the economic, soda) and 
environmental well-being of their ar- 
eas. lb ensure greater accountabil- 
ity, there would be annual council 
elections with a proportion of coun- 
cillors elected every year. Although 
universal ooundl-tax capping would 
go. Labour would retain reserve pow- 
ers to control excessive rises. 

Councils would not be forced to 
put services out to tender. Every 
council would be forced to publish 
a local performance plan and the 
Audit Commission would get addi- 
tional powers to monitor perfor- 
mance and efficiency. 

London would get a strategic 
authority and a mayor, both direct- 
ly elected, which would take re- 
sponsibility for economic regener- 
ation, planning, polking, transport 
and environmental protection. 

Labour would establish regional 
chambers, where there was clear 
popular consent 

Northern Ireland 

Labour would continue a bipartisan 
approach. It is committed to recon- 
ciliation between the two traditions 
and a political settlement which 
could command the support of both. 

Europe 

Labour has set out a detailed agen- 
da for reform, leading from the 
front during the UK presidency in 
the first half of 1998. Labour would 
aim for rapid completion of the sin- 
gle market, enlargement of the Eu- 
ropean Union, reform of the 
Common Agricultural Policy, greater 
openness and democracy in EU in- 
stitutions, retention of the national 
veto and sigmng the Social Chapter. 

Any decision about the single 
currency would be preceded by a 
referendum. 

Defence 

Labour would conduct a review to 
consider how the role of the armed 
forces should be adjusted. Labour 
would retain Trident and press for 
multilateral negotiations towards 
reductions in nuclear weapons. 

Labour would work for imple- 
mentation of the Chemical Weapons 
Convention and ban the import, ex- 
port and manufacture of all forms of 
anli-peisonoel landmines with an im- 
mediate moratorium of their use. 

hitenj^tional relations 

Labour would press for a reform of 
the UN, including an early resolu- 
tion of.its fending crises and a more 
effective role in peace-keeping. 

A cabinet minister would lead a 
new .department of international 
development Labour would make 
the protection and promotionof hu- 
man r ig h t s central to foreign policy^ 
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Manifesto analysis: Promises to stick to Tory public spending plans mean tax burden must rise 

Labour to 


toe Tray 
* line on 

economy 

Kane Coyle ^ 

Economics Editor ec ?“ OI * u ? P 00 ^ Fbr altiiough 

1 — - most of the partisan sound and 

XESTESStSL. 

^ Labour's ^ YeSterda > r ' ltwas same coofitraints onrfmtfront. 

aaraSB* 


cellor Gordon Brawn’s many 
and lengthy speeches and is de- 

donfvl tn lunrl . — 


about economic policy. 

First, a Labour government 
would manage the economy re- 
sponsibly. It would retain the 25 


peats Gordon Brown’s pledge 
to stick to the existing public 
spending plans for two years, 
meanwhile conducting^a thor- 
ough review of spending prior- 
ities. It suggests - optimistically, 
according to many economists 

_ 1- 1 • . 


'ZZZZzj-lZ ... » according to many economists 

11011 tar8 ^. andout_ - ^at ,ower unemployment 
do the Government factual- can deliver big savings on sodal 
ly hitting il It would stick to the security expenditure. • 
existing public spending plans The manifesto «fcn nlpHyc to 

"ESTi*-. “=s*:s“ 3 "k 


for two years. 

Second, Labour policies 
would make a difference to 
what, 15 years ago. we would 
haw called the supply side of 
the economy - to incentives for 

u»nirlr hurin.Mn . - 1 « 


D 

eminent borrowing; over the 
course of the business cyde, the 
government wili only borrow to 
finance inves tment The rule im- 
plies lower borrowing on avex- 



Sh aring in the future: The Labour Party has made education the top priority in its manifesto, published yesterday 


y tor pues lower borrowing 00 avex- 

work, business efficiency and tax age than the Conservatives have 
reform to promote saving. achiev-ed. The grim arithmetic 
what makes the manifesto of the public finances , means 
more than an exercise in out-7b- these only add up if the tax hur- 
rying the Tories is a matter of den rises, 
tone. Unlike the Conservative Labour has pledged that the 

venfion, this one talks about how basic and higher rates of income 
the poor and unemployed could tax wifi not go dp for at least five 
share in the benefits of a grow- years. That leaves open the 

mcr ocnnnvm/ 


ing economy. 

Questions of distribution, of 
fairness as Labour would put it, 
are turning out to be where the 
two main parties differ most on 


^v«um> A MUI IM 1TW ,U|IVU U1W 

possibility of higher income tax 
through limiting tax allowances 
and reliefs - the biggest of 
which is mortgage interest tax 
relief, or Miras. Alternatively, 


Labour could tax companies 
more heavily, perhaps by stop- 
ping insurance companies and 
pension funds from claiming 
back the advance corporation 
tax on the receipts of dividends 
from the companies they invest 
in. Many analysts think this 
measure Kkely because it would 
end tbejpressure on companies 
to pay high dividends rather than 
retain more of their profits fbr 
investment. 

The tougher task for a 
Labour Government will be 


sticking to the Conservatives' 
spending plans. These involve 
slashing real-terms growth in 
spending from about 3 per cent 
a year in the five years from 1992 
to less than 05 per cent a year 
for the next three years- If it can 
be done at all, it implies a 
wrenching shift between some , 
kinds of expenditure and others. 

The Labour equivalent of 
clear blue water emerges in 
manifesto pledges to introduce 
a “sensible” national mmirnmn 
wage, to sign the Social Chap- 


ter. to get young people and sin- 
gle parents into work and make 
sure 16- and 17-year-olds have 
achieved a minminm qualifica- 
tion. Yet even here the water is 
shallower than the two main par- 
ties would like to admit. 

Take Labour’s wetfare-to- 
work measures, to be funded by 
the windfall tax. Both parties 
recognise that long-term un- 
employment can only be re- 
duced by getting the people 
concerned into jobs - any jobs 
- because the only way to move 


up the employment ladder is to 
get on to one of its rungs. 

The Conservatives favour 
the stick --workfare and the Job 
Seekers’ Allowance. Labour 
favours the carrot - rebates for 
employers, or job opportunities 
in the voluntary sector or an en- 
vironment task force, alongside 
the number one priority a {rais- 
ing levels of education and 
skill. The stick is cheaper, the 
carrot fairer, but they point in 
the same direction. 

Leading article, page 21 


INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 


Strategists fudge issue of 
right to union recognition 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

\ One of the few areas of polity 
where there is “clear blue wa- 
ter" between the Conservative 
Party and Labour is the 
issue of industrial relations. 

In its manifesto, however, 
there are signs that Labour may 
be watering down its policy on 
■union recognition, following 
pressure from employers. 

In previous policy statements, 
Labour has indicated that 
unions should have the legal 
right to recognition where a ma- 
jority of employees vote fbr it. 
In the manifesto yesterday, how- 
ever, Labour strategists seem to 
have “fudged" the issue so that 
unions might have to show they 


have more than half the work- 
force in membership before 
barcainingxightn»tt granted. 

The document also makes it 
dear that there will be no instant 
legislation, prescribing a peri- 
od of ‘irfficoDSUftatibn 1 * before 
a law is introduced. That would 


further scope to amend the 
proposals. The delay is also an 
acknowledgement that there 
could be substantial difficulties 


would stay, the document says. 

Despite its “New Labour* 
flavour however - and despite 
Labour’s keenness to' show no 
favouritism towards unions -the 
proposals an industrial relations 
are considerably different to 
those of the Conservatives. 

Jjq their manifesto, the Tories 
registered thefr determination to 


riving at system of penatties for 
employers who flout the law. 

Labour makes dear there 
would be no return to the “fly- 
ing pickets”, secondary action 
and strikes without ballots of the 
1970s. Key elements of the 
union legislation of the 80s 


unions -so that employers and 
members of the public could sue 
them owr industrial action which 
had a “disproportionate or ex- 
cessive" impact Arguably this 
would amount to the most re- 
strictive union law passed in 
peacetime for 90 years and would 
make effective industrial action 
impossible in a wide range of 
services and industries. 


- A further difference lies in 
Labour’s support for the. Social 
Chapter of the European Union, 
although the manifesto makes 
dear that a Blair government 
would not be wedded to tradi- 
tional interventionism. The doc- 
ument says a Labour 
government would use its infiu- 
eooe in Europe to ensure that the 

Sty*mlSfran 
Whfle tbe Conservative man- 
ifesto explicitly rules out a 
statutory minimum wage, 
Labour yesterday reiterated its 
intention to introduce such a 
law. It would remove the “worst 
excesses of low pay” and cutihe 
bill for in-woik benefits through 
which taxpayers subsidise 
employers who pay low wages. 



SCHOOLS AND THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM 


Nurses van take part In joint commissioning under Labour's plans 

HEALTH 

New food safety agency 
but little reform of NHS 


Back-to- 


Judith Judd 

Ed ucation Editor 

Labour is preparing to end the 
nine-subject primary school cur- 
riculum. Inner-city primaries 
will be allowed to abandon parts 
of the curriculum so Hat toy tan 

concentrate on the basics. 

.And secondary schools wfflbe 

riven more frcedotaio send M- 
16 - war-olds on work eqpenence 
or vocational courses instead of 
keeping them in the classroom. 

If 1 [he scheme is successful aU 

t schools arc likely to be offered 

■ a less prescriptive curriculum 
when it is revised in . wm. 

This will reopen the delate 
about what should be ta tight m 
schools. Margate! Thatcher 


originally wanted the national 
curriculum to include only Eng- 
lish, maths and science but she 
lost the battle against Kenneth 
Baker, the former secretary of 
state for education, who insist- 
ed on nine subjects in primary 
and 10 in secondary. 

Labour announced new “in- 
ner-city action zones” where 
schools with poor exam results, 
local authorities and business 
will be expected to draw up ac- 
tion plans detailing targets for 
academic performance, better 
discipline and less truancy..They 
will be able to apply for the na- 
tional curriculum to be relaxed 
so that primary schools can 
spend an hour a day on both lit- 
eracy and numeracy. 


Though Labour emphasises . 
tha t grant maintained schools 
wil] not dose, their freedoms 
wiD be curtailed. They will lose 
their financial advantages, have 
to appoint {governors from lo- 
cal authorities, and, most im- 
portantly, will have to agree 
their admissions policy with 
the council If the school and the • 
authority fail to agree, the case 
will be considered by an 
independent arbiter. 

A Labour government would 
advise teachers on how to teach. 
Traditional methods such as 
phonies will be recommended 
for reading and whole-class 
fggrhmg for maths. 

Like the Conservatives, 
Labour is suggesting- that 


schools should be encouraged 
to specialise, but its proposals 
are vaguer. It says: “All parents 
should be offered real choice, 
through good-quality schools, 
each with its own strength and 
ethos." 

One of the biggest question 
marks over Labour promises is 
money. The roarty says that it win 
useflSO million a year from the 
Assisted Places Scheme to cut 
infant class sizes, but some ex- 
perts believe the cost will be 
much greater. 

There is also a promise to 
spend "* bigger (unspecified) 
Slice of national income on ed- 
ucation but the funds available 
will depend on reducing the so- 
cial security bfll. 


Annabel Feniman 

Labour’s watchwords are cau- 
tion for the NHS and radical- 
ism for public health. It is 
going to refine and improve tbe 
NHS interna] market but tack- 
le' the food and tobacco indus- 
tries bead on. 

A headline in tbe manifesto 
proclaims that Labour win end 
the Tory internal market, but a 
dose reading of the detail sug- 
gests it will do no soch thing. 
Out goes the purchaser-pro- 
vider split, but in comes tbe 
planner-provider distinction 
(“the planning and provision of 
care are necessaiy and distinct 
functions, and will remain so", 
the manifesto says). 

Out goes the small GP land- 
holder (though the manifesto 
does not categorically say it wiD 
be abolished) and in conies 
joint commissioning, in which 
“GPs and nurses will take the 
lead in combining together lo- 
cally to plan local health ser- 


vices”. Out will go one-year 
contracts between GPs and 
trusts; m wiD come three- to five- 
year agreements. The system 
should work better, but will not 
be a thousand miles away from 
the present set-np. 

What the party lacks in rad- 
icalism for tbe NHS, bowevei; 
it makes up for by its policies 
on public health. It promises to 
ban tobacco advertising (to 
cries of joy from tbe British 
Medical Association, which has 
campaigned to this end for 
many years); set up a new post 
of ministar for public health; 
and establish an independent 

food standards agency to re- 
move responsibility for food 

safety from the Ministry of 
Agriaritnre, Fisheries and Food, 

which is seen as too closely al- 
lied to the tanning lobby 

On the issue of resources. It 
promises to raise spending in 
real terms every year, but “to 
spend the money on patients not 
bureaucracy", fit favouring doc- 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT 


Ntetobs Schoon - 

Ffluironment Correspondent ^ 

Ly hour's lop priority at the 

Department of Ac-E™*" 

mentwiU concern rafopM® »■ 
cal government s pojwcn m 
... finances, pushing 

I which ipublicseawtanjes aj* 

built and refurbished, ana 
jjrtcediflgup uitan re&aenum- 
^C^ciThomes forrent will 
u e to be transferred to 


not-for-profit oraamsations 
which will seek funding for 

badly needed renovation and 

maintenance from the private 
sector. But Labour alro 
believes that allowing councus 
to invest the money mey mate 
from selling council homes wffl 
increase the rate « which hous- 
fog'iicxr'kiw^ineonie fteiih^ K 
built and refurbished , 

The funding formula for lo- 
cal government will be re- 


designed so that prosperous 
councils like Westminster get 
less money from central gov- 
ernment and regional conur- 
bations get more. That change 
will be in place for a. November 
Budget tins year. Local councils 
wiH be given a legal duty to pro- 
mote social, economic and 
environmental improvements 
in their area. 

. Ancrtberprioriiy is settingup 
an elected, London-wide strate- 


gic authority - provided that 
Londoners ^ vote for one in aref- 
eiendum. The mayor of this 
reborn Greater London Coun- 
cil will also be directly elected. 

“Crude and universal coun- 
cil -tax capping should go,” says 
the xnamresto, bat a. Labour 
government would give itself 
reserve powersto control coon- 
cfl tax powers. And if a conned 
is shown by the Audit Com- 
mission to be acting in an 


incompetent or profligate way. 
“government will, where nec- 
essary, send in a management 
team with full powers to rem- 
edy failure". 

Green issues figure in Tbny 
Blair’s introduction to the doc- 
ument and bis list of 10 key 
pledges for the first five years 
of a Labour government “We 
will put concern for the envi- 
ronment at the heart of poHcy- 
making so that it is not an add 


on extra.*' he writes. Uta BeJ- 
lion, head of policy with friends 
of the Earth, said: ‘There is a 
lack of dear targets and com- 
mitments, but we think Labour 
are waking up to the green 
cause. It is the greenest mani- 
festo they have ever produced, 
and it is stronger than the Con- 
servatives.” 

There is a hint Labour might 
introduce “green taxes" on pol- 
lution. “Work should be en- 


Photograph: Jeremy Sutton-Hibbert 


Abolish Miras £2.4bn 

Abolish married couples' allowance £2.8bn 

Restrict personal allowances to 23% £1 .5bn 

VAT on private education and health £1 .5bn 

Withdraw tax credit on Advance 
Corporation Tax £5bn 

Total £13.2bn 

(excludes Windfall Tax) 

Source: NatWest Markets 


CRIME 

Tough 
talk over 
law and 
order 

Patricia Wynn Dawes 

“Tough on crime, tough on the 
causes of crime" was coined by 
Tbny Blair when be was shad- 
ow home secretary, long before 
becoming party leader was a 
realistic option. 

Tbe manifesto confirms that 
tbe approach would continue to 
underpin the law and order pol- 
icy of a Labour government - 
although the subject of attack- 
ing the causes of crime disap- 
pointingly merits just seven 
words: “by our measures to re- 
lieve sodal deprivation." There 
is a related message in the sec- 
tion on strengthening family life, 
however. “Runilies are the core 
of our sodety." it says. “They 
should leach right from wrong. 

Much more forcibly spelt 
out is Labours daim to be the 
“party of law and order in 
Britain today” and its accusation 
that the Conservatives have 
presided over tbe worst law and 
order record of any government 
since the Second World Wax. 

There are five main initiatives 
to do with managing crime it- 
self: fast-track punishment for 
persistent young offenders; the 
reform of the Crown Prosecu- 
tion Service lo cut bureaucracy, 
m efficiency and the downgrad- 
ing of offences; more police on 
the beat; a crackdown on petty 
crime and neighbourhood dis- 
order and a fresh parliamentary 
vote 10 ban all handguns. 

Wisely, and in contrast to 
some of the enthusiastic claims 
by the last government, the par- 
ly suggests that it could halve the 
time it takes to get persistent 
young offenders from arrest to 
sentencing. And Labour has 
commendably grasped the op- 
portunity to pledge to create a 
specific new offence of racially 
motivated violence. It also 
repeats earlier pledges to “im- 
plement an effective sentencing 
system for all the main offences 
to ensure greater consistency 
and stricter punishment for se- 
rious repeat offenders." 

Alongside the pledges of 
“zero tolerance" of young crim- 
inals and neglectful parents, 
elsewhere the manifesto offers 
something in the field of positive 
rights with a pledge to incorpo- 
rate the European Convention 
on Human Rights into UK law. 
Immigration procedures for 
those wanting to join a husband 
and wife in this country would be 
reformed to remove the unfair 
results that can follow from (he 
“primary purpose" rule, while ap- 
plicants for asylum would be en- 
sured “swift and fair decisions". 


tors and nurses over bureau- 
crats, Labour is of course re- 
peating the mantra of all poli- 
tical parties (one cannot wait to 
see a party with the slogan: 
‘more power to the pen-push- 
ers”), but it can do so with a lit- 
tle more conviction than the 
Ibries, who showed astonishing 
yp^tprHny m proclaim- 
ing their spouting had always 
concentrated on “priorities, not 
wasteful bureaucracy". 

The first £100m saved from 
running the internal market, 
will be put into patient care, to 
end, in particular; all waits for 
cancer surgery, it says. 

Other imaginative, though 
secondary pledges, include: 
e li m in a tin g mixed-sex wards; 
promoting new developments in 
telemedicine, so expert advice Is 
brought from regional centres of 
excellence to neighbourhood 
level; and measuring the qual- 
ity of outcomes from hospital 
treatment, rather than merely 
the quantity. 


courage d through the tax sys- 
tem, environmental pollution 
should be discouraged," the 
manifesto says. The Tbry gov- 
ernment's plans to cut the cost 
of the tax disefor low pollution 
lorries wil] be continued. 

Labour wants renewable en- 
ergy sources such as solar and 
wind power boasted but “we see 
□0 economic case for the build- 
ing of any new nuclear power 
stations". 
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Pledges fell to woo disaffected Tories 


Bfflchael Streeter 

Hie Opposition party's insistent 
message that the Conservatives 
cannot be trusted over their elec- 
don promises is echoed by voters 
in key marginal seats, according to 
The Independent 's focus group of 
disaffected Tory supporters. 

Among the voters in Redditch, 
home of so-called Mondeo Man, 
the Thatcherite Tories whom 
Labour is trying to win over, there 
is doubt whether John Major's par- 
ty could keep its promise to switch 
persona] tax allowances between 
spouses looking after dependants. 
Some fear that even if such a plan 
was put into action, it would be paid 
for by simply shifting the burden 



of taxation elsewhere. Warehouse 
worker Adrian Blick, 30, and his 
partner, Usa. are not married but 
say in any case the estimated £18 
a week the allowance might bring 
would provide scant comfort on 
their tight budgetary margins. 

“We need our two wages just to 
pay the mortgage and the other 
bills,*' said MrBIick, who is now de- 
termined to vote Labour. “And the 
money is going to come from some- 
where. 1 can't see this being much 


of an encouragement to anyone." 

Radio frequency engineer 
Steven Marriott, said the allowance 
held few attractions for him and his 
wife and he wOl wait until all the 
manifestos are published before de- 
ciding which party to vote for. He 
added: Tm more interested in 
working to get good job prospects. 
They [the lories] are Just chasing 
votes like they did before over tax 
cuts. Tm not sure 1 believe them." 

The reaction from Mark Red- 
fem, 29, an engineer, was equally 
sceptical. “If they really did this, it 
would be quite good for some peo- 
ple. But they let me down last time 
over taxes. And where is the mon- 
ey going to come from? They 
would just tax me more; it would 


not benefit usJohn Major says he 
wants to talk about the real issues 
but the issue is that he has lied to 
people." 

Former British Gas travel man- 
ager, Roger Proa, 54* dismissed the 
Tory manifesto proposal as a “gan-. 
mick”. He said: “They have had 18 
years and they oould have done this 
years ago. Why now?" Tbofruafcer 
Andrew Osdak, 45, stud the Tbty 
manifesto offered little new .and 
welcomed Labour's plans to im- 
prove deprived schools, bntbeBeres 
foe issue was about leadership. 
“John Major is okay but weak, m 
my mmd Tony Blair is stronger.” 

Even among those considering 
voting Conservative a g ain , there 
was limited enthistasm for the tax 


alliance. For Derrise Sparices, 35, 
who works in a supermarket and 
is a dressmaker, the mam concern 
is nursery e duc a tioi L-Shcsaid: “It 
sounds attractive but I would still 
have to go to work. I have two chil- 
drea and another bathe way:* 
David Bignafi, a former British 
Tfelecom engineer, wondered how 
the newscfaemewoildbefnancedL 
“Everyone' will think they are do- ' 


people’s private lives, and look at 
politics as a whole." 

However, there was some com- 
fort for John Major from Susan 
Lovett, 38, a former sales cansul- 
tant who bow stays at home to look 

after her two children. Mrs Lovett 


ingit just because afthe election." 
He applauded the strength of the 
economy, winch a the mam reason 
why he wants to rote Conservative 
again and says hisdciy real oMxxxn 
about the Ibries is "over sleaze.' 
“They seem fo keep shooting 
themselves in the foot. But Isup- 
pose we have to loolrfurther than 


id; “It [the tax aHowancepro- 
jsaD fcan excellent idea. There 


are alot of women in royposition 
lo oking after children at home." 

She said it would make her even 
mdire likely to vote for the Ibries 
agstm. “What concerns me about 
Labour, is that they are not an- 
swering direct questions," Mrs 
Xdvettsrid and regrets bow much 
■dftim haridfigniiMt crfthft rampfl jgn 

so far. “It’s a pity that we have not 

reafty got down to the mam issues," 


Hamiltons peek 
outside as media 
caravan moves on 


Jojo Moyes, 

“Excuse me if I looked fierce when 
1 opened the door," said Christine 
Hamil ton. “It’s just that at the mo- 
ment I tend to expect the worst.” 

This is not surprising. Yesterday 
marked the Hamiltons' first day in 
weeks without a media camp at the 
end of their drive; a camp which 
has ensured virtual house arrest 
since last Sunday for Neil Hamil- 
ton. the loty MP at the centre of 
persisting sleaze allegations. 

“If you want to include the fact 
that they were camped outside our 
flat in London from the day the 
news broke that the Downey report 
wasn’t coming out we're just end- 
ing our third week," Mrs Hamil ton 
raid. 

She and her husband were still 
“lying low" as she put it yesterday, 
but despite The Independent’s ap- 
pearance. Mrs Hamilton, one of the 
most robust of Tbiy wives, was in 
an amenable mood 

Over the past week, cameramen 
and reporters have braved “the 
Hamilton run", up the long, daf- 
fodil-lined drive that leads to their 
home in Alderley Edge, Cheshire, 
to receive epithets bestowed upon 
them by Mrs Hamilton, the mildest 
of which included “reptile” and 
“snakes”. 


She informed waiting reporters 
that if Neil resigned, “which he 
won't", or even if she had an affair 
with the milkman - “which I won’t” 
- they would be the last to know, 
as she would call the Press Asso- 
ciation instead 

The onfy newspaper to speak to 
the elusive MP in the first week of 
the Conservative election cam- 
paign has been the local Knutsford 
Guardian. Reporter Paul Broster 
said Mr Hamilton had “never 
locked hims elf away to us" because 
the newspaper “always tried to be 
fair” but it had never doorstepped 
him, Mr Hamilton's home bang 
“out of our area”. 

It is not just the Hamiltons who 
have been under siege. The first 
words of his agent Peter Mc- 
Dowell, on being contacted were: 
“Don’t tell me. You've heard a Tu- 
mour from the Guardian that Mr 
Hamilton will stand down this 
weekend." He wasn’t, Mr Mc- 
Dowell was keen to add. 

Despite Mr Hamilton’s non-ap- 
pearance in public, according to Mr 
McDowell, the MP forTaiion has 
spent his time usefully on the tele- 
phone talking to constituents pri- 
or to the selection meeting next 
Tuesday. He had also held a series 
of evening meetings with local 
constituents in their homes after 



I 




Fenced in: Christine Hamilton wagging her finger at the press over the hedge of her Cheshire 


reporters left, “where he's been 
telling people the facts of all this". 
Details of who Mr Hamilton had 
been meeting, he said, were private. 

“But he has been about these 
past few evenings. I don't think the 
watchdogs at the end of the drive 


have been particularly effirient," be 
added happily. 

Mr H amilton 's campaign, Mr 
McDowell said, has not been af- 
fected by the “sege". He would be 
out and about again after the dis- 
solution of Parliament on the 


eighth and his campaign wnnlri he 

conducted “as before 6 . “In local 
areas, he will be going out can-, 
voting during the day, meeting 
people. In the evenings he’ll be vis- 
aing the odd pub.” 

Until then, the Hamiltons stay 


lome Photograph: Craig Baston 

in the peace of their home, brac- 
ing themselves for the next on- 
slaught, b ehind the sign that warns 
of a non-existent dpg mid —perhaps 
a scarier deterrent - a cardboard 
cut-out of Baroness Thatcher 
sitting by tiie door. 
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Want to know what’s on at your local 
jazz dub, cinema, theatre or what’s on 
TV this week?— check on UneOne 


www.LineOne.net 


Do you ever feel you don't have time to keep up with all the Information you 

need to get the most out of life? Where to spend an evening out, which films to watch, 

what arc the hottest computer games, what's happening in the news, what's happening 

on the World Wide Web? Get on UneOne and it's all at your fingertips. Instantly. 

From local and national listings to 24 hour news and sport, from a 
al 

on comprehensive encyclopaedia to an instant guide to personal finance — all continuously .• ^ 

updated. UneOne also offers on-line shopping, a constantly changing menu of fun 
activities for all the family and fast access to the wonders of the Internet, including 
your own e-mail address. 

If you never have enough time, 
it's time for LineOne. 


political short: 


Mellor takes on 
Sir James 

David Mellor launched ah atpekonhis 
Referendum Party rival for his Putney, 
constituency in west London yesterday, 
calling Sir James Goldsmith a “playboy 
politician". 

Unveiling a £75,000 advertising ;■ . ■ 
campaign opposing a fifth terminal at 
Heathrow airport, Mr MeBor said the 
Referendum rarty leader’s flirtation 

with politics was “little more than an act 

of eccentricity". . .. 

Using Tfermraal Five as on example, 
Mr Mefior said; “When the Putney 
Society wrote to all the candidates 

asking them their views about Terminal 
Five someone on his (Goldsmith's} 

’team wrote back and said he couldn't 
really say anything because he hadn't 
formulated any opinions." Clare Gamer 

Beaconsfield selects 

The Ibry candidate to replace disgraced 
former minister Tim Smith in his 
Beaconsfield seat will be selected 
tomorrow. 

The MP for St Ives. David Hams, 
and John Major's former Parliamentary 
Private Secretaiy, Tbny EaveU. who lost 
his Stockport seat in 1992. are both 
believed to be on the shortlist. 

Mr Smith stood down as the 
candidate on 26 March after he had 
admitted receiving envelopes stuffed 
with £50 notes from Harrods* boss 
Mohaxned Al -Fayed. 

Labour's capital lead 

Labour has a 32-point lead over the 
Conservatives in the capital, according 
to an opinion poll in yesterday's 
London Evening Standard. 

A MORI poll puts Labour in the 
capital on 59 per cent, the Tories on 27 ' 
per cent and the Liberal Democrats oh 
10 per cenL 

Jail population soars 

The total population of sentenccd.and 
remand prisoners will reach 74,500 by 
the year 2005. an increase of 19,200 
from the average 1996 population of 
55300, according to the latest long- 
term Home Office projections, 
published yesterday. The figures do not 
take account of the estimated effects of 
the heavier sentencing provisions in the 
Crime (Sentences) Act According w 
the Prison Service’s short-term 
predictions, the current jail population 
of 59,356 will rise to 62,000 by the end 
of August Patricia Wynn Davis 
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V 


24 hour news and sport from Sky 
plus interactive editions of the UK's top 
newspapers — only on UneOne 


All the very best in computer games: 
reviews, news and preview demos— battle 
it out on UneOne 



Jointly developed by BT and News International, UneOne Is the most 
comprehensive on-line source of information about what's happening in the UK. It's 
easy to use, too. It's an exclusive, self-contained area on the Internet connected 
directly to your PC, so you can hop between LineOne 
areas quickly and easily. What's more, our unique 
LineOne Intelligent Agent automatically suggests new 
things to look at. UneOne will help you get more from 
your PC, and more out of fife. 


Gat a month's free membership including 10 hours' free 
access to UneOne and the Internet. Call for your free 
software pack. 8am-10pm Mon-Sat, IQam-lOpm Sun. , 



Experience the wonders of the Internet, 
and chat to your friends around the globe 
with e-mail — St's easy on UneOne 
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Unions 


speak out 


■> 


over vow 



of silence 


P»rie dement 

Labour Editor 


dial .they had taken a secret vow 

of silence during the election so 

as not to embarrass Labour. 

The accusation was made in 

yesterdays Deify Afaz/ which ^ 
*4. S en eral secretaries 

JvouJd be “as mute as Thippist 
monks” during die hustings. 

The paper said that leading 
trade unionists agreed at a 
meeting two weeks ago to re- 
main silent in case they de- 
tracted from the support the 
party seems to be attracting in 
Middle England. 

Senior union officials de- 
scribed the front-page story as 
“rubbish", arguing that most of 
the time the media was not in- 
terested in their views on the 
general election. 

Bill Morris, general secretary 
of the Transport and General 
Workers' Union, said it was full 
of “speculation and misrepre- 
sentation’' and challenged the 
, newspaper to grant him space 
j to tell readers why they should 
> He supporting “New Labour", 
y He said; “Far from keeping 
■'silent during this election caxn- 
i paign 1 have a full schedule of 
I commitments to take part in 
j meetings around the country.” 
i Mr Morris was due to be in- 
terviewed on television last 
i night to give his views on the 
; Labour manifesto. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe, leader 

■ ft-;* 


union, said it was “ridiculous" to 
suggest there had been any con- 
spiracy. “This election is about 
pohtics. not union leaders. We 
will be doing our best to beta 
Labour." Mr Fdnvmris said. 

Lew Adams, leader ofAslef, 
the train drivers' union, who was 
among those said by the Ma3 to 
Have taken the vow of “Omer- 
ta", would be launching a cam- 
paign in his union’s journal 
urging members to vote 
Labour. Mr Adams wrote in a 
recent edition that he was scep- 
tical about Labour’s promises to 

reform employment law. 

Roger Lyons, leader of the 
MSF manufacturing union, was 


on holiday yesterday, but when 


! of public service union Unison, 
'denied there had been any 
agreement and said he would be 
taking part in the hustings. Mr 
Bickerstaffe has, however, been 
mire circumspect about his 
support for the Labour Party 
I that most union leaders, be- 
■ caus Unison has two political 
! fund, one of which is entirely 
| independent of Labour. 

Join Edmonds, general sec- 


i retar of the GMB general 


he returned would be meeting 
his members in marginal con- 
stituencies, a spokesman said. 
“That is hardly the activity of a 
Trappist monk." 

Despite their denials how- 
ever, it is clear that union lead- 
ers are not as “high profile” as 
they have been in previous 
elections. That is partly be- 
cause they acknowledge_ they 
could be more of an electoral 
hindrance than help. Tbny Blair, 
the Labour leader, is also keen 
to put considerable distance be- 
tween the party and unions. 

Nevertheless, it is unlikely 
there has been any formal 
agreement to keep sfleni...,: 

What has been clear over the 
last few years is that there has 
been an unspoken pact between 
the two wings of the movement 
over policies. The party has told 
unions they could have their 
union recognition laws and a na- 
tional minimum wage provided 
they did not wield their block 
vote to disrupt the change frbm 
Old to New Labour. 

The Labour leadership has 
been keen to keep unions on 
board because of they provide 
nx>st of the party’s funds. Union 
active in can- 
provide adminis- 



Vintage performance: Socialist Labour Party leader Arthur Scar-gill launching his campaign in the Lysaght Institute for the Newport East seat 


Photograph: Rob Stratton 


Scargillgets personal over Newport seat 


-fenyHahft 


The Red] 
in' South Wales where Arthur 
ScargflTs Socialist Labour Par- 
ty’s is taking on “tunicoat” 
Alan Howarth. 

Mr Howarth, the Tory MP 
who in 1995 crossed the floor to 
join Labour has been given 


Socialist Labour Party leader to stand against ‘turncoat’ Alan Howarth 


Ni 


ewport East, a constituency 
which loo 


looks as safe and solidly 
new Labour as the imposing 


Lysaght Institute, where the 
SIP leader launch! 



launched his cam- 
paign for aseat in parliament 
Ironically, the institute is 
something of a monument to 
capitalism; the Lysaght family 


were once powerful steel mas- 
ters in the area. 

Rom a stage in the institute’s 
ballroom, backed by ruched, 
peach-coloured curtains which 
looked as though they had been 
borrowed from foe set of Strictly 
Ballroom, the Australian film in 
which the Tfcrpsicborean old 
guard gets its comeuppance, Mr 
ScaigiU delivered a vintage 
performance. 

The National Union of 
Mineworkers’ president told 
an audience of nearly 200 that 
he had decided to stand because 


‘ Mr Howarth had been a mem- 
ber of a Conservative Party bit- 
terly opposed to trade unionism 
in _ gen era! and the miners in 
particular. 

“Whs my decision to stand in 
Newport East personal?" he 
boomed rhetorically. “You bet 
your life if s personal.” 

Mr Scar gill lashed new 
Labour at regular intervals dar- 
ing a speech lasting almost an 
hour. “It's said you can't put a 
cigarette paper between Tory 
and Labour policies. I wouldn't 
contaminate a cigarette paper 


by trying to," he said. The 
choice in the constituency was 
between a Ibiy mark one, a Tory 
mark two (Mr Howarth) and a 
true Socialist 

Question time brought Paul 
Flynn. MP for Newport West to 
his feet. In a Daniel in the Lions’ 
Den performance he defended 
the man who, barring a politi- 
cal earthquake, is destined to 
become MP for Newport East 
on 1 May. 

“If I had been asked to name 
MPs who commanded most re- 
spect, I would have named 


Alan Howarth. I've been stirred 
by Arthur on several occasions 
but when you look back at the 
destruction of a great industry 
and a great union, the union 
must shoulder some of the re- 
sponsibility," Mr Flynn said. 
There were growls of dissent 
when he affirmed: “A Labour 
government is infinitely better 
than any Tory government." 

Bitter words flew across a 
floor more accustomed to danc- 
ing than political invective. De- 
claring he would switch to the 
SLP, John Cooksey, a GMB 


union convenor sacked recent- 
ly by the local council, asked 
irately: "How did we manage to 
get Howarth?" 

The answer, as Mr Flynn 

g Dinted out later, was that the 
tratford-Upon-Avon MP won 
selection on the first ballot in a 
one-member one-vote contest 
conducted under the sort of se- 
curity which makes new Labour 
seem as fireproof as Fort Knox. 

The inauguration of Mr 
Scargfil as one of the SLP’s 60 
or so standard bearers on 1 May 
produced a handful - perhaps 
a dozen - new recruits, and a 
parade of left-wing newspaper- 
sellers. 
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MEDIA WATCH 


Right-wing press damns Tory 



Paul WbCarm 

Media Correspondent 


The leaer columns and com- 
mentatos of the Tory press re- 
acted with faint praise and 
considerable criticism to the 

. Tory marfesto yesterday, 
j CritidSQ centred on the bon- 
j esty of tlr Conservative Party 
! tax’ propoals and its plans for 
I Europe. Nore than one identi- 
| tied Chanellor Kenneth Clarice 
1 as the soiree of all that was 
wrong will the document- 
The Defy Mail - said to be 
iequivocatiig in its support foT 

j i he party - ■eacted at first with 

praise for tie big theme of the 
‘ manifesto. Tie plan to give tax 
1 breaks to nuried couples who 
.care for chldren or parents. 
(This fits the Sail's family-vames 
iagenda and vas bailed as Ma : 
jur backs Mai campaign for the 


family" on Wednesday’s front 
page. However, by yestexday the 
Mail’s right-wing commenta- 
tor, Simon Heffer, was doubt- 
ful: the tax breaks formamed 
couples was. he. said, “hardly 
boldness or radicalism: it is a b£. 
Lated recognition ofwhat Tories 
are supposed to have believed 
in since Disraeli’s day.” 

Heffer even tamed intoTbny 
Blair’s theme of broken Tbry 
promises, reminding readers 
that Major is now haunted by 
promises he broke on taxation 
after the 1992 election- 

1992 was also raised in the 
Tbry-supporting Express’. “Those 
who slaved to produce yester- 
day’s document can be pleased 
with their work. Unfortunately, - 
the tax betrayal threatens to 
make it count for not hin g." 

The Mail’s sister trailer in 
London, the Evening . 


is usually a Tbiy ally but yes- 
terday devoted a whole page to 
a leader column warning that 
the Conservatives’ under-in- 
vestment _ in London and its 
transport system should bring 
shame to the party. 

The limes' high-Tbiy com- 
mentator, Lord Rees-Mogg, 
waasderotic on the subject of 
Europe: “There will be honest, 
old-fashioned democratic Con- 
servatives who, if they reach 
page 49, will be so sickened fry 
the hypocrisy of that paragraph 
[on the supremacy of Rirha- 
rnentj that they will be tempt-, 
ed to go and vote for the 
Referendum Party. 

Lord Ree&Mogg m common 
with the Daily Telegraph, iden- 
tified the band of Kenneth 
Clarke in the parts of the man- 
ifesto he did not like. Mogg 
claimed that Mr Clarke wasn't 


even a Conservative. The Ole- 
graph complained that the elec- 
tion would be much simpler if 
3 old declare 


onfy the Tbries wo 
their opposition to a single cur- 
rency, but was still was the 
most positive of the Tbiy papers 
in its cwrafi support “The ups 
and downs of the past five years 
have left the Tbries with a dear- 
er sense of purpose."* its leader 
said. 

The hand the Tbry press 
would like to see naming the 
party is as ever erne of Iron. The 
second half of the Daily Mails 
leader column on Wednesday 
was turned over to the “politi- 
cal colossus" who towers over 
the election. 

The implication seems to be 
that there would little criticism 
of the manifesto if Margaret 
Thatcher had not been “oust- 
ed in the Tory putsch of 1990.” 
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AROUND THE REGIONS 


Educated decisions oyer tactics 


Bristol's four »ts are shared 


Bristol North Vest, held oy 
^Jv MP Micbtel Stern* to 
Labour, leaving al atteemonon 
Bristol sea of Wilham 
^.grav^ChidSecretaryw 
• he Th.'asulY* 

He commands aband»me- 
seeminfi majonty.of 16 per 

S. kw for tacticalvotog and vrill 
intriguing tcstcase. The 
Liberal Democrats, p second 

^;in.'bullishabcl»tsnatch- 

victory- But toy *31 
S,i a bic tactical sejeeze on 

n( . iSs^W Of 
. rJiihbcd the mostmteHi- 
origin; it includes ibe. 
P? 1 Ji? 1 S lUXXls^dents, 
more votrawtibdc-' 



the middle-class suburb of 
Henleaze, said: “Uw bottom 
fine is to gelthe Tbn» out I 
toed to be a staunch Labour 
supporter but I thbik the Lfo- 
eral Democrats provide the 
best alternative" , 

Jessica Slater, 21, a student 
at Cambridge, is voting m her 


S3?«*sr ; 


believes it o in Bristol West 

. where her vote will count most 
“1 wanted to vote against the 
Tbries and have decided to 
vote for the Liberal. Democrats. 
If I had been votipg rea epn- 
stituen^ytorc Labour tad 
most c&a&oe of wmnmg ^the 
seat, then-I would have^ voted 
for them." 

. The liberal Democrat ran- 


didate is seasoned campaigner 
Charles Boney, a 46-year-old 
teacher who has been a city 
councillor for 17 years. But 
Labour are fielding a strong 
candidate trio - Valerie Davey, 
who used to be Labour leader 
on the now defunct Avon coun- 
ty round!. With Labour ram- 
pant not just in national 
opinion polls but in local elec- 


1 jtBt have a gut feeling that 
Labour have a strong chance of 
winning the seat" she said. , - 

Mr waldegrave has been 
helped by boundary changes: 
his seat now takes in middle- 
class Westbuiy-on-Tiym, a rich 
vein of Tbry support. But these 
extra 4j000 voters might be can- 
celled out to some extent by a 
larger-than-usual student vote. 
His greatest hope must be for 
his two main opponents to 
knock each other out and leave 
him to take the spoils. 

The contest in Bristol’s oth- 


er seats is dull by comparison. 

most of wfaic 



l Democrats and split the 
opposition vote. 

- The tactical argument does 
not cdiviDce all the voters. Jutfie 

Le* 43, fium St Andrew’s, is 
switching from the Liberal De- 
mcKxats to Labour: *T don’t 
have a lot of time for pofiks, but 


Bristol East, most of which 
was Tbny Bean’s seat from 
19 50 until 1983, is still techni- 
cally a marginal but this 
troeroundforJeanCorston.lt 
typifies “middle England", with 
suburbs &J1 of skilled working 
das owner-pcenpiexs who were 
wooed m the Elides by Mar- 
gaiet Thatcher^ eoonomiepofi- 
cies. But politics has moved on. 


(an Onions 

of the Bristol Evening Post 
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King Kohl set 
to follow the 
Iron Chancellor 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl of 
Germany delighted his sup- 
porters and wrong-footed his 
critics yesterday by disclosing on 
his 67th birthday that he in- 
tended to stand for re-election 
next year. “I believe the current 
situation requires that I do 
this," Mr KohJ said in a German 
television interview taped dur- 
ing his annual Easter slimming 
holiday in Austria. 

His announcement suggests 
he may nourish hopes of be- 
coming the longest-serving 
chancellor in German history, 
by breaking the record of 19 
years and two months set by Bis- 
marck 1871 from to 1890. To 
surpass that, Mr Kohl, who 
came to power in October 1982, 
would need to remain chancel- 
lor until December 2001. 

He said he felt obliged to play 
a role in a momentous period 
far Germany that would include 
Nato’s eastward expansion, fur- 
ther integration of the Euro- 
pean Union and the launch of 
a single currency. EU officials 


privately applauded his an- 
nouncement, saying his contin- 
ued presence at the helm 
guaranteed Germany would re- 
main the rock upon which mon- 
etary union would be built. 

Mr Kohl is signalling he will 
pull out all the stops to ensure 
Germany qualifies tor monetary 
union without fudging the 
Maastricht criteria. If Germany 
records a 1997 budgst deficit sig- 
nificantly higher than the Maas- 
■ tricbt limit of 3 per cent of Gross 
Domestic Product, there is a se- 
rious risk the single currency 
would be delayed or never get 
off the ground 

With 4.7 million Germans un- 
employed, more than at any 
time since Hitler's assumption 
of power in 1933, economists 
are warning that Mr Kohl’s 
government will have its work 
cat out to meet the target. 
However, by means of a mixture 
of spending cuts, tax incentives 
and socd ai-we Hare reforms, Mr 
Kohl aims to do exactly that. 

One reason for his determi- 
nation is that a higher deficit 
would probably strengthen the 
case of southern European 


countries to be pan of the first 
wave of monetary union. 

Mr Kohl suspects that if 
Italy, Spain and Portugal were 
all mduded in the first wave, 
German public opinion might 
revolt against the project on 
grounds that the euro would be 
weaker than the Mark. . 

A second reason is that Ger- 
man failure to fulfil the Maas- 
tricht criteria might tempt Mr 
Kohl’s Sodai Democrat (SPD) 
opponents into campaigning 
openly for a delay to tne single 
currency. One potential SPD 
challenger to Mr Kohl next 
year, Gerhard Scfrrrider, makes 
little secret that he thinks post- 
ponement may be better than 
sticking to the EU*s scheduled 
launch date of January 1999. 

While surveys show scepti- 
cism among voters about giving 
up the Mark for the euro, Mr 
Kohl has long been convinced 
that, if he leads from the front, 
he can turn opinion around He 
attaches such importance to 
m aldng a success out of politi- 
cal and economic union that he 
has suggested the alternative 
facing Europe next century 



History man: Helmut Kohl, who, if be becomes chancellor for yet another form, will exceed the record set by Otto von Bismarck 


might be uncontrollable na- 
tionalism and war. Mr Kohl's 
most loyal Christian Democrat 
(CDU) supporters believe that, 
despite a recent slump in poD 
ratings, he will be the best can- 
didate to lead the party to a fifth 


successive decfioo victory. Yet 

his coalition government was 

rocked earlier this year by 
public factional disputes and by 
signs that younger GDU politi- 
cians were beginning to poation 
themselves for a post-Kohl ere. 


-Wolfgang Sch&uble, the 
CDU parliamentary leader and 
one or the QmuceUor^ closest 
political companions, took 
aback party stalwarts when he 
fold an interviewee he wanted 
to succeed Mr Kohl The wheel- 


chair-bound Mr SchSubte, who 
■was shot by a ment&Uy de- 
ranged person in 1990, re- 
sponded to the question of 
whether a cripple could govern 
Germany with an emphatic 
"yes’*. However, after Mr Kohl's 


announcement yesterday, Mr 
Sch&uble was quick to rally be- 
hind his leader. “Germany 
needs a chancellor with au* 



for Germ; my 


Legal scandal 



John Lichfield 

Paris 


At first it was just idle political 
chatter, “between coffee and 
croissant" as Le Monde put it 
But the possibility of an early 
French general election has 
now lodged firmly on the po- 
litical radar screens of the lead- 
ing parties and on the front 
pages of the newspapers. 

The gossip in the corridors of 
the National Assembly is that 
President Jacques Chirac may 
dissolve parliament next month 


and call an election in early June 
- nine months earlier than the 
constitution demands. 

The chatter became so insis- 
tent this week that the Prime 
Minister’s parliamentary ad- 
viser, Eric Woerth, strode up to 
a group of government deputies 
on Wednesday and told them to 
shut their mouths about early 
elections in public. “This is not 
a good debate," he said. 

According to the office of the 
Prime Minister, Alain Juppe, it 
is a rumour which has no “ob- 
jective” basis. There has been 


no “reflection” on the topic 
whatsoever. And yet ministers 
who have spoken to Mr Juppd 
in recent days tell thepress that 
the possibility is in his mind. 

It is Mr Chirac who is, ac- 
cording to Le Monde, the main 
stumbling block to an early 
election. Mr Juppd is said to be 
broadly in favour. But that was 
before new opinion polls yes- 
terday showeaa new down-turn 
in the popularity of both men, 
which had been recovering 
steadily since the New Year. 

The arguments for an early 


poD are six-fold. An election next 
Spring would fall in the middle 
of the final approach to derisions 
on die European angle cur- 
rency. Ifthere is a vkaous Euro- 
battle about whether France 
qualifies, and on what terms, it 
could split the centre-right par- 
ties of the present majority in 
mid-campaign. Secondly, the 
economy is looking slightly bet- 
ter but is unlikely to improve 
dramatically this year. Thirdly, 
the majority parties are in goal 
shape to fight an early election, 
but the opposition parties are 


not A snap pofl could derail the 
Socialists, who are struggling to 
put together * coherent pro- 
gramme, and the far-right Na- 
tional Front, which lades the 
resources to change gears for an 
early cam paig n. 

Fourthly, several recent stud- 
ies suggest that the centre-right 
wouklwm a majority if elections 
were hdd in the ncifew weeks. 
Fifthly, a new centre-right five- 
year mandate in parliament 
from this June would coincide 
exactly with the remainder of 
President Chirac’s presidential 


term, giving new impetus to car- 
ry out his economic and insti- 
tutional reforms. Sixthly, but by 
no means least importantly, the 
legal net is beginning to dose 
around senior government fig- 
ures suspected of involvement 
in illegal party funding. 

Against these persuasive ar- 
guments, President Chirac is 
said to have two main objec- 
tions. The opinion poll evi- 
dence is not conclusive; early 
elections would be a great tide. 
Secondly, snap elections for 
tactical reasons are disliked by 


French voters. Of all the argu- 
ments in favour, those which 
might most easily overcome the 
President’s scruples are the le- 
gal. ones. The newspaper Le 
Parisian yesterday published 
new evidence linking two senior 
ministers - Jean Arthuis (fi- 
nance) and Jacque Barrot (em- 
ployment) - to a Swiss bank 
account controlling illegal fund- 
ing by big business of their 
small centrist party, the Sodai 
Democrats, in the 1980s and ear- 
ly 1990s. Le Canard Enchain# 
has already said that the two 


men will shortly be placed un ^ 
dcr formal . investigation. L 
Parisien said yesterday that lha 
wQl happen before the sumraei 
With several senior figures it 
their own RPR (nco>GauIluri 
party facing similar problem] - 
such a development would b 
deeply embarrassing for bot 
President Chirac and Mr Juppi 
A new mandate from an earl 
poll would help them to gfid .- 
over the problems: and give a 
opportunity to create a pc 
government team without th 
legally-challenged ministijs. 
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Pentagon 

sees US as 
supreme 
until 2010 


No new superpower is likely to 
chaUenge to the 

S ffi!?® ?° 10 * m of Ctai- 

na s booming economy and its 
implications for China's mflitaiy 
potential. y 

TTiat is the conclusion of a 

S afi nJ5 port P re P®i«d as part of 
the Pentagon’s four-yearlv re- 
view of global strategy and se- 
curity. But, it says, the US must 
remam ready to fight two ma- 
jor regional '*™ rs ‘ - like the 
Gulf war - -in dose succession*’, 
if not at exactly the same time. 

The report, part of the Qua- 
drennial Defense Review, pre- 
dicts there will be a “period of 
strategic pause" between now 
and about 2010. “Despite Chi- 
na's potential, no superpower is 
likely to challenge us for at least 
a decade. That will be a 
breather but well still be in a 
major financial crunch” said a 
Pentagon official. 

The Pentagon clearly does 
not see the European Union, 
with its 370 million people as a 
potentially hostile superpower, 
although the State Department 
regards it rather differently. 
Since the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union in 1991, and the 
worsening of Russia’s internal 
problems, the US has been the 
world’s only “superpower”. 

The Pentagon report assumes 
that Russia, with one-eighth of 
the Earth's land surface but only 
ISO million people will not re- 
gain its former status, that die 
stales of the former Soviet 
Union will not coalesce again, 
and that neither China with its 


vast. 

nor India, with 935 rafflion, wffl 
“crease in strength and tech- 
nological capacity to challenge 
the US, with its population of 
260 million. 

The final version of the re- 
view was due to be submitted to 
Congress by mid-May, but will 
now be delayed. A ftaotagon of- 
ficial said the final version 
would be written pezso 

the Defense Secretary, 

Cbhen, and was expected to re- 
tain large US forces in Europe 
and Asia and the current poli- 
cy of planning for twomajor re- 
gional conflicts, though “in 
dose succession”, rather than si- 
multaneously. 

The Pentagon wants to retain 
the two-major-confifct criterion, 
even though it is more likely to 
be involved in a number of 
peacekeeping operations. The 
US military wants to be able to 
undertake these as well as ma- 
jor regional conflicts. 

Pentagon officials said that 
they had not finalised their 
conclusions about how US 
forces should be reshaped to fit 
the new world order, ahhrmgh 
defence officials said the poli- 
cy of maintaining about 100,000 
US troops in Europe and the 
same number in Asia and the 
Pacific had not hwwn ehnnwigni 
by the report. 

The Department of Defense 
anticipates future budgets av- 
eraging $250bn (£156bn). Un- 
less it finds savings on the cost 
of troops and bases it will be 
hard-pressed to pay fornew pro- 
jects, including the F-22 fighter 
and other top-of-foerange 
weaponry. . . 



Joy Adamson with Efsa, subject of the Hollywood movie Bom Free. The scriptwriter, Lester Cole, died before he could see his name on the titles 

Hollywood writers finally get the credit 


Tun Cornwell 

Los Angeles 


Fifty years after Hollywood 
was tom apart by post-war red 
scares, the Writers Guild of 
America has voted to change 
the credits on 24 films to reflect 
the real names of their black- 
listed writers. 

The major studios, who in 
many cases tadtiy went along 
with the McCarthyite witch- 
hunts, mil be asked to restore 
the names of ten writers on the 
films, made between 1952 and 
1971, from Bom Free to Inher- 
it the Wind. One of the few sur- 


viving writers, Bernard Gordon, 
78, thanked the Guild for “cor- 
recting the record and giving 
credit where it is long overdue”. 

But he also said the action 
came four decades too late to 
help his Hollywood career. 
Among the films Mr Gordon 
wrote was Hellcats of the Navy, 
a 1957 comedy which was the 
only film in which Ronald Rea- 

g in and his future wife Nancy 
avis appeared together. Mr 
Gordon’s name will now be 
added to that of a second writer 
on the film, David T-»ng . 

“I am sure angry at the way 
1 was treated by all the major 


studios,” Mr Gordon told the 
New York Times. “They black- 
listed me, and 1 couldn’t get any 
work in this damn town." 

He later built a successful ca- 
reer in Europe. A prolific 
writer, he will get new credits 
on seven films. The Guild, with 
7,500 members on the west 
coast, acts as the official arbiter 
of writing credits. 

They may go unnoticed by 
audiences, but are the lifeblood 
of scriptwriters, who often com- 
plain of being at the bottom of 
the Hollywood food chain, their 
work butchered by producers 
and petulant actors. 


A credit meant a guarantee 
of more work, and a rise in 
salary, particularly in the 1950s 
and 1960s, when writers were 
more firmly under the studios' 
thumb than they are today. 
Pay rates would be directly 
linked to the number of cred- 
its a screenwriter had under his 
belt 

The guild’s executive direc- 
tor, Brian Chiton, said it was 
moving to correct these “sad an 
unfortunate actions of the 

past”. 

The films nm from The Ad- 
ventures of Robinson Crusoe , in 
1952, to Custer of the West,Earih 


vs the Flying Saucers, and The 
Robe. The news came much too 
late, however, for writer Lester 
Cole. 

In 1966, he adapted 3oy 
Adamson’s book of her life with 
African lions for for the film 
Bom Free , but under the pseu- 
donym Gerald LC. Copley. 
While the film was hardly an 
artistic gem, its irresistible an- 
imal footage made it a huge 
commercial success. Mr Cole, 
one of the celebrated “Holly- 
wood Ten”, died in 1985, aged 
81. 

Writer or co-writer on 40 
screenplays, he was a founder 


of the Writers Guild, but also 
jk lifelong socialist who joined 
the Communist Party in 1934. 
Before the Second World War 
he worked on 24 films. 

But when he refused to 
name names before the House 
Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee in 1947, he was fined and 
eventually imprisoned, with his 
career destroyed. 

Unbowed, he ended his 1982 
auto-biography, Hollywood 
Red, with a quotation from 
Friedrich Engels: “Until there 
is world socialism, man re- 
mains in a stage pf his 
prehistory.” 


Panic among immigrants over US law 


It was supposed to bring clarity 
and order to a murky underside 
of American life. Instead, the 
new US immigration laws which 
took effect this week have 
brought a string of lawsuits, con- 
fusion and panic in many for- 
eign inunigrant communities, 
and the prospect of genuine 
chaos in six months time, if mat- 
ters are left as they are. 

The intentions of the law 
which President Bill Clinton 
signed before the November 
election are plain enough - to 
nub the number of legal immi- 
grants, prevent abuse of the po- 
litical asylum grounds for entry 
into the country, and above all 
to impose the toughest clamp- 
down in decades on an illegal 
immigration reckoned to be run- 
ning at almost 300,000 a year. 

Some 60,000 to 70,000 illegal 
immigr ants are caught and dep- 
orted each year by the authori- 
ties, but under the new laws that 


■.*.> 
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Regulations introduced this week faii to tackle the country’s Schizophrenic 
attitude towards illegal communities, writes Rupert Cornwell in Washington 


total should rise considerably. 
Henceforth, anyone whosevisa 
is found tohave expired must re- 
turn home to^pply for a new 
one, while those who have over- 
stayed by more than six months 
will be barred from returning for 
between 3 and 10 years. 

In addition; some 1,500 more 
border guards have been taken 
on by the - Immigr ation and 
Naturalisation Service (INS), in - 
a probably vain, attempt to 
staunch the flow of immigrants . 
who slip into the US without 
papers - mainly across the 
southern border with Mexico, 
but also from Caribbean coun- 
tries like Haiti, or crammed in .. 
a boat bound from China oc 
south-east Asia. • .. . 

■ But almost every proviso pf 
the measure has canredat least 


as many problems as it wives. 
Civil rights lawyers and nnmi- 
grants’ rights groups have gone 
to co urt to challenge the new 
powers of officials to interview 
asyluiMeekers ai the border 
and to summarily turn them 
bade if they are unsatisfied the 


claim Is genuine. “On the basis 
of a snap judgement, people 
maybe sent home, possibly to 
face torture ox death,” Robert 
Rnbin, a cavil rights lawyer told 
a TOsWngton judge this week, 

in a vain effort to delay imple- 
mentation of the law. 


Reno defends deportations 


Washington (Reuter) - Janet 
Reno, US Attorney General, 
.said yesterday that the new 
Immigration law would lead to 
more deportations but not on 
a massive scale. . 

She said the Justice De- 
partment would vigorously de- 
fend tee law against court 
challenges, iDdudfog one by im- 
migrant advocates over the 
procedures affecting asjtum 


seekers at the border 

“What we want to try to do 
is to make sure that it is en- 
forced fairly. Ws are committed 
to enforcing the law( but to en- 
suring that it Is done so in a just 
and humane manner,” she 
said. “Om ovenvbdmfng efforts 
wffl be to focus on those indi- 
viduals illegally in this country 
who bave engaged fn criminal 
activity* she added. 


Formost, however, of the es- 
tnnated 5 mfiKmi illegal immi- 
grants here -some 2 milli on of 
them on overstayed visas - the 
real fear is of losing their liveli- 
hood and of being deported. In 
the belief that they would be 
sent home if they did not sub- 
mit applications for residence by 
1 April, thousands queued up 
at INS offices in the days before 
the supposed deadline. 

In fact the real cut-off date 
may only come in six months, 
with closure of the socalled 
“pay-to-stay” loophole that al- 
lows illegal immigrants to pay 
a $1,000 (£625) fine and stay in 
ihe US while their residence ap- 
plications are being processed. 
This can take years. But unless 
Congress votes an extension, 
“pay-to-stay” will stop on 30 


September, raising, in theory at 
least, the spectre of round-ups 
and mass deportations. 

Almost certainly, however, it 
wffl not come to that Mr Clin- 
ton accepted the RepubKcan- 
driven measure to shore up his 
support in the political centre, 
and especially m the four elec- 
toral coflege “mega-states” of 
Tfexas, California, Florida and 
New York, where more than 
half all immigrants, legal and Il- 
legal, live. But without them, 
whole sectors of the local econ- 
omy would founder. 

At the 1996 Republican Con- 
vention in San Dieeo, speaker 
after speaker rattled off a xeno- 
phobic anti-immigrant litany, 
railing against overwhelmed 
schools and welfare services, and 
cut-price labour. But a quick 
check revealed that many of the 
deaners and menial workers 
who kept the convention run- 
ning were ... illegal immigrants. 
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Newlfork- Can the industrial 
nations of the West fight bade 
against competition from low- 
wage workers in the developing 
world? The evidence from die 
once- mighty US apparel in- 
dustry mthelast few days is that 

it is fighting a losing battle, 
writes David Usborne. 

The raincoat manufacturer 
London Fog, a household name 
in foe US, has said it is to dose 
hs last remaining US factory. 
The plant, which employs 280 
worms in Baltimore, repre- 
sented a unique expe rim ent to 
withstand the logic of shifting 
production to countries where 
age costs are lower. 

The Baltimore government 
agreed two years ago to give 


London Fog alm ost S2m in in- 
centives as a reward for keep- 
ing the factory open, and the 
main union agreed to a SI 25 cut 
in hourly wages. Now the com- 
pany concedes that even with 
that help, making coats in the 
US is no longer a viable option. 

In the political debate about 
the benefits and costs to Amer- 
ican industry of global free 
trade, textile workers have long 
been identified as the group 
most wounded by the process. 
In foe primary races of the 1996 

presential elections, Republican 

contender Patrick Buchanan 
singled out foe earlier closures 
by London Fog to supp o rt his 
platform in favour of reassert- 
ing trade controls. 
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Minsk protesters hauled 
before closed hearing 


Mercenaries linked to Papua mine 


A day after Russia and Belarus moved to unite, 
Belarussian authorities started closed-doors trials of 
protesters who took part in a violent rally against the 
union of the two countries. In Russia, hardliners praised 
Belarus for breaking up the nationalist demonstration. 

The Communist Party leader, Gennady Zyuganov, 
commended the actions of Minsk police, who dubbed, 
beat and detained dozens of stone- throwing protesters on 
Wednesdav. AP - Minsk 


HK gets set for its big bash 


China and Britain will invite 300 foreign VIPs to Hong 
Kong's 30 June handover, including 40 foreign ministers 
and 40 representatives of global organisations, a paper 
said. Invitations will be sent out by mid-April, Ming Rio 
said. Each foreign minister would represent a country that 
has close ties with Hong Kong. AP - Hong Kong 


Albanian players stay offside 


Eight players and a trainer from Albania's national soccer 
team sought asylum in Spain. The nine, who were not 
identified, sought asylum on arriving in Madrid from 
Granada, where their team had played two World Cup 
qualifying games. AP - Madrid 


Killer escapes crucifixion 


Yemen's supreme court approved the death sentence by 
by firing squad on a man who shot dead four 
schoolchildren and two teachers but overturned a lower 
court's ruling that his body should be naDed on a cross. 

Reuters- Sanaa 


Gypsies get a raw deal 



Unrest: Police patrolling Port Moresby during riots test month over the use of Sandline International to assist in putting down the Bougainville rebels Photograph: Reuters 


The greatest ethnic tensions in Romania surround its 
Roma, or Gypsy, community. Max van der Steel, an envoy 
from the Organisation for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe, said after a visit. AP - Bucharest 


Michael Ashworth 


Alert on wheat stocks 


Global wheat stocks look set to remain dangerously tight, 
with the threat of shortages a real risk to many poorer 
countries, the International Grains Council forecast. 

Reuters- London 


Thai killed by peacock 


Vichai Tbongto. who lived near Bangkok, was killed by his 
pet peacock. Mr Thongto, 30, was feeding the family's 
four caged peacocks when the sole male, “Yoong Thong” 

- Golden Peacock - clawed at his head. A scan showed a 
blood dot on Mr Thongto’s brain; he died on Monday. 

His father, Somchal said he still loved Yoong Thong. 

AP - Bangkok 


The security company at the 
centre of the crisis in Papua New 
Guinea was involved in at- 
tempts to reopen a controver- 
sial copper mine, a businessman 
with links to the company said 
yesterday. 

Sandlme International pro- 
vided training and military 
assistance to the PNG govern- 
ment against the Bougainville 


rebels until a military revolt led 
to the suspension of die contract 


to the suspension erf the contract 
and the arrest of its chief exec- 
utive, Tim Spicer. Businesses 
linked to Sandline had previ- 
ously discussed the reopening 
and the financing of a copper 


mine while the Papuan gov- 
ernment was undergoing 
negotiations with the British- 
based security company. 

Tony Buckingham, whose 
businesses include mining and 
oil interests and operate from 
the same offices as SandKne said 
yesterday: “We offered to assist 
in identifying the right sources 
of capital and ownership.'’ 

Australian mining giant 
RTZ-CRA was forced in May 
1989 to close the Panguna cop- 
per mine in central Bougainville, 
an island 500 miles north-east 
of the Papuan capital. Port 
Moresby, after rebels staged a 
series of sabotage attacks. Pan- 
guna, operated by RTZ-CRA's 


53.6 pear cent owned Bougain- 
ville Copper Ltd, generated a 
third of Papua New Guinea's 
foreign exchange. 

According to Mr Bucking- 
ham: “The strategy recom- 
mended was for the Papua New 
Guinea government to buy back 
the urine from CRA so that they 
would control the equity and 
then responsible groups in- 
volved in the development of 
the mine.” 

Mr Buckingham is known for 
his extensive mineral and energy 
interests in Angola and Sierra 
Leone where be. introduced 
Executive Outcomes, the 
world's largest private army, to 
the governments of Sierra 
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Leone and Angola.. Some ob- 
servers see his ventures as a new 
form of colonialism, securing 
mineral concessions on the 
back of private mflitazy ven- 
tures. But Mr Buckingham's re- 
sponse to these allegations is 
pragmatic: “If there is no sta- 
bOily there is no investment and 
no one benefits.” 

He insists that as a business- 
man his primary atm is to en- 
sure satisfactory conditions for 
stability, which include ensuring 
that the government and pop- 
ulation of the area where his in- 
terests lie are considered. 

Mr Buckingham and Sazufiine 
have denied that any concessions . 
would have been granted in 


lieu of payment A Sandline 
spokesman said: “Sandline's 
mission was to bring about the 
resolution of the Bougainville 
conflict which would also entail 
the securing of the Panguna 
mint from the rebels. This was 
a straight cash deal” . 


Mr B uckingham also main- 
tains that he has no corporate 


link with Mr Spicer's company 
although he advised and assisted 


although he advised and assisted 
Mr Spicer with his negotia- 
tions. "The point is that PNG 
holds a major asset which no 
one is benefiting from, least of 
all the people of Bougainville. 
Sandline's role was to deal with 
the security elements, our zoic 
in conjunction with other par- 


ties and the government would 
have been to develop the mine 
which would have brought ben- 
efits not only to the investors but 
also to Papua New Guinea and 
the people of Bougainville,** he 
said 

Mr Buckingham claims that 
the present crisis has set 
Bougainville back many years. 

An inquiry into the affair in 
PNG heard yesterday that the 
deal was proposed in a letter 
dated 1 August 1996. It sug- 
gested a “joint venture with your 
government, ourselves and 
RTZ-CRA to reopen and op- 
erate the Bougainville mine 
once recovered**, said lan Mal- 
loy, counsel assisting the inquiry. 


Torture is still common 
in Russia, says Amnesty 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Tbrture,abuse of prisoners arid 
violations, ^of- eonstitutloaal 
rights persist in Russia, more 
than five years after the collapse 
of Soviet Communism, 
Amnesty International said in 
a report released yesterday. 

The London-based human 


of ethnic minorities, notably 
Chechens and other people 
from the Caucasus, were par- 
ticularly vulnerable to harsh 
treatment when held in police 
custody. 

Amnesty criticised the Russ- 
ian authorities for keeping in 
force certain laws from the pre- 
1991 Soviet exawftich, it said, en- 


couraged abuses and conflicted 
with international standards. 
The report also observed that 
- some post-Communist legisla- 
tion, adopted with the ostensi- 
ble' aim of fighting organised 
crime, also tended to lead to die 
violation of civfl rights. 

“Under the guise of fighting 
crime, the Russian Federation 
has expanded the powers of se- 
curity and law enforcement 
agencies to the detriment of 
constitutional rights, and mem- 
bers of ethnic minorities are par- 
ticularly vulnerable,** Amnesty 
said. 

According to tire report, con- 
ditions in same Russian prisons 
are so grim that they can be de- 
scribed as “amounting to tor- 
ture". In most large pre-trial 


detention centres across the 
country, inmates are reported to 
have died from lack of oxygen. 

At one overcrowded prison in 
Novokuznetsk, id theKemero- 
vo mining region of western 
Siberia, 11 prisoners died of heat 
stroke in July 1995, the report 
said. Temperatures rose to 51C 
in cells that were designed to 
hold 10 people, but were actu- 
aHy crammed with as many as 25- 

Describing human rights abus- 
es in the Russian-Chechen war, 
which broke out in December 
1994, Amnesty noted the use of 
electric shock, hostage-taking 
and rape as a form of punishment 
against villagers suspected of 
supporting the Chechen rebels. 
It documented cases of torture 
and ill-treatment tty both sides. 
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Zairean I Though the Union flag still flies 
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job offers 


Klnsiwsa (Reuter) — Zaire’s 
Minister. Etienne 
whisekedi, unveiled a govern- 
ment yesterday with no repre- 
veteran President 
Mobutu Sese Seko, and ear- 
marked sH ministries for Lau- 
rent Kabila's rebels. 

Mr Tkhisekedi, who an- 
nounced details of the 26-mem- 
ber government at a news 
conference, said the portfolios 
of foreign affairs, defence, bud- 
get, planning, foreign trade and 
agriculture were reserved for 
the rebel alliance. 

However. Raphael Nghenda, 
information co mmiss ioner for 
the rebels, speaking shortly be- 
fore leaving Goma for talks in 
South Africa, said that the 
rebels would not accept the 
posts. 

Mr Tshisekedi, who has never 
accepted his 1993 sacking from 
the post ty Mr Mobutu, also an- 
nounced the dissolution of 
Zaire's transitional parliament 
and the revival of the sovereign 
national conference that 
launched Zaire’s democratic 
transition. It was not immedi- 
ately clear whether he had the 
authority to do this. 
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Direcdy riposte asquare once 
known as the Plaza de.los In- 
gteses (theHngHsh) and a dock, 
tower modelled after Big Ben. 
Argentinians commemorated 
the start of the RaBdands war 15 
years ago this week. Many ex- 
pressed hope that, with a po- 
tential Labour government in _ 
Britain, Argentina’s war goal ' 
might eventually be-' met, this 
time through diplomacy. 

On Wednesday, the anniver- 
sary of the Argen tin e invasion 
of the islands, soldiers in . 
Napoleonic uniforms marched 
in. front of an eternal flanaeand 
a stone monument listing the 
names of more Than 600 Ar- 
gentinian war dead. Relatives 
and war veterans laid wreaths 
and sang old folk songs. 

The overall sentiment was 




Royal Marine commandos 
raise the Union flag in 
the FafMands on 24 May 
1382 after British troops 
established a bridgehead; 
the following day at 
least 24 men died when 
Atlantic Conveyor , a ship 
taking supplies to the 
bridgehead, and HM5 
Coventry were hit 
Photograph: PO Peter Hoi gate 


Israel 
stays 
firm on 
settlers 


Patrick Cockbum 

Jerusalem 




President Mobutu: Sacked 
Etienne Tshisekedi in 1993 


The national conference dis- 
solved itself in December 1992 
to make way for a High Coun- 
cil of the Republic, which in turn 
evolved into the transitional 
parliament in 1994. 

The transitional parliament 
nominated Mr Tshisekedi on 
Tuesday after Kengo wa Don- 
do, who was appointed in 1994 
and had strongly backed the 
military option in the war, 
resigned. 

Mr Mobutu ratified the ap- 
pointment of Mr Tkhisekedi, a 
veteran opponent who has 
called for talks with the rebels 


from early in the conflict, on 
Wednesday. 

Mr Ibhisekedi’s government 
b essentially the same as the one 
that be led when Mr Mobutu 
sacked him. That government 
included no members of Mr 
Mobutu’s Popular Revolution- 
ary Movement (MPR), who 
hold a majority in the 
transitional parliament. Mr 
Tshisekedi was originally 
appointed by the national con- 
ference in 199L 

Mr Mobutu, who has cancer, 
has seen his grip on the coun- 
try weakened by rebel advances. 
The rebels took up arms in Oc- 
tober in a dispute over Zaire- 
an nationality fra 1 ethnic Thtsis. 
They say Mr Mobutu must 
stand down. 

Representatives of the rebels 
and Zaire’s divided political 
family are due to meet in South 
■Africa this week for- peace 
talks. 


gret the 2 April 1982 invasion 
-led by the then leader of the 
militaiy junta. General Leopol- 
do Galtasi - but do not foiget 
the victims and still firmly be- 
lieve Las Malvinas (The Falk- 
lands) are theirs. " 

The commemorative cere- 
mony went on long into the 
night despite a major rival event 
- a televised World Cup foot- 
ball qualifying match in which 
Ajwmtina lost to Bolivia. 

On the disputed islands 
themselves, at an Argentine 
cemetery near the site of major 
battles at Goose Green, there 
was no one to remember the 
234 Argentine war dead buried 
there. The graves, mostfy 
marked only with the words 
“Soldado” f Soldier) or “an Ar- 
gentine soldier known only 
unto God,” are well tended by 
the Falkland Islanders but no 
“kelpcr” (islander) was ever 
going to show up on the an- 
niversary of the invasion. 

In an open letter to the na- 
tion, Argentina’s current army 
commander General Martin 
Balza* a veteran erf the war, re- 
called “the cold, permanent 
drizzle, the bombings and grey 
, skies”. He wrote of a comrade 
who died beside him in the 
trendies and his feelings when 
Argentina surrendered on 14 
June 1982. 


“A lot of our comrades-in- 
arms embraced each other. 

“We cried with pain, shame, 
anger and sadness. Then came 
the silence of our return to the 


mainland of which. I would eral Galtieri was ousted in dis- 
rather not speak.” grace three days after the sur- 

Ahogether, 652 Argentinians render, 
perished in the conflict, with 255 Argentine veterans feel they 

dead on the British side. Gen- were treated much like Ameri- 


can GIs who returned from the 
Vietnam war. Many are still 
jobless, some do not receive full 
pensions. Others walk the plat- 
forms of Buenos Aires railway 
stations in tattered fatigues, sell- 
ing stickers or calendars saying; 

“Las Malvinas son Argentinas” 
(The faDdands are Argentinian). 

In a radio speech, Richard 
Ralph, the Governor of the 
Falkland Islands, called it “that 
day of infamy 15 years ago. 
Fences are slowly being mend- 
ed but can only be fulhr mended 
when the (Argentine) claim to 
sovereignty is dropped.” 

Argentine newspapers were 
full of remarks by a Labour 
spokesman saying that his par- 
ty’s policy on the Falklandswas 
identical to that of the Conser- 
vatives: that Britain has sover- 
eignty and only the islanders 
themselves can change that. 

But some commentators said 
the government of Carlos Men- 
em hoped for more flexibility 
from Labour, such as in direct 
transport between Argentina 
and the islands and visiting 
permits for Argentine passport 
holders. At present, only Argen- 
tinians with passports from third 

iV MinlTi es tan vkrt tly» islan ds and j 

all flights leave from Chile. 

After a meeting with British 
officials at Ch evening in Janu- 
ary, the Argentine Foreign Min- 
ister, Guido di Telia, told an 
interviewer: “T have said to 
[the shadow Foreign Secretary] 
Robin Cook, with whom 1 have 
had various meetings in the past, 
that 1 was not going to trouble 
them during the election cam- 
paign because we are going to 
be careful. 

“Bui I said he could rest as- 
sured that within 60 to 90 days 
of a Labour government talcing 
office, 1 would be knocking on 
the door, asking for a meeting." 


As Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, prepares 
to see President Bill Canton in 
Washington to give Israel's 
views on a new United States 
peace initiative, Israel says it will 
not stop building scttlementsat 
Har Homa in Jerusalem or 
elsewhere. 

At the same time Israel has 
dropped its demand to extradite 
Mousa Mohammed Abu Mar- 
zoo k. the political head of 
Hamas, the Islamic militant 
movement, who has been held 
in a US prison for 18 months. 
The extradition request was 
dropped far reasons “relating to 
security and the prevention of 
terrorism” said an Israeli offidnL 

The decision not to extradite 
Mr Maizook, who may now go 
to Jordan, shows that Israel is 
waiy of provoking Hamas, despite 


its demand that "ftsscr Arafat put 
its leaders m iaiL In October 1995 


its leaders injafl. In October 1995 
Israel made a 900-page long ex- 
tradition demand charging Mr 
Maizook with involvement in 
“murder, conspiracy and other 
crimes”. The Palestinian leader 
had asked that Mr Maizook not 
be sent to IsraeL 

It is unclear if Mr Netanyahu 
will come underpressure from 
the US to freeze settlements in 
order to get negotiations start- 
ed. The Israeli prime minister 
ignored two letters from Mr 
Clinton asking him not to build 
at Har Homa, but even so the 
US vetoed two UN Security 
Council resolutions condemn- 
ing the Har Homa settlement. 

In New York James Baker, 
the former US Secretary of 
State, criticised the US veto say- 
ing: “I am disappointed that my 
government saw fit to veto the 
Security Council resolution af- 
ter standing up and saying it op- 
posed settlement -activity.” 

Israel is asking for a crack- 
down, which means mass arrests 
and detention without trial by 
the Palestinian Authority, on 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. The 
authority is reported to have ar- 
rested 125 Jihad members. . 
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Hotel CJery, Hescfin I'Abbe 




Hesdin FAbbe A tiny hamlet just 5 minutes from 
Boulogne. 

Hotel Clery*** Experience serenity, intimacy and -comfort 
in this charming ISth century hotel which sits amid acres 
of landscaped and unspoilt gardens. Add £L3pp per night 
for room with a bath. Cat^ory B. Extra night -£S3pp. 
limited availability ^twe^ends (Fri/Sat). 


For single roam supplement (pp per night) use extra night price. The car £ 3 
price refers to three adults shannga room. One child sharing the parents room 
is £15 per night (breakfast extra). Tea- details and prices of hotels with fondly 
rooms for 2 adults and 2 children call Driveline Europe. 



5^ m 




Le Touquet SurrouiBJed by forests, an elegant coastal 
resort coring an abundance of fine restaurants, shops, 
cafes and two golf courses. 

Hotel Park Plaza**** A luxury hotel located close to the 
sea and La Canche estuary, with indoor pool, restaurant 
ami bar. Category CL Extra night £42ppi Not available: 
25-27/4, 16,17/5, 2^30/6, 1-4, 10-53/7, 25-28/8 


| >£ THE INMEFENDENT SHORT BREAK BOOKING FORM 

I Party Leader None 

I Address 

I i 


Total no. of adults (ioc. drive r]_ 


Postcode 


i visfa totmvdria(pta»tidcj Ferry □ 
Outward data {Isf dtwtBj.- 


(eve) 

Children (2-1 1 yre) 


Le Shuffle □ 


Infants (undor2yrs) 


Calais An historic town with busy port and colourful 
piMrlcpt, ... 

Hotel Maurice*** A favourite for many radars to Calais. 
This charming family run hotel is furnished throughout 
with antiques. Excellent Cuisine. Add £8 per night for 
room with bath. Category A Extra night £26pp. 

Limited availability 9-11, 20-28/6, 54A15/X 14^21-25/8. 
Fmotd Calais** A modern central hotel offisring good 
value for money:' Category A Extra night £21pp. Not 
Available ^0/4. 1^/5, 5,74012/6. 


- Approx boor of departure: 

j HoIbI( 1st choke) Hotel (2nd choke ) 

J No. of people □ Ho. of rooms D Naofnijjten Room type 

J Car dtfdls 

J CwreB- Mak e Yea r Heiqh>if overliSm ) 

■ Ba y — I 

J 1 Nijtf Break (see prioe box) @£ pi =£ 

J Additional oi^it @ £ pp = E 

J Child sharing with pmeHts@ £15 each = £ 

I Feny/Le shuttle sopplemenis = £ 

■ Personal lnsunnw@£ pp =£ 

j TOTAL =£ 

• Payment: I confomtfad I am over 18 years of age and baw read, understood add aasptoo behalf of 
j all members of my party, flie terms and tomifflons given and hove completed fhe credit audbox for 

■ value shown. 

I Sfl nature Date 

I Please charge tha tolil to myS ! ®1ld/D*/&iasa/MHteffld 1 l¥fea mrd boom no. 

iLUJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 

I Issue No. (Switch only) Shirt date _/_ Expiry date_/_ 


Return date: 

Hour of return 

Hold (2nd dwtej 

Naafni^G 


Room type 


Height if ovwliSm) 


HOW tO tokens, simply completo the booking form above giving a firstand^o- 

There te no need to “^ e ^^ h Xi H p{easeiTiSce sure yourflret and second choice of hoteUre 
ond choice of is ismAprtL Dates shown as not avadafaie 

from the same subieetto change. Bcxjklnga musttwrecetvHd attea^Mwwi 

are given as guktelh^sonly date erf departure. Bookings, will notbo accepted by tete- 

worfeinfl days pnor to you^ price of £10 pp. Details of the cover areavafiable 

phone- Trawl bwuraricete watebte aff 01707 660011. No refunds on Insurance, 

from D rivoUn ®^^° nvol w and tickets- are normally issued fiw^fspnwto 

All booWng^^J^^^^^^between you and Driveline Europe Ud vdll come Into existence when 

departure, . . nAnirnnatwi invoice. 


Anm (approx. 75 miles from Calais) A beautiful city with 
cobbled quarters cathedral and colourful markets. 
HtttddeLtereoene*** A former 16th century monastery 
with goirrmet restaurant and private garden. Category R 
Extra night £26pp. Not available: 19426/4, 22^30/5, 1- 
440-14/6,25^7. 


P ay — * 

1 Night Break (see price box) @£ 

Atkfitionol a$it @ t pp 

ChM shoring with purmh @ £15 each 


“t "S?KSS«» Hoto*. »ki p»»ff «* p« 





pBt»ndlnsunma@£ 


Please charge the Mol to mySM!dsiDilffl/&iasa/fatKffld 1 l¥fea mrd oanunt no. 

UJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 

Issue No. (Switch only) Shut date _/_ Expiry date_/_ 


| Card holders name (ns on mrd) 
| Addres if diffarmtfrora above 


Hotel Park Plaza, Le Touquet 


EN61AE. VraapmfarMttBn^nfHteditoibafsHanpbgaBdtttkbMO 
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a_ obituaries / gazette 



- The Rev Dr John Kelly 


John Kelly was associated with 
Si Edmund Hail, Oxford, for 62 
years, for almost half of which 
he was its principal He oversaw 
much of the long process by 
which it was transformed from 
academic hall into incorporat- 
ed college. At the same time, his 
contributions to biblical and pa- 
tristic studies won him inter- 
national scholarly recognition. 

Bom in 1909, he was one of 
Gvc children of John and Ann 
Davidson Kelly; he was edu- 
cated privately m a small school 
owned by his' father at Bridge 
of Allan, near Stirling. Its com- 
mercial misfortunes left family 
circumstances somewhat strait- 
ened; Kelly therefore devel- 
oped what became a lasting 
quality of self-reliance. 

At 16, he went to Glasgow 
University. After he secured 
first class honours in G assies, 
a Ferguson scholarship took him 
to Queen’s College, Oxford, 
where he not only won further 
first class degrees in Mods, 
Greats and Theology, but also 
was president of the Junior 
Common Room. At Queen’s, 
the distinguished liturgical 
scholar E.C. Ratcliff was a pro- 
found influence. Kelly moved 
from Presbyterianism to the 
Church of England. Ministeri- 
al study at St Stephen's House 
led to ordination. After a brief 
curacy in Northampton, A.B, 
Emden in 1935 invited him to 
he chaplain of St Edmund HaiL 
Two years later, he became 
Emden 's vice-prindpaL 

Kelly thenceforth not only 
carried a formidable teaching 
burden in Theology and PPE. 
but in the middle years of the 
Second World War, when Em- 
den commanded the Universi- 
ty Naval Division, Kelly virtually 


ran. the hall. This precluded his 
becoming a services chaplain. 
Nineteen thirty-seven also 
marked the b eginning of the 20- 
year process by which the hall 
secured complete independence 
horn Queen’s. Emden wished 
independence to preserve its an- 
dent aularian status (its origins 
go back to the 13th century loot 
to make it the youngest college. 
As vice-principal Kelly already 
appreciated that only collegiate 
status could meet future needs; 
while loyal to Emden. he wise- 
ly ensured that the way to it 
remained open. 

When fll-healtb enforced 
Emden ’s early retirement in 
1951, all concerned acclaimed 
Kelly as his obvious successor. 
In 1958, he received from the 
Duke of Edinburgh the hall’s 
charter of incorporation. His re- 
tirement in 1979 followed bis 
having prepared the way for an- 
other major change, in the ad- 
mission of women to the 
college. It was a step that he ac- 
cepted, for he saw that the 
time had come. 

Throughout the 28 years of 
his princip als hip. Kelly dedi- 
cated himself unstinu’ngly to St 
Edmund Hafl’s well-being. Col- 
legiate status and an expanding 
fellowship did, indeed, lighten 
administrative burdens. In mid- 
term he remarked that Emden 
left the prindpalship a job and 
a half, but that he had made it 
half a job. (He would not, per- 
haps, have said that by 1979.) 
Kelly’s forte lay in his cultiva- 
tion of the friendship of the un- 
dergraduates. A phenomenal 
memory for names and faces 
enabled him at all stages to 
know and to be known by 
virtually all of a numerically 
large student body. Few heads 


of colleges have excelled him in 
this respect 

Himself an outstanding per- 
former on tbe tennis and squash 
courts, he was greatly con- 
cerned for the sporting life of 
the hall - partly thereby to win 
notice for the vitality of a new 
college, but partly, too, one sus- 
pects, in seif-compensation for 
his own lack of schoolboy sport- 
ing opportunities and for his be- 
ing denied war service. But he 
was also gratified by Auiarians’ 
conspicuous successes in tbe arts 
and w journalism; for himwif 
the cinema was a lifelong in- 
terest, along with painting (the 
hall acquired a remarkable col- 
lection of modem pictures dur- 
ing his time) and literature. He 
was formidably we E-read. 

Kelly’s prindpalship was 
marked by a major expansion of 

hifhftTtn fanlrfingc 

of the hall. The outstanding de- 
velopments were the building, 
through the munificence of the 
WoHson Foundation, of a new 
dining hafl. and the conversion 
into an yiru frr gradMate library of 
the neighbouring church of St 
Peter-in-the-East which had 
become redundant. 

In his use of time, Kelly was 
ordered and disciplined; he 
balanced a public image of gre- 
gariousness and even flamboy- 
ance with private austerity and 
scholarly withdrawal Hence, 
his service to St Edmund Hall 
was punctuated by the regular 
publication of authoritative 
books. (Learned articles he dis- 
dained, and produced none.) 
Hie u ni ve r s i t y lectureship in pa- 
tristic studies which he held 
from 1948 until 1976 bore ear- 
ly fruit in his Eariy Christian 
Creeds (1950), a translation of 
Rufinus' commentary on the 


Apostles’ Creed (1955), Earfy 
Christian Doctrines (1958), and 
77ie Athanasian Cried (1964). 
His attention moved towards 
biblical commentaries, with vol- 
umes on St Paul’s Pastoral Epis- 
tles (1963) and the Epistles of 
St Peter and St Jude (1969). 

The lucidity and judicious 
balance of Kelly’s earlier 
books have commended them 
across the theological spec- 
trum. In his commentaries, his 
support for traditional views 
about authorship and his ex- 
pository profundity have been 
particularly welcomed by tbe 
conservatively minded. 

In more recent years, Kelly’s 
interest in ami keen observation 
of people directed him to bi- 
ography. Studies of Jerome 
(1975) and John Chrysostom 
{Golden Mouth, 1995) brought 
to life two ascetics and preach- 
ers of the early Church. The Ox- 
ford Dictionary of the Popes 
(1986) provided masterly epit- 
omes of the popes from St Pe- 
ter to John PanlH and has been 
translated into several lan- 
guages. Kelly had subsequent- 
ly been engaged upon a similar 
dictionary of tbe archbishops of 
Canterbury. 

Unlike Emden, Kelly did not 
play a large pan m university, 
as distinct from college, busi- 
ness. In L966, the system of ro- 
tation by seniority amongst 
heads offenses brought him me 
vice-chancellorship, but an im- 
timely attack of jaundice which 
he contracted in Turkey en- 
forced his almost immediale re- 
tirement. Nor did he progress 
far towards the ecclesiastical 
promotion for which his learn- 
ing and abilities might seem to 
have predestined him. When it 
was early offered to him, a 



recognition that he could not 
easDy bare worked with the then 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Geoffrey Fisher, confirmed his 
commitment to tbe arartemlr 
world. Under the more conge- 
nial Michael Ramsey, he was 
chairman from 1964 to 1968 of 
the Archbishop’s Commission 
on Roman Catholic Relations, 
and ia 1966 he accompanied 
Ramsey cm his historic visit to 
Pope Pad VL Early friendship 
with Bishop George Bell re- 
sulted in an association with 
Chichester Cathedral in which 
he bdd cananries from 1948 un- 
til 1993. He delighted in the 
round of cathedral worship. 


Kelly’s wide circle of friends 
will remember especially bis 
mastery of the spoken worn. He 
excelled as a lecturer and as a 
preacher, mid no less in con- 
versation at table and as ah 
after-dinner speaker. One such 
speech at the Oxford Farming 
Conference which he based 
upon VirgjFs Bucolics is a fa- 
mous example of his ability to 
adapt hk classical sch olarship tn 
a wider audience. His voice was 
distinctive. While at Queen’s, he 
divested himself of a Glaswe- 
gian accent and of a severe 
stammer, bat he retained a 
mann er of speaking that lent it- 
self to the mmuay in which un- 


dergraduates, in particular, de 


the was in their company 
in the front quadrangle of St Ed- 
mund HaS. But to whomever he 
was spe aking , and whether the 
subject was serious or frivolous, 
the adjective that best describes 
Kelly’s impact is that it was life- 
enhancing. 

Kelly never married, but no 
picture of him would be true to 
life that did not notice the 
abiding place in his affections 
of his brothers and sisters, and 
especially of his nephews and 
their famili es. In this sense, he 
was a family man. 

John Cowdrey 


John Nonnun Davidson Kelly Ae- 
olngLm: ham Bridge of Allan 13 
April / 909; ordained deacon 
1934, priest 1935: Chaplain, St 
Edmund HalL Oxford 1935-37, 
Vice-Principal 1937-51, Principal 
1951-79, Honorary Felkw 1979- 
97, Dean of Degrees 1982-89; 
Speakers Lecturer in BibBcal 
Studies. Oxford University 1945- 
48, Lecturer in Patristic Stutfies 
1948-76; Pro-Vicc-ChanceUar 
1964-66. 1972-79. Vice-Chan- 
cellor 1966; Canon, Chichester 
Cathedral 1949-93; DD Oxon 
1951; Chairman. Archbishop's 
Commission on Romm Catholic 
Relations 1964-68 FBA 1965; 
died Oxford 31 March 1997. 



Tomoyuki Tanaka 


Kiddy kitsch: Tanaka’s monster Godzffla eats a train 


A shrewd eye for the quick yen 
is the distinguishing character- 
istic of the typical Osaka busi- 
nessman. The highly successful 
film producer Tomoyuki Tana- 
ka was no exception to this rule. 
Yet there was much more to the 
man than finan cial acumen. In 
his long life he made over 200 
films for the Toho Movie Com- 
pany, which he entered in 1944, 
rising to be chairman of the 
board of directors and chief ex- 
ecutive producer. 

Among his greatest success- 
es was the fantasy science fic- 
tion movie Godzilla, made in 
1954. At the time, the Japanese 
cinema had long since passed 
through its golden period and 
was in a decline, confronted by 
the waves of American block- 
buster movies. Tanaka showed 
his Haring in dreaming up the 
figure of a prehistoric monster 
that was to appear in a dizzying 
succession of 22 films. The 
Japanese name was “Gqjira" - 
a conflation of the first syllable 
of “gorilla” and the last two of 
kujira, meaning “whale”, and 
not, as marry Westerners think, 
God himself in SFX form. 


This awesome beast, spewing 
radioactive fire from dinosaur 
jaws, was the brainchild of the 
special effects genius Eiji "Eub- 
uyaya, who in childhood had 
been spellbound by King Kong, 
He worked on all the Godzilla 
epics with the director Ishiro 
Honda until his death in 1970. 
But it was Tanaka’s brainchild, 
and when tbe studio “killed off” 
his creature just 16 months ago 
the old man’s heart was broken 
and he never really recovered. 

His first Godzilla produc- 
tion had been the fust Japan- 
ese movie to have a world-wide 
bax-offioe success, and its draw- 
ing powerpofled Tbho and the 
Japanese film industry out of the 
doldrums. Tanaka made a deal 
with an American distributor, 
selling the copyright in the 
movie outright for only $25,000, 
at a time when the exchange 
rate was 360 yen to the dollar. 
Its primitive strangeness was 
Americanised by additional 
footage bringing in the Ferry Ma- 
son star Raymond Burr as a 
hard-boiled investigative news- 
man, and thus making the 
movie even weirder than the 


joyable. It also earned 
from trade offshoots: dolls, 
comics, T-shirts and all the oth- 
er marketing ploys flooded 
Japan and then die VfesL There 
is ommous news of a Hollywood 
remake by Roland Emmerich in 
1998 - the man who brought us 
Independence Day (1996). 

In these days of boringly 
repetitive science-fiction movies 
with their interminable com- 
puterised explosions, it is re- 
freshing to run a video of the' 
first Godzilla classics, in which 
the clumsy beast with itsdum- . 
bersome tail is animated by^ 
stunt man inride the ungainly 
carapace. There is something 
unintennonallyMlarious in the 
way the monster is made to 
stamp peevishly on papier- 
mach£ models of famous land- 
marks Like Tbkyo Tower or the . 
Diet Btrildmg, or to melt eleo- 
tnrity pylons (made of wax) with 
his scorching radioactive breath. - 
He seems to take an almost 
chikfish pleasure in stomping on 
Dinky cars and trucks and lat- 
er to snap up the carriages of 
the Shmkansen express like a 


string of beads. It is the most 
adorable kiddy . kitsch, and 
spawned an evermore comical 
series oikaiju ago or monster 
movies with rival creatures 
bearing archaic SF names like 
Mothra, Rodan, Gaigan, and 
Hedora co-starring in Godzilla 
vs the Thing (1964), King Kong 
vs Godzilla (1963), GodnUa vs 
the Destroyer (1995) and Godzil- 
la iv the Smog Monster (1972) 
- all gradually becoming more 
sophisticated^ animation tech- 
niques. That la§t-named opus 
hints afThnika’s preoccupation 
with important human themes 
-file 6&K)g$, war hysteria/dat-' 
ural catastrophes in* what the : 
Americans railed “shake and 
bake” movies and, above all, the 
so-called “nuclear allergy” the 
Japanese were said to be suf- 
fering from -with good reason. 

The first Godzflla appeared 
when the Japanese were sriEsuf- 
fering from post-A-bomb trau- 
ma. Their sense of foreboding 
could be felt in the first movie 
made by Honda andTsuburaya, 
tbe 1953 atomic war picture Tm- 
heyonowashi (“Eagle of the Ra- 
dfic"). Shortly after it appeared. 


on 1 March 1954, the Japanese 
were appalled by the tragic 
fete of a fishing-boat, Datgo 
fukuryu maru (“Lucky Dragon 
V”), engulfed in a rain of ra- 
dioactive ash from a United 
States thermonuclear weapon 
test on Bikini Island. One crew 
member died. The others were 
all seriously contaminated. 

■ . The word “Dragon" in the 
boat’s name was Thnaka's orig- 
inal inspiration for the future 
Godzilla, a dragon-like primev- 
al monster wakened from the 
depths of the fecific by atom 
.bomb-tests and coming foterri- 
fying life to avenge himself up- 
on the destroyers of his peace. 
Behind all the special effects, 
there was the very human pre- 
occupation of Tbmoyuki Thnaka 
and his production team with the 
menace of world-wide destruc- 
tion by the Cold War arsenal of 
.atomic bombs and missiles. 

But Thnaka was not just the 
creator of Godzilla. Though he 
continued to collaborate prof- 
itably with the US companies in 
Godzilla adaptations like Inva- 
sion of the Astro-Monsters (1967, 
with Nick Adams “normalising” 


E 


an all-Japanese cast) and a re- 
turn of Raymond Butrin the re- 
make Godzilla 19S5, Tanaka 
distinguished himself by work- 
ing with great Japanese directors 
like Hiroshi Ingpld, whose Rick- 
shaw Man won the Golden Uon 
Award in Venice in 1958. 

He produced great historical 
films like Kihachi Okamoto’s 
1967 Nippon no iriban nagaichi 
(“Japan’s Longest Day”), Shi- 
ro Moritani’s 1977 Hakkoda-san 
Mt Hakkoda"), and above all 
e superb Akira Kurosawa 
To ho- period works; Yojimbo 
( 1961). Sanjum ( l962),Akah&e 
1 (Redbeord - a financial disaster 
in 1965). He was executive pro- 
ducer for Kurosawa's magnifi- 
cent historical epic Kagemusha 
(“Shadow Warrior”) in 1980, 
and he was m Cannes to sec it 
win the Golden Palm Grand 
Prix Award - the first Japanese 
fihzi to do so since Tcinosukc 
Kin u gasa 's Jigokumon (Gate of 
Hell) in 1954. 

James Kirknp 

Tomoyuki Tanaka, film producer 
bom Osaka 1910; married (three 
children); died Tokyo 2 April 1997. 


Professor Sir Malcolm Brown 


In 1967. Malcolm Brown, then 
Professor of Geology at Durham 
University, was appointed Nasa 
Principal Investigator of the 
Apollo Moon expeditions. 

The Gist lunar sample arrived 
in Durham in September 1969, 
where it was exhibited at the 
Gulbertidan Museum, and so 
great was the interest in this sin- 
gle representative of the lunar 
soil (regolith), that at times 
the queue of people wishing to 
see it extended for nearly a mile. 
The samples received in the lab- 
oratory, however, included not 
only die powdered soil, but ac- 
tual samples of solid rock and 
thin and polished sections made 
from them. The investigation 
was mainly by physical means 
using X-ray fluorescence and 
election microprobe equipment 
already installed in the new 
building occupied by the de- 
partment. The results had a 
wide international circulation. 

Brown was bora in 1925 at 
Red car, North Yorkshire, a sea- 
side resort where his parents 
owned a boarding house. He was 
educated at Chatham School 
Re dear, and in 1944 joined the 
RAF. where he became a friend 
of the actor Richard Burton. In 
1947 he was admitted to Uni- 
versity College. Durham, as an 
undergraduate reading Chem- 
istry. but included Geology as a 
subsidiary subject in his first year. 
Working under Professor L.R. 
Wager, well-known for his ex- 
ploits on Mount Everest and on 
the ultrabasic rocks of Skaer- 


gaard, Greenland, Brown’s In- 
terest was suffiriendy aroused for 
him to offer geology as his ho- 
nours subject. He graduated 
with first class honours in 1950, 
and when Wager left for the 
Chair of Geology at Oxford be 
accompanied him to undertake 
research there. 

The existence of layered 
ultrabasic rocks in the island of 
Rhum had recently been dis- 
covered and this became his 
DPhil research subject On com- 
pleting his doctorate in 1953 he 
was offered a Commonwealth 
Fund (Harkness Fellowship) 
tenable at Princeton Universi- 
ty where, from 1954 to 1955, he 
furthered his research in igneous 
rocks. Returning to Oxford he 
became Lecturer in Petrology in 
1955 and was made a Fellow of 
St Cross College in 1965. He re- 
newed bis involvement in 
Lawrence Wager’s interest in 
layered basic intrusions, even- 
tually described in a book, Lay- 
ered Igneous Rocks (196$), much 
of which was written tty Brown. 
Its preparation bad involved a 
visit by both authors to the 
Bushveldt Complex, north of 
Pretoria in South Africa, gen- 
erally agreed to be the prototype 
of such bodies. Brown had also 
earlier joined an expedition to 
the remarkable Skaergaard In- 
trusion led by Wager and WA. 
Oier, which he was amongst the 
few privileged to visit 

In 1966, aided by a Carnegie 
FeUowship.be spent a year at tbe 
Geophysical Laboratory of the 


Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington DC, pursuing a research 
programme devoted to experi- 
ments on the melting of granite. 
The same year, Kingsley Dun- 
ham resigned the Durham Chair 
to return to the Geological Sur- 
vey and Brown was invi^d to fill 
iL He was already an experi- 
enced teacher of petrology; his 
lectures attracted an increasing 
number of students and affect- 
ed their interests in later life. 
Necessarily he was also obliged 
to take an increasing part in ad- 
ministration, and this led at the 
end of his time in Durham to his 
appointment as Dean of die Fac- 
ulty of Science and to the Pro- 
Vfce-ChanceUotshrp in 1979. 

It was a prolific period of re- 
search not only on terrestrial ig- 
neous rocks but also on the 
rocks recovered by the Apollo 
moon expeditions. Brown led a 
research team which included 
Henry Emeleus, Roy Phillips, 
Granville Holland and, later, 
Andrew Peeke tt. These studies 
led to tbe publication of 31 orig- 
inal papers, representing about 
one quarter of Brown's lifetime 
output. In addition. Brown was 
still able to find time to initiate 
major research into the petrol- 
ogy, geochemistry and evolution 
of the volcanic rods of the Less- 
er Antilles and to extend his in- 
terest in the Tfertiary Igneous 
rocks of west Scotland. 

In 1979 Brown was appoint- 
ed Director of the NERC In- 
stitute of Geological Sciences. 
IGS had been formed to in- 



with the Research Council the 
question of the future of the mu- 
seum. Sadly, the council decid- 
ed to offer it to the adjacent and : 
recently connected British Mu- 
seum (Natural History). In view 
of the strongly practical slant of 
this geological museum this de- 
cision aroused considerable crit- 
icism but it was not possible to 
reverse it and the Gecriogical Sur- 
vey became the poorer for the 
lade of its accessible centre in the 
national capital. 

After his retirement from • 
BGS in 1985 Brown returned to 
Oxford where be set up as 


Brawn, second from right, with Ms ApoBo Research Group at D u r ha m Uni ver si ty, September 1969 (left to right, GrenvOa Holland, Henry 
Emeleus and Roy Phillips), on receipt of the first sample of lunar regofitti coflected by Ned Armstrong 


corporate the Geological Sur- 
vey of Great Britain, the Over-, 
seas Geological Surveys and the 
Geological Museum. One of the 
earliest effects of Brown's Di- 
rectorship was the change of 
name to British Geological Sur- 
vey. a beneficial step. 

. Less beneficial was the feet 
that, owing to chan ges of gov- 
ernment policy towards the re- 
search councils, a considerable 
reorganisation of the staffing was 
undertaken. This led to heavy 

Josses in the complement of se- 
nior posts, particularly those of 
the rank of SPSO and above. 
The total staff that had built up . 


to over 1,150, partly in response 
to the system of contracting to 
major spending departments, 
such as DTL MFP and tbe 
DoE, under Lord Rothschild's 
initiative, was reduced to about 
850, but Brown succeeded in 
preventing the dismissal of a 
large number of good junior 
men who had been engaged on 
short-term contracts, but later, 
in response to union pressure, 
had become established- 
Meamrfde, less and less fund- 
ing tecame available for field op^ 
eratiocs- in the UK and the 
Director decided to use his sci- 
entific staff to write up theiri©-. 


suits without engaging in new 
fieldwork. An unprecedented 
Sow of Sheet and other Metn- 
oiisof the Geological Survey was 
therresuh, but this was necessarily 
at the expense of new surveying 
and of revision. Moreover, since 
the post of District Geologist in 
the ll districts covering the UK 
had virtually ceased to exist, it 
was ho longer obvious to the in- 
terested public to whom they - 
should apply for geological as- 
sistance and information. 

A further blow was the Joss of 
the Geological Museum. Dating 
from the eariy. 19th century, this 
had been established by Sir John - 


Fletl in South Kensington in a 
new building re-established at the 
centenary of the Geological Sur- 
vey in 1935. The growth under 
the IGS had made necessary a 
major move of survey field staff 
away from London, and at Key- 
worth in Nottinghamshire a re- 
cently built teacher-training 
college had become available; 
this became the main Geologi- 
cal Survey Headquarters. Mal- 
colm Brown’s Directorate 
witnessed the move of 500 staff 
here away from the London, 
and Leeds offices; he himself 
was, we believe, gjad to get 
awayYrdm London and raised 


Throughout his life Malcolm 
Brown attracted and retained 
many friends. Hts first marriage, 
alas, was not a happy one and 
was dissolved in 1977. His sec- 
ond, in 1985, to Sally Marstoa 
was, by contrast, exceptionally 
happy and brought him the 
dose companionship of a fam- 
ily with two teenage step- 
daughters. Above all it provided 
what he described as “the 12 
happiest years of my life”. 

KlngsItyDualttB 
and Grenville Holland 

George Malcolm Brown, geologise 
bom Rtdcar. North YbrfaJiovS Oc- 
toter 1925: Pmfhsor cf GtofeR 
(Emeritus). Durham Unhxrsity 
1967-79. Dean of Riadfv of Sci- 
ence 1978-79, iVv-Vlce-Oumcd- 
1979; FRS 1975: Director, 
Rrttsii Gex>kigctr l Society 197985; 
™ ‘985; twice married; (balHatd- 
btffon. QtfnrdsJtbv 28 Modi 1.997. 


DEATHS 

JONES: David Brian. 30 March 1997, 
aged 54. A tragic acadcni in Gud. 
A loving husband to Nicole, cherished 
blher lo Bernard and Dominic and 
a dear son la Marjory. Thank you for 
I be love, joy and energy you shared 

with oil tout famil y and friends. No 
doners. Donations, if desired, mode 
payable to Chadian Ch Adieus Fund, 
e/o CWS Funeral Services, 80 
AmpfhiU Road. Bedford MK429HP. 
Crctnauon. Wednesday 9 April. 10am, 
Bedford Crematorium. 
RICHARDSON: On 29 March, after a 
brief Qlnca, at the Utriwnity College 


Births, 



to, Professor Keith Clifford, aged 91 
years. Funeral at Golden Green 
Crematorium (Vlfcst Chapel) on 
Thursday 10 April at 3pm. No flow- 
ers please tail donations » Imperial 

Cancer Research Fuad a'oLcrenoo 


& Sou Ltd. 212 Everahrii Street, 
London NWi ipp. 

KC5SBIX: Ariadne, known as Aida 
(o& Gordao-Gonky), deaxb riser- 
fibedwifa. mother, gr wMifrKrt hgr ari 
friend, died 30 Mart* 1997. Funeral 
at West London Crematorium, 
Qapd. Harrow Xfood, Kensal Green, 
On Monday? April at L4Spm. Flow- 
ers to HJ. Bent A. Co. leWestnrin- 
Gain, Aberdeen Place, St John's 
Wood, NWS 8JN, before midday, 
Monday 7 April, or donations to Cbm- 
mtnrity Care Unst. Homeshsre. St 
Mary Abbots Church HaU, Vicarage 
Gate. London W8 4HN. 


Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr J. R. K. TUroer 
and MUf B. M. Kennedy 

Tbe engagement s announced be- 
tween James, elder son of Mr Pete 
Turner, of Dalham, Suffolk, a*m 
the Countess of Effingham, of Blade- 
more End, Essex, and B rigid, 
younger daughter of Sfr Paul and-’ 
Lady Kennedy, of Harrogate, North 
Yorkshire. 


Birthdays ' 

' Mr Jonathan Agnew,~ cricketer. 37; 
Mr Peter Act cm borough, fanner 
HeadrnasterrfOianerbouse f 59;Mr 
Den Dover MP,59; Mr Paul Down- 
ton, cricketer,. 40; Mri Margaret 
Dupont, fanner tennis dnmgiian, 79; 
Mr Trevor Griffiths, playwright, 62; 
Mr Jeremy Hands; television re- 
porter, 4& Mr Dave Hffl. guitarist. 
45; Lend Inchyra, for mer Director 
General, British Bankets Assodatian, 
62; Earl JeQleoe. President, British' 
Heart Foundation, 79; Mr Gregory 


Kmgfar MP, 48; Colonel Sir Biyce 
Kuo*,- vice-chairman, Linduslries 
Ltd, 81; Miss Frances Langford, 
anger and actress. 84; Mr Nick 
McCarthy, High Commissioner to 
Cameroon and Ambassador to 
Gabos, 59; Rrofesoc David MeMDc, 
chief executive. Farther Education 
Pmjda^Cout»cflftffEn^aijd,S4;Mr 
Barry Rearasbottom. genera] secre- 
tary, : .CM- micT Public Services 
Association, 48; Mr Ian Robertson, 
Director^ National Army Museum,. 
54; Mr Dave Sexton, football mao- 

i y tch Hamf r atfvrinr T jynr rlj frw. ■ 


'mer Governor-General of New 
Zealand,^.- - 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning tbe following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 7 -24pm. 

Wtete tetet oipoc aste. Adn»- 
tfan«r$pn0CKs: OUlJK 230. UdIm of 

IC63L Bdbr» Stmjmcum tf Crete Britain: 

CaapviatlaK 0171-2X9 2523, Nor LoMtoa 

Sjeapott (Mswnri): 0171038 1026, 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS- - 

hJLIS? •'“tew. Trust*. Sr tirwpf> 

sSsS^ssfiBaaes 

Obanging of the Guard 

lloou is Kansfen SrtB, r«wM. hm. ft* 


^ Wttssaar. 

UfcATHS, please trtmium# 0171 
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the leader page 


L eft right or centre: we used the 
o d i division yesterday in intro- 

aucme our effnrr* — ■ 


and right for the times 



i Jh.w." j'^croay m mtro- 
aducing our efforts at extractinjr 

from the manifestos the best anm^eSi 

for SUDDOrtino than ® , “r 5 


: — «w me oesi arguments 

for supportmg them. But S 
formula looks pretty useless 

the Tories, havSg pushed tiSfa? 

E? ta ° 




™ . — — 1 u, fi uae uieboats 

And the tradi- 
tional compass points seem prettyuse- 
less for capturing New Labour’s vmZ 

Blair steering centred 
centte-nght or centre by left-centre’ 
Tne first virtue of the Labour Party 
Sh “ « a **“* k “ 80 obituaiy^ 

SSffe.aS 0 ! 001 jUst 00 a PoliticaJpariy 
J^tfoded, but on a whole vamglorious, 
jWertwbc approach to politics that has 
?rf5i ace m ttx jfy’ s circumstances. It is 
to be welcomed by all those 
ho observe that Britain has changed 
srnce the 1970s and think it ou£f 2 
have changed. History is ended. 
Ideology is. dead. A whole lumber- 
room of theory has vanished. On Tony 
Blair syounghead the cloth capofKeLr 
Harche is as invisible as Clement 
h^wicr - 3nd as for the Hamp- 
stead headgear of Labour's revisionist 
wing, the man and his document owe 
nothing at all to Gaitskell, Crosland 
and what once passed for “new” 
Labour. Gone, all gone. And rightly so. 

There is no model here for how 
Britain ought to be, five, 10 years into 


J* century, fortbe good reason 
mat Labour how recognisesthe future 
will be built by the individuals ft hopes 
fo empower. Labour's sense of what 
is inevitable is pretty inuch the saine 
2 s the Tbries’ —that commercial neces- 
sity wili require Britain to adapt to 
world conditions in which the prizes 
will go to the flexible, economies, 
quick on their feet. It is in the “how?* 
that the difference between the 
parties crucially lies. ' 

New Labour, to judge 'from this 
man ifesto, has two principal objectives. 
It wants to remake the link betw een 
people and government. It wants what 
government does and how it does it to 
change so that people trust die state 
and institutions of representative 
democracy more. From this follow die 
party’s pledges to dean up Parlia- 
ment’s act, to reform the upper house, 
to return legislative powers to the peo- 
ple of Scotland and to increase self-gov- 
ernment in ^\&Ies, to re-enfranchzse 
Londoners and to pledge citizens the 
individual recognition sijgnffiftd by the 
European Convention on Human 
Rights. 

Less obviously, from Labour’s con- 
cern for trust in government foflows the 
party’s policy for Europe. The British 
path in Europe will, under Labour, con- 
tinue to diverge from that of die core 
EU nations. There is no federalist 
enthusiasm here. But there is also no 
mistaking the difference in tone ■ 
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between Labour’s references to Europe 
and those in the Tory manifesto; 
Labour’s bespeaks a warm enthusiasm, 
ministers who want to lead the public 
towards a European destinyfor Britain. 
But they will not get too far ahead: 
Labour is likelier to join the single cur- 
rency, but not before British opinion 
has been consulted in a referendum. 

In the manifesto’s discussion of 
Europe, one fashionable term is miss- 
ing. It is “social exclusion"- foe phrase 
that has come to cover the many ways 
in which people miss out — on main- 
stream income levels, jobs that pay a 
decent wage, education that will equip 


children to get those jobs, decent bous- 
ing. Yet the sentiment permeates much 
of the rest of Labour’s offering. It is not 
sentimental, either; it is more of a cool 
regret at the loss to UK pic cause by 
so much human potential going to 
waste. Looking for a philosophical 
difference between Labour and the 
Conservatives? It lies in Labour’s con- 
viction, still, that the state can do good 
especially by pursuing policies that 
help the excluded into foe mainstream. 
It recalls what Bill Clinton said in his 
inaugural address earlier this year 
about the end of Big Government not 
implying foe end of collective purposes 


realised through public institutions. 

But it is from foe President’s Repub- 
lican enemy Newt Gingrich that the 
Labour manifesto borrows its “contract 
with Britain”. Gingrich came a cropper 
shortly after his American contract was 
fe nffrthrtH but he had over-reached 
an ri Tony Blair has learnt foe lesson. 

Labour’s manifesto dismisses talk of 
revolutions and hundred-day turn- 
arounds. Its offered contract with 
Britain is conspicuously modest, almost 
as if Labour were a company bidding 
for a government contract, somewhat 
more elevated than street deansing, but 
along those lines. This contractor 
knows budgets are limited and if foe 
promises are not kept foe contract 
won’t be renewed. So foe manifesto 
proposes dear measures. Some are pre- 
cise and wiD be easily cheeked after five 
years. Some we get to by inference: 
Labour's pledge to cut class sizes will 
be pop ular if our army of under- 
achieving chil dren start to do better on 
objective tests; spending more on 
patient care will please patients and 
their famili es if, and only if, it leads to 
reduced waiting times and better treat- 
ment. 

Nuts and bolts stuff, says conven- 
tional wisdom - lacking vision - a little 
disapp ointing. Wrong, we think: this 
document is audacious in its modesty. 
Labour has set itself the test of wbat 
can be done, in foe real political and 
fiscal circumstances of late-century 


Britain. It is because its answer does not 
set foe Thames alight that it is con- 
vincing. We need political reform. But 
one of these reforms is that we need a 
party in power that promises what it 
can deliver, and no more; and then 
delivers. That would do more to push 
back public cynicism than a cascade of 
stirring but cloudy speeches. 


A level 
playing field 


I f rugby league has done it, rugby 
union is doine it and football did it 


A union is doing it and football did it 
a few years ago, what is stopping 
cricket from hauling itself into moder- 
nity and a cherished place in (English) 
national consciousness? All the ele- 
ments are there. There is money, from 
television and from the National Lot- 
tery. There is public appetite - Matt- 
hew Engel’s criticism, in the new 
Wisden, of the game’s perception are 
surely wrong . There are thousands of 
young boys whose lust for glory (and 
material reward) is sharp. What’s foe 
missing ingredient? Perhaps all it needs 
is a Nick Hornby to write a cricketing 
Fever Pilch. Colin Firth stands ready to 
don his whites. Mr Darcy at foe wicket 
- surely a winning combination. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Foreign policy 
« not quite 
forgotten 


Sin Richard Gott (“A British for- 
eign policy? Forget it". 2 April) is 


largely right in identifying foreign 
policy as a neglected issue of this 
election. But not quite. 

No one (yet) is raising questions 
about the future of the UN system 
or of the Commonwealth in foe 
hurly-burly of the campaign in this 
largely rural constituency. But I 
have been encouraged by the 
number of electors who are 
challenging me and the other 
candidates on Britain's policies 
towards developing countries. 

More important politically will 
be the far greater numbers, mainly 
among the over-50s, worried about 
our position in Europe. This 
potentially allows for a serious 
debate on Britain’s position in the 
world, but perceptions all too often 
do not go beyond foe crude “give us 
back our sovereignty” anti- 
Europeanism of much of foe Tory 
press. 

Certainly there is no overt 
concern here about whether foe 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office has a future. But 
Northamptonshire voters may be 
more realistic than Mr Gott in 
realising that whatever happens 
domestically after foe election we 
arc always going to need a ministry 
with relevant specialist skills. Yes 
foe Ibries have shamefully abused 
foe FCO but after serving in it for 
23 years it seems to me plain ally to 
describe it as existing only to cover 
up “foe inexperience of the 
political class". 

JOHN GORDON 
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary 
Candidate for Davenny Constituency 
Daventry 
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Investigation of 
deaths in custody 
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Sir: Far be it from CND to suggest 
that Britain should adopt any 
"punching above our weight” pos- 
turing in foreign affairs (2 April) 
but there are important things 
happening out there which urgent- 
ly need discussion. 

' To start with foe easy bit: where 
is the promised legislation t o ratify 
Britain’s signature of the Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Heaty? 

Next the first Preparatory 

Committee for foe Non- 
Proliferation Review Conference 
begins in New York m a week’s 
o«i-.irt'crt*cnrd on nuclear 


important campaigspf 1880: 
Gladstone's Midlothian election. 

In what could wefi be described 
as foe first modem British political 
campaign, Gladstone perfected his 
demagogic technique with a series 
of attacks on Disraeli’s foreign 
policy. The “evil instinct” which 
guided Conservatives was to be 


- foe majority of disabled people foe 
last straw. Politicians, wake up to 
djsafrifity issues, we are wafting 
with interest 

THOMAS B MWINGROVE 

Dartford 

Kent 


disruption when they are actually 
trying to study and leam? 


Discussing this issue with mv 
peers (a few of whom are teachers 
themselves), it came to light that a 
majority of us feel stricter teaching 
is needed. We all attended state 
schools, and everyone of us 
remembers the most effective (and 
respected) teachers were those who 
firstly rerased to let anyone disrupt 
a class and secondly, took no verbal 
abuse from a pupiL Ibachers whose 
tone of voice commanded silence 
or attention. 

I lament foe fact that teachers 
are almost scared to breathe these 
days, for fear of being accused of 
something ridiculous by a trouble- 
making child. 

Does it not seem a strange 
coincidence that as the authority 
bestowed on teachers diminishes, 
foe number of aggressive and 
disruptive children increases? 
VICTORIA BENSTED 
Twickenham 
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time. Britain's record on nuclear 
disarmament - and in qattutar 
the introduction of the Trident 
submarine nuclear missile system - 
is going to come under close and 

critical scrutiny. . m 

Meanwhile in Geneva, the UN 
Committee on Disarmament 
negotiations towards a risSUe 

Material Cut OffTreaty; are bogged 
down. Will Britain continue to 
insist on the fabc distinction 
between civil and military fissile 
material priviuction? 

Finally, most important of all, 

when are thy poljtical P^^g 

to sav anything abom , the 
of Nil to expansion into Eastern 
Europe? Can we hope to see any 

SiSStlS* 

will not go away just because they 
are ignored. 

DAVE KNIGHT. 

Chair 

Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament 

London N7 


offoreign policy. This was at a time 

when a revolt in Bulgaria could 
lead to nationwide noting and 
international affairs were the 

stated priority of both party ■ 
leaders. . 

Mr Gott may lament the absence 
of foreign affairs from foe current 
election campaign, but perhaps he 
should be relieved. Both Disraeli 
and Gladstone had grand ideas 


about foreign policy; both of them 
ended up frustrated, as their 


Sin In order to avoid the problems 
of parliamentary candidates 
tainted by sleaze and “personal 
indiscretions", I suggest that foe 
Conservative Party adopts a policy 

SJourPany - all women short 
lists. 

■ When was the last time a female 
Member of Parliament left the 
Commons in disgrace? 

EBERA KINGTON 
Ewell , 

■Surrey 


ended up frustrated, astneir 
knowledge of foe problems failed 
to match foeir ambitions. 

ARTHUR SNELL 
Magdalen College 


Teachers need 
to be stricter 


Chickens unfit 
for consumption 


Society needs 
special hospitals 


Disabled voters 
are waiting 


Sir* Richard GoU declares: 
every history student is dmest 
,v*i*iniv well aware, no election 
hasbeen fought on a foreign policy 


Sir; It is interesting to note that 
durin g foe election fervour, 
presently gripping foe country, no 

mention hasbeen made about 

disability issues. As one m ten of i 
foe population is reputed to have a 
disability, this represents a large 
voting bloc within society. 

If foe parties wish to have our- . . 
votes then they mustaddress foe 
issues. Since 19S1 (Year of foe ^ 
Disabled) much was promised, yet 

very Hide has progressed mio 

fruition. The sad MeMdeoffoe 
minister for foe disabled effecov^y 
defeating a disability bill was for 


Sir With reference to your leading 
artide, “Giving up on children— 
now that's naughty”, 2 April, I 
cannot help but wonder if you 
would hold foe same opinion if 
yonr own child was victimised, 
threatened or bullied at school? 

Everyone is worrying about foe 
“insubordinate" children, but there 
is sptrift Hiing fundamental mi&iiilg 
in this debate - foe rights of those 
children who do not foil into foe 


Mouthed to death 


Sin Imported American chickens 
may pose a serious health risk 
(report, 3 April) but Ifear that the 
situation maybe little belter with 
British chickens. Recent reports 
have shown that anything between 
33 percent and 50 per cent of British 
chickens are contaminated with 
either salmonella or Campylobacter, 
the two main sources of food 
poisoning in this country. 

Indeed, a recent Which survey 
found 32 out of 90 chickens and 
chicken portions bought from 
supermarkets to be “unfit for 
human consumption”. Radical 
reforms -on form and in abattoirs - 
are needed to reduce both the food 
safety and animal welfare threats 
posed by foe poultry industry. 
PETER STEVENSON 
Political and Legal Director 
Compassion in World Farming 
Petenfield 
Hampshire 


have to suffer because the ad alts 
around them cannot decide on an 
effective solution? Why should 
they be subject to violence and 


Sin Who invents those absurd, 
meaningless, ungrammatical words 
and phrases - zero tolerance, level 
playing fields, sleaze, smart money, 
taxbreak, spin doctors? 

They get taken up and mouthed 
i to death. Perhaps foe chief culprit 
is foe erstwhile "squeaky clean" 
BBC. We need a new campaign to 
dean up dr purify foe English 
language. 

PR MTU AST 

Beaminster 

Dorset 


Aged juror 


Sin Recently I returned a sum- 
mons to attend for jury service, 
pointing out that I was too old. In- 
fos acknowledgement foe Chief 
Clerk says “I am able to excuse 
you from attendance for jury ser- 
vice on this occasion” and I am 
left wondering whether they ex- 
pect me to get younger? 

SIMON CARSE 
Lindfield 
West Sussex 


Post letter s to Lettas.to the Editor , ; and include a daytime telephone number. Fax: 0171-293 2056; 
e-mail- tetterS@mdependenLCOJik. E-mail correspondents are asked loghe a postal address. Lottos may be 
■ edited for lengh and clarity Bfe regret we are unable to acknowledge unpublished letters. 


Sir. There has been much debate 
about the role of special hospitals 
for foe mentally disordered and foe 
main emphasis has been that in 
modern day society there is no 
place for them (“Sorting mad from 
bad”, 26 March). 

What is noticeable is the lack of 
discussion about an alternative to 
closing down the special hospitals 
other than placing patients in 
regional secure units, which, 
incidentally, have a much higher 
reridivisLrate on discharge than 

that of special hospitals. 

The Matthew mist, celebrating 
its 20th amuve rsary this year, has 
been folly involved with the four 
special hospitals in this country and 
we believe that the closing down of 
special hospitals would be a very 
inhumane step. Special hospitals 
create a therapeutic environment 
for foe seriously disturbed in a 
secure setting which cannot be 
achieved in any other form other 
than putting such people in penal 
establishments where the quality of 
care, as has been admitted by the 
Department of Health, is 50 per 
cent poorer than foal in foe 
National Health service. 

Not only does this Trust believe 
foal sped al hospitals should be 
retained and given further financial 
assistance but we also believe that a 
further two special hospitals, based 
on the Broadmoor model, should ' 
be established. Special hospitals 
should be developed as a good 
example of humanitarian concent 
for the seriously mentally fil. 

PETER THOMPSON 
Director 

The Matthew Trust 
London SW6 


Sin At a time when foe two main 
political parties vie with each other 
over dealing with young offenders 
it was with sadness and anger that 
we learnt about the death of the 15- 
year-old who was found 
unconscious in Hartlepool police 
station on 1 April (report, 3 April). 

This death raises profound 
questions about the care afforded 
juveniles in police stations and about 
foe adequacy of current guidelines 
within the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Act Codes of Practice and 
of their implementation. It is 
Inquest's experience in over 16 years 
of monitoring deaths in police 
custody and working with bereaved 
families that guidelines are 
frequently insufficiently adhered to 
and even where they are, do not 
provide a proper framework in 
which the police should exercise the 
duty of care they owe to those in 
their custody. 

We have no confidence in a 
mechanism of investigation which 
allows foe Geveland police to 
investigate a death in Geveland 
police custody. These 
investigations are secret and open 
to accusations of bias. The content 
is never made public or available to 
foe bereaved family and yet it 
forms foe basis on which foe Police 
Complaints Authority decide 
whether disciplinary charges are to 
be brought and whether procedural 
changes should be recommended 
and it strongly influences the shape 
of the inquest. The inquest is the 
only public forum for examining 
such deaths with its many 
procedural problems- notably the 
lack of legal aid for representation 
for foe bereaved, foe lack of prior 
disclosure of any documentation 
and its narrow remit. 

A new government must act to 
ensure that bereaved families are 
given access to all foe information 
about foeir loved one's death 
before foe inquest and institute a 
public inquiry into the whole 
investigative and legal process 
which follows deaths in custody to 
ensure that families can discover 
foe truth about how their loved one 
died and foe police are fully 
accountable to foe public they 
supposedly serve. 

DEBORAH COLES 
HELEN SHAW 
Co-Directors 
Inquest 
London N4 


Brutal legacy 

Sir In his article about foe failure 
of politicians to do anything over 
foe years for architecture (28 
March ), Jonathan Giancey omits a 
period when architecture was at foe 


was foe Fifties and Sixties, when 
architects persuaded foe Labour 
government to rebuild bombed 
Britain in foe image of Le 
Corbusier's cities m the air. Social 
housing, new towns, universities 
and schools all got foe very political 
modernist treatment This was to 
be a brave socialist new world. 

But foe architects blew foe 
opportunity handed them tty 
Labour. Although some of the 
buildings of that time were 
outstanding: foe Garence Road 
Estate in Rioebampton, foe Festival 
Hall, and the Cambridge 
University Centre, foelesser 
architects imposed on Britain a 
brutal legacy of ill-thought-out 
stained concrete blocks which soon 
fell down or had to be blown up. 

Not surprisingly, foe politicians 
have not trusted architects since. 
RICHARD SARSON 
London SW2 
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FRIDAY 4 APREL-I997r THE mPEPENPENT 


S ex, food, and money. 
Sex and diets. Sex on 
the Internet. Creed, 
car-sex, Baywatch 
(HI get bade "to Bay- 
watch), are you with me? (A 
newspaper editor once told me 
you can say anything so long as 
you put the word sex, that's 
S-E-X, in every sentence). Can 
I get on with some thoughts 
about the DUMBING DOWN 
of just about everything now? 
We are talking the world made 
idiot -proof, the language 
moronic, the common folk 
spoon-fed intellectual baby 
food that's been pre-chewed to 
make it go down easy, people 
dependent on a million chan- 
nels of sound-bite, conned into 
the passive acceptance of 
shrink-wrapped verities or, 
worse still, proud to be thick. 
According to the pundits, we 
are talking a planet apparently 
now almost entirely occupied 
by a new breed of Epsilon 
Semi-morons, but then who 
reads Brave New World, any 
more? I mean who reads 
books?! 

Life for dummies is what we 
are talking here. The Informa- 
tion Age without information, 
only raw data, gobbets of news 
without any context, sound- 
bites which are now down to, is 
it 14 seconds, or is it eight? All 
those satellites. All those chan- 
nels. Not to mention 106,000 
books published every year in 
Britain, all apparently unread, 
if you heed the daily commen- 
taries of wise persons. 

Every day I read commen- 
taries about the evils of the new 
information delivery systems, 
how they contribute to the 
dumbing down of society, 
about the airwaves and news- 
papers stuffed with stuff, but 
where nothing means more 
than the thing itself and all 
things are, therefore, equal: 
Michael Jackson's baby, 
oestrogen replacement ther- 
apy, Labour Party economic 
policy, Zaire’s rebel soldiers. 
Selma Hayak’s Oscar dress. 
Bill Clinton’s hanky-panky, 
mortgage rates, topless darts. 
This is a situation where exactly 
the same value is accorded to 
Jeremy Paxman and the News 
Bunny. 

Anyone who’s got cable in 
the UK knows that, just like the 
States. 72 channels of TV 
means 72 channels of mostly 
crap. You spell that C-R-A-P 
and it's synonymous with D-U- 
M-B. Nor does the coming of 
Channel 5 hold out any partic- 
ular promise of vigorous 
debate or brilliant entertain- 
ment. The rest of TV is in a 
pretty parlous state, too: cos- 
tume dramas look tackier every 



oily correct or whether opera's 
in decline. It’s about a territory 
where people, and they come 
in all colours and all classes, are 
ag gressi vely stupid, sometimes 
vkuent, mostly angry, -always 
illiberal. These are people who 
goin for a lot of childlike pos- 
turing, who figure anyone 
who's smart is arrogant and 
stuck-up, a geek, a nerd.- They 
are convinced that it’s cool to 
be dumb because it’s not wbat 
you know that matters but what 
you feeL And they are suckers. 

They are suckers for any- 
thing or anyone that panders to 
them, and, with a0 those chan- 
nels, there is plenty of media to 
do it LheSe days. This is the 
dumbing down that’s scary, 
and it's scariest because a very 
few people own an awful lot of 
the territory now. They are 
not dumb, either, the moguls 
who own the airwaves. They 
are very very smart 


T hafs the scary stuff. In 
the real land of die dumb, 
feeling is more impor- 
tant than fact analysis, thought 
or intelligence. Feeling is what 
matters because if you get them 
by their emotions, theyYe yours 
for life. • 

It’s the stuff of totalitarian- 
ism, of course; The most suc- 
cessful totalitarian societies 
depended heavily on the emo- 
tional power of carefully 

Dumb, dumber, dumbest: More and more flms, such as the Oscar-winning Torrest Gump’ and ‘Dwnb and Dumber' (above) are makirg kfiocy and ignorance fashionable skewed news, all of it fed into 

' and fed by a particular agenda. 
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in California was a soggy, evil, 
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inherit the Earth uss 

' major information-delivery sys- 

’■ • ■ 1 ,. .:■••••: *•“' • - ■>" V- ’• terns were programmed by the 

It’s everywhere you look. ‘Baywatch’, soundbites, tihe crumbling of art aiid .cultUrei the dis^>pea«mce. 
of general knowledge - Dumbing Down is upon us. Or is this just the grumble of ageing Luddites *^;;, WK,ld <“*■ 

who can’t cope? Reggie Nadelson looks at the phenomenon that could even win over the mullahs that brought down the Berlin 

' Vfall, if you recall, the tantalis- 

year. the scripts are sillier, the on Down”. With dozens of when forced to watch the net- end of family values, the rise of sometimes want to break up famous writer. So impressed ing glimpse of big cars and big 

classics dumbed down to suit channels you get narrow-cast- work news or read a newspa- crime,' the takeover by the machines out of sheer igno- was the writer with the said blondes that spurred' many 

the attention span of a video ing and with narrow-casting per. The problem's not just machines of the human spirit, ranee. The computer won’t young man that he asked, “So East Germans to action. Much 

generation of channel-surfers, you get narrow minds, at least cable television, of course; any- the catering to the politically start. My head hurts. Gimme a what are you reading these the same thing is happening 

(Did anyone catch Jane Eyre according to Walter Cronkite, one who watches News at Ten correct in aid of the know- book! days?” The young man was now from China to Iran, thanks 

for Dummies the other week?) America s venerable newsman, or reads the tabloids can tell no things and care les$.It is the What I really think is that somewhat taken aback. He to satellites. In Iran, for 

Thrillers are less thrilling, doc- You can head straight for the you that end of the world as we know it, “Dumbing Down" is, in fact, replied, “Oh, I don’t read." instance, Baywatch is very very 

umentaries personality-driven, golf channel or the celebrity the end of European culture, of this year's Political Correct- Shocked? Well it turned out big. There, many young people 

everything easier, simpler, station now without ever ^T*ou can read the dumbing that universal store of facts ness. It’s the buzz phrase, the the young guy did other stuff - willingly risk the wrath of the 

Youth TV. Narrow-casting. You encountering so much as a y down of just everything once known as General Khowi- catchall assertion, used by music, movies, videos, com- mullah for a look at Pamela 

can almost hear the universal headline about Zaire or Alba- JL in pretty much every- edge, a shared file you could backs in search of a subject or puters. The revenge of the Anderson. I mean wbat 

television barker cry, “Dumb nia as you just might have done thin g, it seems. In the death of assume most reasonably well dinner party guests I oolong for kids, it also turns out, is that upstanding kid would risk his 

books. The death of television, educated people could access, high-minded banter. Maybe in they are connected to the new soul for a glimpse of 

The takeover £y television. Paul I mean, without it, how would the end it’s just a piece of technology in their viscera, ' Panorama! 

Johnson's view of television as Mastermind have existed, or rhetorical journo-prop, a way plugged into the Web, the Net, Pamela Anderson, may the 

the Satanic medium - it was University Challenge endure? to fend off our feeling that a lit- in a way we’ll never be. (They force be with you. It is you, 

■ _ m Johnson, wasn’t it? The cor- Last week alone I met several Lie piece of familiar territory - caoprogram the VCR!) Pam, and the whole Baywatch 

^^1 ^^B^BB^B BB^^I ruption of the language, bad educated people in London books, classical music, moral- They don’t even have to team, who will rescue the world 

f" BBI^f | IB III III grammar, the illiterate young, who did not know that Arthur ity - has been colonised by a stick it in our faces; they just get from the religious ideologues, 

wll nrlvll II IBI l%4 the stupido old. pop culture, C Clarke' invented tbegeo-sta- nerw generation and we don’t ‘ on with reinventing the world, it is you who will make dumb 

I *m0 pop culture applied to high art, ticraary satellite and one who really get it. • They are not dumb. Just dif- good. It is Baywatch that will 

nigh an made easy whether it’s insisted that Sinologists study No one reads. Books are ferenL There is a Dumb World, probably make it finally OK for 
wB m y| FT W lUtrU classical musicians in cowboy respiratory problems. As Miss dead. (It used to be God, but all right, but there always has us to tread water in a delicious 

M ■# _ l£l Bill I suits or CDs of Beethoven- Adelaide says (in Guys & it’s books now.) Someone been and no nostalgia raer- sea of dumb. Because it is Bay- 

w Ja — ■ ■ v for-Brides. I don't even want to Dolls), “a person could develop recounted the following story chant’s going to convince me watch, delivered by the new 

^ think about education. a cold". to me recently. A bright young otherwise. technology, that will probably 

By God, we’re talking moral What I really think is we're guy, a guy with, a BA from It's not about computers vs cause the ayatollahs to take off 

Worldwide studies show that even with a good decay here, we’re talking the all beginning to sound like a lot Oxford or Cambridge or maybe books, though, or the destruc- their robes and come on in and 

, breakdown of civil society, the of crusty old Luddites who it was Harvard, interviewed a don of the novel by the politi- dumbdownwiththerestofus. 
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of general knowledge - Dumbing Down is upon us. Or is this just the grumble of ageing Luddites 
who can’t cope? Reggie Nadelson looks at the phenomenon that could even win over the mullahs 


year, the scripts are sillier, the 
classics dumbed down to suit 
the attention span of a video 
generation of channel-surfers. 
(Did anyone catch Jane Eyre 
for Dummies the other week?) 
Thrillers are less thrilling, doc- 
umentaries personality-driven, 
everything easier, simpler. 
Youth TV. Narrow-casting. You 
can almost hear the universal 
television barker cry, “Dumb 


on Down”. With dozens of 
channels you get narrow-cast- 
ing and with narrow-casting 
you get narrow minds, at least 
according to Walter Cronkite, 
America s venerable newsman. 
You can head straight for the 
golf channel or the celebrity 
station now without ever 
encountering so much as a 
headline about Zaire or Alba- 
nia as you just might have done 


If you are planning 
a baby, start here 


Worldwide studies show that even with a good 
diet, extra specific nutrients may be very 
important - during and even before pregnancy 
FOUC ACID is vital to the development of 
your unborn baby But it is not the only nutrient 
which is essential during pregnancy 
Pregnacare contains the recommended level 
of400mcgfofic ^ 


when forced to watch the net- 
work news or read a newspa- 
per. The problem's not just 
cable television, of course; any- 
one who watches News at Ten 
or reads the tabloids can tell 
you that. 

Y ou can read the dumbing 
down of just everything 
in pretty much every- 
thing. it seems. In the death of 
boob. The death of television. 
The takeover by television. Paul 
Johnson's view of television as 
the Satanic medium - it was 
Johnson, wasn’t it? The cor- 
ruption of the language, bad 
grammar, the illiterate young, 
the stupido old. pop culture, 
pop culture applied to high art, 
nigh ait made easy whether it’s 
classical musicians in cowboy 
suits or CDs of Beelhoven- 
for-Brides. I don't even want to 
think about education. 

By God, we’re talking moral 
decay here, we’re talking the 
breakdown of civil society, the 


end of family values, the rise of 
crime, ' fbe takeover by 
machines of the human spirit, 
the catering to the politically 
correct in aid of the know- 
nothings and care less. It is the 
end of the world as we know it, 
the end of European culture, of 
that universal store' of facts 
once known as General Knowl- 
edge, a shared file you could 
assume most reasonably well 
educated people could access. 
I mean, without it. how would 
Mastermind have existed, or 
University Challenge endure? 
Last week alone I met several 
educated people in London 
who did not know that Arthur 
C Clarke' invented the geo-sta- 
tionary satellite and one who 
insisted that Sinologists study 
respiratory problems. As Miss 
Adelaide says (in Guys & 
Dolls), “a person could develop 
a cold". 

What I really think is we’re 
all beginning to sound like a lot 
of crusty old Luddites who 


sometimes want to break up 
the machines out of sheer igno- 
rance. The computer won’t 
start. My head hurts. Gimme a 
book! 

Wbat I really think is that 
“Dumbing Down" is, in fact, 
this year's Political Correct- 
ness. It’s the buzz phrase, the 
catchall assertion, used by 
backs in search of a subject or 

higb-mim^^bmrterJMajri^s in 
the end it’s just a piece of 
rhetorical journo-prop, a way 
to fend off our feeling that a lit- 
tle piece of familiar territory - 
books, classical music, moral- 
ity - has been colonised by a 
nerw generation and we don’t 
really get it. • 

No one reads. Books are 
dead. (It used to be God, but 
it’s books now.) Someone 
recounted the following story 
to me recently. A bright young 
guy, a guy with, a BA from 
Oxford or Cambridge or maybe 
it was Harvard, interviewed a 


famous writer. So impressed 
was the writer with the said 
young man that he asked, “So 
what are you reading these 
days?" The young man was 
somewhat taken aback. He 
replied, “Oh, I don’t read." 

Shocked? Well it turned out 
the young guy did other stuff - 
music, movies, videos, com- 
puters. The revenge of the 
kids, it also turns out, is that 
they are connected to the new 
technology in their viscera, 
plugged into the Web, the Net, 
in a way we’ll never be. (They 
caoprogram the VCR!) 

They don’t even have to 
stick it in our faces; they just get 
on with reinventing the world. 
They are not dumb. Just dif- 
ferent There is a Dumb World, 
all right, but there always has 
been and no nostalgia mer- 
chant’s going to convince me 
otherwise. 

It's not about computers vs 
books/though, or the destruc- 
tion of the novel by the politi- 
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Linguistic dysfunction - before and after 

A s the ejection Greek, so “polytechnic" 

campaign grinds on means a place offering many 
into its fifth lone year, skills. 


A s the ejection 

campaign grinds on 
into its fifth long year, 
let us turn aside today and 
consider something 
altogether higher, that is, the 
grand workings of the 
English language. Yes, it’s 
time to welcome back 
Professor Wordsmilh to 
answer all your linguistic 
inquiries, and this week he is 
taking questions on the 
mysterious world of prefixes 
and suffixes. All yours, prof! 
How do you mean, prefixes 
and suffixes? 

Professor Wordsmilh writes: 
Blimey, don’t they teach you 
anything in school these 
days? 

No, not much, apart from 
unarmed combat. 

Professor Wordsmilh writes: 
Oh. Well, a prefix is 
something that goes on the 
front of a word and a suffix 
goes on the back. 

Like a red nose goes on the 
front of a car and a sign 
saying 'Windsurfers do it 
standing up" an the back? 
Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Something like that, lake a 
word like “polytechnic". The- 
main part of the word is 
“technic”, which is a Greek 
word meaning “art" or 
“skill". The “poJY” bit is a 
suffix meaning “many" in 


Greek, so “polytechnic" 
means a place offering many 
skills. 

But all polytechnics hme 
become universities no w. 
haven't they? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Yes. 

Well, uni - means “ one " not 
“ many " like poly-. So should 
universities be called 

multiversities? 

Professor Wordsmith writes; 
No. 

Why not? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
It would take too long to 
explain. 

/ have got all the time in the 
world. 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Well, I haven’t. Nett 


S |uestion, please! 
n the word “ meet 


fn the word “megabyte* is. 
“mega-" the prefix or “-byte" 
the suffix? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Well, mega- is the prefix, but 
actually they’ve got it wrong. 
It is meant to mean “many 
bytes", but “mega" isn’t 
Greek for “many" - it’s 
Greek for big. So it should 
be “potybyte". “Megabyte” 
just means “big byte". • 
Technocrats often get things 
like this wrong. When they 
railed non-stereophoruc 
records “monaural", they 
got it wrong- “Monaural" 


Miles 

Kington 

means, “having just one •; • 
fc&r". Wbat they should have 
said was"monopbomc*. 

I have noticed that “ dys has 
become a very popular prefix, 
as in “dystopian. and 
“dysfunctional*. Js there a 
word “dysphonic” and could I 
use it?- 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Yes, there is, but it doesn’t, 
refer to.a nasty noise, as you 
probably hope. It refers to a 
speech defect, from 
• “dysphonia". The word you 
want is “racophonous”, 


loc-new words, one nice one 
waiting to be picked up and 
made trendy is “dysphoria”. 


which is the opposite of 
“euphoria". . 

"Dysphonia" and “ dysphoria ” 
sound more like the names of 
flowers to me. 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Well spotted! .The 
commonest way of forming a 
flower name is in feet to add 
-ia to a name, as in buddleia - 
or dahlia, or poinciana, or 
poinsettia. 

' Do poinciana and poinsettia 
come from the same man? 
Professor Wordsmith writes: 
No. One comes from a 
Frenchman called de Poinci 
and the other from an 
American called JB Poinsett. 
So, could a ‘sinfbnietta" be a 
flower' named after a 'man 
coded MfSinfoniett? . 
Professor Wordsmith writes: 
No. If it were a flower, it 
would have to be a • • • 
“sinfonlettia”. 

Then why isn’t it called a ■ 

* ‘poincuwla " in that case? 
Professor Wordsmith writes: 
You got me there, squire. 
Touche. Next, please! 

Are there any prefixes or . 
suffixes one should avoid 
using? . . , 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 

I should steer clear of-words 
ending in -ette and 
-aidifl were you. -Ette was 
ahv3ysavery useful 
diminutive suffix used to - 


form “cigarette” from 
“cigar" and “courgette" 
from “courge", but it has 
now been ruined by BBC 
people and by Ray Charles. 
Come again? 

Professor Wordsmilh writes: 
f think it was Ray Charles 
who first used the suffix to 
signify a backing group, as 
in “Ray Charles and the 
Raelettes”. And it was all 
those camp producers at the 
BBC who started talking 
about "featurettes" and 
“notettes" and 
“Diemoeites”. Nowadays you 
even get floppy discs called 
Diskettes. 

Hmm. What about -iad? 
Professor Wordsmilh writes: 
Oh, this is something that 
has suddenly appeared in 
1997 with Schubert's 
bicentenary, and the word 
Schubertiad. 

What s wrong with that? 
Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Nothing, except that 
nowadays, when we put 
“-aid" on the end of 
everything to mean a charily 
concert, like Bandaid or 
Worldafd, everyone thinks 
the word is Schubertaid, and 
■that it’s some sort of gig in 
aid of poor bachelors dying ' 
of syphilis in Vienna. 
Thanks, Prof, and keep" > 
those questions rolling fn! 
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the commentators 



How can 
Tories deal with 



B jjkb Conservatism has 
kced a dilemma about 
R1 ■ deal with Tbny 

StSSffiSE 
SSSMSfi’ 

unchangeable pam? t™ 

£***. and a neTSause r? 

Ok!’’ ^ p ^gumem changed- 
has been 
^f* 01 ™ed but it's stfll danger- 
ons * tbxs a new danger or 
mi old danger? The tbtoreti- 
oans pondered long and hard 
and decided that the danger 
too, was new. c 

But the underlying dile mm a 
was never quite resolved. Lord 
Saatchi and Sir Tim BeD, since 
iy/9 the two gurus of Tbiy 
campaigning, have never come 
to blows. But they have 
dmgreed pretty consistently 
about how to turn on Tony 
Biair. Sir Tim never wanted the 
demon eyes "New Danger*' 
campaign at all, preferring 
instead - another idea, to be 

fair, developed by Lord Saatchi 

- a s m il ing Labour leader with 
the punning slogan “What lies 
behind the smile?". Then Sir 
Tim* who despite his 
Tbatcherite views, had grave 
doubts about the salience of 
Europe as an election issue, 
was unable to stop Lord 
Saatchi from persuading Brian 
Mawhinney to run the New 
Labour Euro Danger ads, with 
their now famous lion. There was even dis- 
agreement about the slogan for Wednesday's 
manifesto launch — with one ftaarrh? proposal 
“True to Britain" only being rejected at the 
eleventh hour in favour of “You Only Be 

Sure with the Conservatives” - internally 
agreed to be the only acceptable phrasing for 
“Better the Devil You Know”. 

Ad wars are a sure symbol of anxiety at the 
top. But otherwise they don’t tell you very 
much except insofar as they symbolise a larger, 
deeper difficulty. And that has always been, 
how to turn the argument against Blair. It’s a 
difficulty which, if anything, is even greater 
after two days of sleaze-free politics. The 
reason is precisely the modesty and 
attainability of the specific pledges the Labour 
leader reaffirmed yesterday. In a stunning 
performance, perhaps his most staining -yet; 
Blair held out the prospect of radical change . 
while almost revelling in the word limited" for 
what he promises for the first term. 

In one way the Labour manifesto is more 
momentous than it looks. It is now part of Hay 
folklore that at one of his frequent meetings 
with Lord Rothermere, Tbny Blair said that 
New Labour was to the post- 1945 welfare state 

as De Gaulle was to Algeria. The meaning of 
this statement - which his closest colleagues 
do not rush to deny he made - was that only 
Labour government could extract the 
mayer from the welfare state’s most wasteful 

d unnecessary commitments because only a 

Labour government could be trusted pot to 
destroy it in the process. In describing bow they 
will reduce the welfare bill. Labour politicians 
refer to the use of the windfall tax to bring 
at least 250,000 under-25s back onto the 
labour market and off dependency. And that 
would be a change as significant as it is, 
initially, incremental; the seeds of hope for 
all those neighbourhoods without it, where 
the young are second-generation unem- 
ployed and the most vivid role model is the 
crack dealer with the mobile phone on the 
corner of the street. 



Donald 

Mcucmbyre 

Blair 
yesterday 
was as 
liberated 
from his 
party’s past 
as his 
opponent is 
hemmed in 
by his 


But that may not be alk for 
Labour’s commitment to 
reducing the welfare b£Q - and 
rathe process generating more, 
frmds for education and health 
- wiO surely, in time, go further. 
Labour may be able to reduce 
universal benefits such as old- 
age pensions and child benefit 
for those rich enough not . to 
need them. Its willingness to 
replace universal child benefit 
for 16- to 18-year olds suggests 
as much. It may produce its 
own scheme for privatising 
much of the social insurance 
system, as Frank Field, the 
parly’s most creative social 
security thinker, wants it to. 
Peter LiDe/s ambitious plan to 
do so may make it easier for 
Labour to enact something, if 
not similar , at least as ambi- 
tions. Pressed on the details of 
the welfare reform agenda, 
Blair is breaihtakingly unfazed: 


“We make a virtue of the fact 
that we cannot prescribe a blue- 
print for this in opposition.” 
This is espetiaUy galling to 


the Tory right; it means that it 
may be left to Blair to slaugh- 
ter one of the dragons still 
breathing after 18 years of 
Thatcher-Major. It means that 
Labour have a half-hidden 
agenda - though in no more 
sinister sense than Margaret 

T lnitrh w hart rnv». rw thi* nrrifms 

and state ownership in 1979. 
But it is not one that it is easy 
for John Major to attack. ItwiD 
scarcely impress core Tbxy 
supporters to warn them that Labour may 
prove as bold, or even bolder, about the 
unfinished business of his own government 
than he intends to be. Much less that the 
savings will go not to an ideological programme 
of state shrinking (which doesn’t much interest 
the voters who 1 defected after 1992) but on 
better education and health, the two public 
services which profoundly do matter to them. 
Blair stakes a convincing claim to have found 
a of fuffiffinggenuiiidy Labour goals with- 

out increasing, overall, the see of the state. 

That doesn’t mean that the Tbries have 
nothing to go on. They will argue vigorously 
that those aspects of the European Social 
Chapter decided by qualified majority voting 
threaten the kind of labour market regulation 
Blair says he doesn’t want More tellingly, per- 
vhaps, W Htiam Waldegrave^tiie Oiief Secretary,' 
will press for more convincing answers from 
BlakandGordcmBrownastohow-smcethey 
are retying on the government’s own spending 
projections - they will make up the “hole” of 
several billion pounds left u you subtract 

ExHm^itu^botals.' (It’s just as weUfor^Lj^^^ 
in this context, that the Tbries are committed 
to a new £12bn family tax allowance which it 
also expects, vaguely land uncharacteristically, 
to fund from growth. And just as well for the 
Tbries that Kenneth Clarke resisted some of 
the more far-reaching and expensive sodal- 
engmeering aspirations of Norman Blackwell, 
head of the Downing Street Policy Unit.) 

The Tbries, bad as the auspices are, have 
started to fight in earnest But they are dealing 
with what one of the brightest of. the coming 
1997 Tbiy intake yesterday described in a 
chance conversation as “perhaps the best 
British politician for several decades. And 
getting better'. Blair yesterday was a leader as 
liberated from his party’s past as his opponent 
us. The 


is hemmed in by Ins. There i 
which he will still have to defend his party. But 
yesterday you could see, finally, what the Tbries 
are up agains t. 



a new Camelot 



here is Camelot. 

arrayed before our 

There Labour’s 
_ Arthur gmntfe, 
holding aloft his 
manifesto as though it ware the 
Holy Grail fecit The odour of 
sanctity hovers In the air as the 
parfait knight speaks of his 
divine mission — no, nothing as 
corporeal as wimuqg an diction 
- but salvation, for our divided 
seedy society, pitahiang to take 
us to the new millennium, 
decent, truthful, honest and 
pure in heart. "Bast me, trust me, 
he says over and over ^ grin, 
offering us "My band of trust 
with die people of ■Britain’ 1 . 

Even the heathen hounds of 
the press came away from yes- 
terday’s manifesto launch 
straightening their ties and 
shuffling their shoes as if they’d 
just been to an unaccustomed 
church service where the vicar 
seemed to stare uncomfortably 
into each of their black souls. 
Their questions were surpris- 
ingly subdued, awed by the, 
well, awesomeness of the bright 
spectacle of the knights upon 
their dais. 

Let us, just for this brief 
moment, luxuriate in the plea- 
sure of their glory. They smile 
radiantly and shimmer in the 
clever lights, God’s chosen 
champions. In the front row 
there are indeed fresh eroest 
honest faces - George Robert- 
son, Mb Mowlam, Donald 
Dewar, David Bltmtett, Harriet 
Harman, Chris Smith, Jack 
Straw - all with the sheen of 
hope upon them. (Chivalric 
courtesy draws a veil over Jack 
nrninmgham and one or two 
others untouched by the puri- 
fying magic of the Grafi). AH 
things are relative -what makes 
them look so good is partly the 
faetthat they are not the other 
lot, those bloodied, fractious, 
envious and cynical myrmidons 
aawling off the field of battle 
in such inglorious disarray. 

The language of Blah: ami his 
manifesto is studded with Chris- 
tian morality, sometimes Chris- 
tian sooalist, sometimes Chris- 
tian democrat. -“We make a 
virtue of the fact that our man- 
ifesto does not promise the 
earth. {But does it hint at 
promises of heaven,?] We are 
the broad-based movement for 
progress and justice our 
founders always dreamed of.” 
Then came not ten command- 
ments but ten commitments, 
the ones brought down from 
the mountains of Islington in ■ 
the leader’s own sanctified fair 
hand: “They are our covenant 
with you.” 

Personally, I likeabitof lofty 
language in a leader. Maybe, as 
some muttered, it's all empty 
nothings, windy, airy pieties-As 
they used to say in the BBC, 
Only Time Mil TbH But in 
John Major, as I wrote yester- 
day, the lack of language was 
the clearest symptom of his 
Jack of vision, fibre or direction. 
Good language does not guar- 
antee good leadership, but it is 
probably a prerequisite. 


by Polly Toynbee 



The odour of sanctity hovers in the air as 
Tbny Blair, the parfait knight, speaks of his 
divine mission to save our divided society 


What of the content? He 
promised nothing new and, 
true to his word, his covenant 
gave us nothing new. But there 
were all tire promises laid down 
over the last couple of years 
that marie the cornerstones for 
any liberal doubters - die min- 
imum wage, an end to youth 
unemployment, devolution and 
a referendum on PR. But side 
by side sits that Christian demo- 
crat flavour that some liberals 
may like rather less: “We wfll 
build strong families” sounds 
more like a threat than a 
promise. Yet embedded in this 
manifesto I find enough talk of 
soda! justice to persuade me 
that he means it. Maybe once, 
though, long ago in the first 
flush of victory, John Major 


really meant to give us a “class- 
less” society. 

The serious problem is 
enshrined in the manifesto’s 
second commandment, that 
most holy vow of all -no extra 
income tax for anyone and a cut 
in VAT on fuel There follows a 
Jesuitical argument “The myth 
that the solution to every prob- 
lem is increased spending has 
been comprehensively dispelled 
under the Conservatives. Spend- 
ing has risen. But more spend- 
ing has brought neither greater 
fairness nor less poverty.” A 
good debating point maybe, but 
a gaping non-sequitur that does 
not fill the gaping hole in 
Labour’s spending plans. 

Here, for example, is an echo 
of the Tories’ equally unfi- 


nanced commitment: “We wfll 
raise spending on the NHS in 
real terms every year and put 
the money towards patient 
care.” But how? The Tory 
spending plans that Gordon 
Brown has signed up to mean 
a real cut over the next few 
years according to the Institute 
of Fiscal Studies, a £5bn hole 
the like of which the NHS has 
never ever experienced. So 


where is the money to come 
from? And education likewise 
faces cuts, right now* On the 
mendacious promises front, the 
Torv manifesto is certainly even 
more profligate but neither 
party can possibly govern on 
the figures they both profess to 
have vowed to keep within. 

So as we gaze upon those 
shining faces, we already know 
that when they step inside their 
ministries they may be noble 
knights but if they have no 
armour and do sword, how can 
they do battle for truth, beauty 
and justice? Here we gaze into 
the eyes of the leader. “Trust 
me,” he soys and at this point wc 
have no choice but to believe in 
the miracle of the loaves and the 
fishes. Of course wc do not 
know how the loaves and fishes 
trick was done. Maybe suppli- 
ers had been secretly contracted 
in advance, plans laid, bread 
baked and fishes caught Or 
maybe it really was a miracle. 
Or maybe wc shall oil go hun- 
gry. Only Tune Will Toll. 

What else might we meditate 
upon in Camelot? We know 
from the history of all politics 
and indeed from the sad story of 
the round table itself that inter- 
nal strife, factions, jealousies 
and bitter hatreds break out in 
time. Beneath this goodly unity 
there seethes a fair amount of 
nascent rivalry already. Writ 
until the great offices of state are 
handed out. It is hard to recaU 
any cabinet of any party where 
there has been genuine dose 
fondness and friendship 
between the Chancellor, the 
Home Secretary, the foreign or 
defence secretaiy or the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Bade. 
Even if as new MPs they were 
friends, when they reach those 
offices they hunt alone, driven 
further apart by the visceral 
separatism of Whitehall depart- 
mental baronies. They may look 
gpod up there today, Prescott, 
Brown, Beckett and Cook, 
flanking their leader so loyally, 
but politics is not the commu- 
nion of saints. 

In the court of King Blair, 
there are well-established 
loathings between the rival 
armies of some of his barons. 
And some of his own hench- 
men strut a little too much in 
his name. Will Blair, like 
Henry V on ascending the 
throne, have the wisdom to 
abandon one or two of his 
more presumptuous courtiers? 
We shall see. 

AU politics is high drama and 
for we spectators, a new cast of 
characters is long overdue. 
Tbday, there is charm in their 
ebullience: their optimism is 
infectious. Sometimes it is a 
relief not have a crystal ball. 


Too many ’ologists make you boring 


-r"ever mind the manifestos, bring 
Jx.1 on anyone with half an “ology” 
X^l to tell us what to think. Who 
cares what the damn things say when 
vou can get a graphologist or two to 
analyse the handwriting? What do« 
Mr Blair’s hand reveal about Britain s 
would-be prime minister”? . 

He would do well in the banking 
profession, he has above average moo- 
vational drive, he does not need team 
approval he has astreakofruthJe^- 

neST says one Diane Simpson. Tb 

Andrea Lyttleion, a member of the 

British Academy of Graphoiogy, fas 

u*rter sueeests “that it was written at 
liner suggraw 




^tVblowyouav^the^ 
has underlined - such as education 
being his party’s number one priority 
- Sthe Sts be wants tostress aspar- 

d ^^T 4 W rU S be 

without such expert advice?Perba^ 
we should not be allowed u> vote m all 
unless we can prove that we have con- 
sulted the various experts, unless we 
have studied a thousand opinionjwfls 
“ orderio find out what our opmion 
inexactly, unless we have sat through 
tours of experts expertly bickenng on 

‘^al&areoMouslj-boomto 

^ .tde/H-mnans. but 


S&s K 2 KS 

hcHeveor feel 

teMV wc have a fanaDcal 


Suzaimze 

Moore 

Experts are 
everywhere, 
revealing 
the already 
obvious, 
fitting us 
into little 
boxes. But 
they miss 
what realty 
makes us 
tick 


reverence for the quasi-science of 
statistics. Experts provide evidence, 
even if that evidence amounts to lit- 
tle more than 60 people an da dog fill- 
ing out a questionnaire in Bradford. 

BasflJFawity used to yeU at Sybil 
that, if she ever went on Mastermind, 
her specialist subject would be “the 
bleedin' obvious” yet the bleedin’ 
obvious is now big business. Gurus, 
management consultants, human 
resource agencies, psychologists, 
image makers, PR people now oper- 
ate as a whole substratum of public 
life. They impart information which 
we are supposed to take as seriously 
as they take themselves. 

. The British Psychological Society, 
which meets this week in Edinburgh, 
regularly offers up insights which 
make you seriously wonder about the 
psychological health of its members. 


Oh, and just in case you wondered 
whether there are better ways of con- 
trolling children than smacking them: 
children benefit from rules that are 
“consistent, understandable and pre- 
dictable”. 

If this wasn't enough we have been 
further entranced this week by 
research' that suggests that mice given 
more space, more toys, more food 
develop better than mice kept in 


thing fei 
What 


mgs are: “Adolescent girls on diets get 
increasingly miserable as the weeks 
pass: This is especially true if they see 
their weight Joss goal as hard to 
reach”. This is the shinning result of 
research by the University of New 
South Mies in Australia. 

Our own Biricbeck College tells us: 


lesrents are suffering more stress than 

their white counterparts. They also 
rtwnir there is more conflict in their 
families than their counterparts in 
India experience.” Their increased 
stress levels come from possible cul- 
tural conflict- Can you believe it? 

People whose teenage obsessions 
with fib" or pop stars continue well, 
into adult fife may be at: risk psycho- 
logically. We know this because some 


iovestigaied the effects of teen idols 
on 163 men and women. 


to do better than deprived ones. 

What is all this information for? 
Does anyone actually act on it? Vfe are 
told not to smoke, eat badfy or exceed 
our alcohol units but we take little 
notice. The bombardment of expert 
advice contributes to an increasingly 
regulatory culture in which those in 
power impart information to individ- 
uals who then ignore it 

This abdication of responsibility 
has a euphemism - “increased con- 
sumer choice”. Having just returned 
from the holy land of consumerism, 
America, I was struck, as always, by 
what is, despite the mythology, an 
essentially prohibitive culture. You 
cannot move for signs and symbols 
telling you not to do thin gs. You can’t 
exoss the road when you want to, have 
a drink in a bar till you are 21 or visit 
a urinal without encountering dozens 
of messages telling you to just say no 
to drugs- 

AD of tins is doubtless the work of 
experts vriio however expert appear to 
have almost zero insight into human 
motivation. The one subliminal mes- 
sage that is being conveyed by aB these 
signs is “Do as you are told”. Thank 
God then that we do not do as we are 
told and that we do not teD experts the 
truth. This is why opinion polls get 
things wrong, why psychologists can't 


see the wood for the trees and why, at 
a time of supposed excitement, every- 
; feels a bit flat 

it all these experts studiously 
ignore, deny the existence of, or maybe 
feel is far too vague to take into con- 
sideration, is the unconscious. Yes, we 
know we should not smack our chil- 
dren, eat too much, worship David 
Cassidy, loathe Tbny Blair, feel so 
bloody apathetic, but we are not 
entirely in control of ourselves. 

Experts live in a universe where 
control is possible, where knowledge 
can be handed down from on high and 
we are supposed to be gratefoLThey 
are the only people in the world who 
believe absolutely what other folks tell 
them. AU the mad kow-towing lo 
focus groups tells you little about 
what is really going on apart from the 
fact that if you sit a lot of people in a 
room together they will tend to agree 
with each other, that some kind of 
bland consensus win emerge. Is that 
the way to run a country? 

Opinion polls, focus groups, psy- 
chologists, graphologists, experts on 
voting patterns are all bearing down 
heavily upon us. Their understanding 
of how people work bears little rela- 
tion to my experience of how we 
make up our minds, change our minds, 
lose our minds or are perfectly able to 
think two opposing thing* at once. 
They would like our behaviour to be 
as predictable as their banal conclu- 
sions. I pray to God we are more excit- 
ing than the experts give us credit for. 
Otherwise we will be stuck forever 
with the bleedin' obvious. 

I guess it’s up to us. As the old joke 
about how many therapists it takes to 
change a light bulb reminds us, it only 
takes one. But the light bulb has gotta 
really, really want to change. 
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Leasing chief 


shares mystery 
rail windfall 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


John Prideaux, chairman of the 
Angd train leasing company and 
a former senior board director 
of British Rail, has shared in a 
mystery windfall ste mming fr om 
his part in the controversial rail 
privatisation process. 

The special payout was made 
just before Christmas to a pri- 
vate consultancy company, 
Prideaux and Associates - in 
which Mr Prideaux has a third 
share, by GRS Holdings, the 
company formed by the Japan- 
ese banking group Nomura as a 
vehicle to bid for Angel in 1995. 

Until now Mr Prideaux had 
been assumed to have come 
away relatively empty-handed 
from the rail sell-on in com- 
parison with directors of the two 


other rolling stock companies, 
Forterbrook and Eversholt. 


Porterbrook and Eversholt 
In February shareholders in 
Eversholt realised gains of 
£3S6m by selling the business to 
the HSBC banking empire. The 


Porterbrook sale to Stagecoach 
last year brought profits of 
£3 00m and netted £36m per- 
sonally for its managing direc- 
tor, Sandy Anderson. Angel 
was the only rolling stock com- 
pany not to be sold to a man- 
agement buyout team, although 
Nomura put in bids for aB three 
during the privatisation process. 

Nomura yesterday confirmed 
the windfall was to acknowledge 
advice from Prideaux and As- 
sociates given during a $22bn 
(£1.4bn) deal put together by 
GRS last October, in which it 
bought another leasing opera- 
tion in the US from the phone 
giant, AT&T 

Documents filed recently 
with Companies House give a 
clue to the unusual dividend 
distribution shared with Mr 
Prideaux in an arrangement 
which is understood to have 
been framed for tax reasons. 

The documents show that 
on 23 December Prideaux and 
Associates was allocated 375 
shares in GRS winch it then sold 


back to the company on the 
same day for the nominal sum 
of just £75. Another GRS 
shareholder, the California- 
based leasing advisory group 
Babcock & Brown, was allo- 
cated 2^00 shares which it also 
sold immediately, for £500. In 
addition, a Gibraltar-registered 
company called Graylands ap- 
peared on the register with 520 
shares, which were sold for £104. 

Although Nomura's use of 
GRS as a vehicle to make further 
acquisitions has been weD-pub- 
Bdsed, the existence and nature 
of these dividends remained a 
mystery. Last October GRS an- 
nounced it had bought AT&T's 
leasing arm, AT&T Capital, for 
-C77hn The compaity employs 
2J50G people involved in diverse 
leasing activities, including pro- 
viding telephone equipment to 
500,000 customers. 

Guy Hands, Nomura director 
and chairman of GRS, said die 
GRS share allocations listed 
with Companies House formed 
a “dividend distribution to 



Insurer 
plans to 
cut jobs 
by a 


COfford German 


United Assurance, the product 
of last year's merger between 
Refuge Assurance and United 
Friendly, will cut its staff by a 
third, at the cost of 2^00 jobs, 
and dose more than half its 
branches. 

The cuts go deeper than the 
estimates made last August 
when it was expected that a 
quarter of the staff would go. 






On the right trade John Prideaux, pictured in his BR days. Is now c hairma n of tho Angel towring company Photograph: Ftt 


shareholders'* following the 
success of the AT&T leasing 
company acquisition, which bad 
been labelled “deal of the year'* 
by Institutional Investor maga- 
zine. He explained: “We looked 
at last year and particularly in 
respect of the AT&T Capital 
deal and it justified making a 
special distribution.” 

Though Nomura confirmed 
the true scale of the payouts was 


not reflected in the figures Us- 
ed in the documents, Mr Hands 
decHned to elaborate on the real 
figures. “It's commercially con- 
fidential,” he said. 

Mr Hands also declined to 
give details of the Gibraltar 
company, Graylands, or why it 
was entitled to benefit from the 
windfaJL He continued: “Gray- 
lands is a private investment 
company, that’s all 1 can say.” 


Capital deal. 
It proved ii 


Nomura argued that ftideaux Prideaux and Associates share- 
arid Associates had given useful holder, Allen Thomas, denied 
consultancy advice during die any involvement in the AT&T 
AT&T deal “on the manage- Capital deal, 
merit side and in selecting pos- It proved impossible to con- 

able targets”. Yet Mr rands tact Mr Prideaux yesterday, al- 
admiued most of the input had though previous requests to 
come from David Banks, one of discuss the payouts with him 
Prideaux and Associates’ three have been dechned. 
shareholders. Mr Banks has re- Companies Mouse Research by 
cently been appointed to the Patrick Masters 
AT&T Capital board. The other Comment page 25 


natural wastage, but there 
would be widespread redun- 
dancies. the chief executive, 
George Mack, admitted yes- 
terday. The group is providing 
£27m to cover the cost of re- 


dundancies, which are expect- 
ed ro average around £15,000 a 
head. Closing branches, most- 
ly small local offices, will cost 
an additional £7m. 

Most of the cuts will be im- 
■pferaented before the end of the 
year, and the balance by the au- 
tumn of 1998, by which time the 
sales staff will be down to 4,200 


It proved impossible to con- 
tact Mr Prideaux y es t er d ay, al- 


Comment, page 25 


from a peak of 6,400 in De- 
cember 1995- Branch numbers 


Electronics 
giant looks at 
BSkyB stake 


Growth in service sector races ahead 


cember 1995- Branch numbers 
will be cut from 279 to just 1 16. 


The merged group will op- 
erate from the former Refuge 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Shares in BSkyB jumped yes- 
terday after a press conference 
in Tokyo in which Matsushita, 
the Japanese electronics giant 
that owns the Panasonic brand, 
appeared to suggest it was in- 
terested in taking a stake in the 
satellite broadcaster. 

The story was fuelled by the 
fact that Matsushita is under- 
stood to have already entered 
into a partnership with BSkyB, 
BT and Midland Bank to cre- 
ate a joint venture, the Inter- 
active Services Company, which 




Rupert Murdoch: His BSkyB 
shares have been volatile 



the companies would use to sub- 
sidise the UK launch of digital 
television. 

They are expected to spend 
up to £500m between them to 
cut tbe cast to subscribers of the 
set-top boxes that will be need- 
ed to unscramble signals and al- 
low users to access interactive 
services such as home shopping. 

Analysts admitted that 


BSkyB might need to raise fi- 
nance to fund its share of the 


nance to fund its share of the 
subsidy, which will cut the cost 
of bases from the frill retail price 
of about £400 to between £200 
and £300. But they played down 
speculation that tne company 
might want to issue shares to 
Matsushita to do so. 

BSkyB's shares, which have 
been highly volatile thanks to 


the small free float not held by 
Rupert Murdoch's News Cor- 
poration, Granada and other 
founder investors, started mov- 
ing after Matsushita told re- 
porters it was talking with many 
European broadcasters about 
taking possible stakes, includ- 
ing BSkyB. 

Yesterday BSkyB's shares 
dosed 7.5p higher at612p, hav- 
ing been 14.5p higher at one 
point 

Seinosuke Kuraku, who 
heads Matsushita's European 
division, said the company was 
seeking a broadcasting partner 
in each area of the European 
market and BSkyB was one can- 
didate. 

Matsushita is mainly inter- 
ested in getting its television 
hardware into people’s homes 
and sees an equity stake as the 
best way to get leverage in the 
competitive market. 

Japan recently decided to 
launch terrestrial digital broad- 
casting as early ®s 2000, and an- 
alysts estimated that Japan’s five 
terrestrial broadcasting stations, 
including their group firms, 
would spend about 1,000 billion 
yen (£5on) to replace their stu- 
dio-use equipment by 2000. 

Matsushita currently holds a 
15 per cent stake in DirectTV 
Japan, along with Mitsubishi 
Corporation, Mitsubishi Elec- 
tronic Corporation and US 
company Hughes Electronics. 
DirectTV will start beaming 100 
channels later this year when it 
launches digital satellite broad- 
casting in Japan. 

In Britain, there are plans to 
launch digital cable, digital 
satellite and terrestrial digital 
services by next year. BSkyB was 
planning to launch its satellite 
service at the end of this year, 
but the Kart of that service is 

thought to have been put back 
three months after a delay to the 
launch of the Astra satellite it 
will use. 

BSkyB is also involved in 
one of the two consortia bidding 
to run digital terrestrial TV Its 
partners in that venture are 
Carlton Co mmunic ations and 
Granada. 


The pace of growth in the ser- 
vice sector of the economy is 
picking up sharply, leading to 
skill shortages and upward pres- 
sure on pay. A new survey of 

pn riiasing manager s w orking in 

services companies showed 
strength across the board, from 
financial and business services 
to hotels and restaurants. 

Sales volomes on the high 
street also strengthened last 
month, according to a separate 
CBI survey of retailers. The 
biggest jumps were in footwear 
and clothing, possibly boosted 
by the early Easter holiday. 

The surveys for March follow 
news earlier this week of a 
record £1.2bn increase in con- 
sumer credit February. 

“It’s as we thought Manu- 
facturing is holding up well, and 
services are just ripping away ” 


said James Barty, an economist 
at Deutsche Morgan Gxenfell- 

Even so, almost no City ex- 
perts think Kenneth Garke will 
raise interest rates after what 
could be his final monetary 
meeting with Eddie George, 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land, next week. Any increase 
in the base rate would almost 
certainly trigger higher mort- 
gage rates, and the Chancellor 
is thought unlikely to take that 
risk so close to the election. 

The new purchasing man- 
agers' services survey aroused 
a lot of interest in the City, as 
the sector is covered by very few 
statistics despite its importance 
to the economy. The parallel 
purchasing managers’ index for 
manufacturing has a strong 
trade record as an early indica- 
tor of trends in industry. 

The new indicators are hard- 
er to interpret, with figures go- 
ing back only nine months and 


some uncertainty about tbe 
normal seasonal fluctuations. 

However, the figures indi- 
cated a rapidly rising level of 
activity, of new business and em- 
ployment. They also showed 
that service sector com pani es 

salaries, although not yet pass- 
ing these on in rising prices. 


The activity index jumped 
from 6G.4- in February to 633 in 
March, well above the 50 
“boom-bust” watershed. The 
index for new business rose 
from 60.9 to 62.4, and for em- 


ployment from 56.8 to 57.6. 
Nearly 85 per cent of the com- 


panies Surveyed expect business 
to pick up still further this year. 


Services boom 




The index erf input prices - 
mainly salaries- was 57, down 
from 58.9 in February but still 
indicating a sharp rise. Prices 
charged have been rising at a 
gentler pace, with their index at 
51.6 in March. 

“Inevitably rising costs wifl 
find their way out m prices at 
some point but it depends on 
how long this very confident 
mood stays in {dace,” said Biter 
Thomson, director-general of 
the Chartered Institute of 


crate from the former Refuge 
head office in WUmslow. The 
Conner United Friendly head of- 
fice in Southwark, south Lon- 
don, will dose by the end of the 
year and the first job relocations 
are taking place this month. 

The group is also spending 
£42m to cover the cost of inte- 
grating the computer systems of 
the two companies, bringing to- 
tal merger costs to an estimat- 
ed £76m. Annua] savings from 
the rationalisation are said to be 
around £37nj, including £31m 


worth of salary costs. The move 
would pay for itself in two 
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Yesterday’s CBI survey 
showed a modest recovery in the 
volume of retail sales- tbs main 
area of services not covered by 
the purchasing managers’ sur- 
vey. Kate Barker, the CBPs 
chief economist, said the impro- 
vement was likely to continue 
into ApriL The balance repor- 
ting higher rather than lower 
sales was 33 percent, up from 
24 per cent in February. 


would pay for itself in two 
years, Mr Mack claimed. 

- He expects to harmonise the 
range of policies sold, and 
launch a range of products to 
appeal to the group's tradi- 
tional clientele among families 
on less-than-average incomes. 

Mr Mack wants to revamp 
the group’s image, increase the 
value of policies sold and reduce 
the cost of sales. Sales staff will 
make greater use of palm-top 
mini-computers, and new sales 
methods will be considered. 


Glaxo shares ease on 
‘lethal drug’ warning 


38% rise 
for head of 
Zeneca 


Magnus Grimond 


take up the running from tbe 
best-selling Zantac anti-ulcer 


Shares in Glaxo Wellcome were 


hit yesterday after it emerged 
that the UK's biggest drugs 


that the UK's biggest drugs 
company has been forced to is- 
! sue a warning about the po- 
tentially lethal effects of one of 
its best-selling products. 

Lamictal, an anti-epilepsy 
drug launched in Ireland in 
1990, has been implicated in re- 
cent tests as the cause of a pos- 
sibly fatal skin condition in 
children. 

Following talks with the Food 
and Drag Agency is the US, 
Glaxo revealed yesterday that 
it had last week issued warnings 
to doctors of the increased 
risks and is sending out letters 
in the UK and the rest of the 
world where the product is 
licensed. 

Glaxo 's shares fell 20Jp at 
one stage yesterday, but later re- 
covered to end just 6p lower at 
l,087p. Analysts were relatively 
sanguine about the impact of 
the news on the group, despite 
the fact that Lamictal is one of 
the new products identified last 
mouth tty Glaxo WeUcome chief 
executive Sir Richard Sykes to 


drug after key patents expire this 
year. 

One follower said: ‘This will 
not have a big effect on earn- 
ings or the valuation of the com- 
pany, but it will have an impact 
on drug sales." 

Sales of Lamictal, market 
leader in the UK, jumped 64 per 
cent to £105m last year. Analysts 
were expecting that figure to 
grow to around £l50m in 1997, 
rising to a peak of £3 50m by 
2000. The figures compare with 
£834bn for the whole group last 
year, inducting £1.93bn for Zan- 
tac. 

Although I aroictal is not yet 
registered for paediatric use in 
the US, the world’s biggest 
drugs market, analysts said the 
under- 16 year old age group was 
a reasonably significant pro- 
portion of the market for the 
product It has been licensed for 
use by children in 25 countries, 
including the UK from 1994. 
CSty projections of sales far the 
drug are therefore likely to be 
reined back. 

The worries over Lamictal 
emerged after tests on the use 


of the drug in children suffer- 
ing from Lennos-Gastaut syn- 
drome, an acute fond of 


Mentis Grimond 


which particularly 
ifldren. That showed 


affects children. That showed 
two out of the 79 children in- 
volved developed a serious skin 
reaction, which led the FDA to 
suggest the drug results in side- 
effects for between one in 50 
and one in 100 users. 

A Glaxo Wellcome spokes- 
man said its awn case studies us- 
ing a wider range of data from 
aramd dm wortoriiowed the in- 
cidence to be more like between 
one in 100 up to one in 300 who 
developed a reaction. 

She admitted, however, that 
the problem appeared to be 
worse than in tests conducted 
before the product was origi- 
nally licensed, when the inci- 
dence was snnUflr to that in 
adults at one in 1,000 users. 
Problems can range from a 
mild skin rash to so-called toxic 
epidermal necrolysis, a serious 
skin condition akin to third de- 
gree bums. Giaxo said there bad 
been “a handful” of deaths 
among more than 800,000 peo- 
ple who have used Lamictal 
since its introduction. 


Sir David Barnes, chief execu- 
tive of Zeneca, saw his total pay 
jump 38 per cent to £898,000 
last year. The rise rounds off a 
year of personal success for the 
executive head of Britain’s 


Unipart staff 
share in £24m 
paper profit 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


yearly through an internal mar- 
ket. More than half the group's 


He also received a knight- 
hood “for services to the phar- 
maceutical industry” last year 
and saw Zeneca’s profits exceed 
£lbu for the first time. 


Writing in-the latest annual 
roort. Sir Sydney Lipworth, 


report. Sir Sydnw Lipworth, 
chairman, said: “David has 
been tirefessinbis endeavours 
to develop Zeneca and his con- 
tribution to both the company 
the industry has been pro- 
found.” 

Sir David’s basic pay of 
£525,000 was supplemented by 
cash and share bonuses to- 
talling £315,000 and a £46,000 
pension contribution. His pay 
has some way to go yet to' 
match that of Jan Leschty, his 
opposite number at rival drugs 
group SmithKliae Beecham 
who saw his total emoluments 
rise 15 per cent to £252ro.last 
year. 


More than 1,000 employees of 
the Unipart car components 
company are about to share in 
paper profits of almost £24m 
from the company's share op- 
tion scheme, it emerged yes- 
terday. 

The staff -all took part in the 
so-called Star Options scheme, 
launched by Unipart in 1994 
and billed as "an executive style 
options programme available to 
all employees”. It was created 
to encourage deeper employee 
involvement in the privately 
owned company. 

From next month the 1,100 
scheme members will be able to 
exercise options to buy some 20 
million shares. Based on the. last 
valuation of Unipart shares, 
carried out in 1996, each share 
will net a profit on paper of 
£1.19. Unipart shares are cur- 
rently worth £230, compared 


shares are owned by staff, with 
about 20 per cent held by Rover 
and rest with large institution- 
al investors. 

News of the payouts came as 
Unipart marked its tenth an- 
niversary as an independent 
company by announcing a 17 
per cent surge in safes last year 
to a record £I.011hn. 

“When we bought the busi- 
ness back in the 1980s people 
thought it wouldn't go oh for 
more than two or three years," 
said Mr Neill. 

Pre-tax profits increased by a 
smaller margin of 5 per cent, to 



was split off from Rover Group 
in 1987. The price is likely to in- 
crease significantly in another 
valuation later this year. 

The 1,100 employees were al- 
located five share options for 
every one share they bought 
The average allocation was 
3,500 shares, giving each of the 


staff 17300 options, netting 
paper gains of £20,825. 

John Neill, chief executive, is 
the biggest beneficiary, though 
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shares had been scaled back 
more than other employees af- 
ter the scheme was heavily 
oversubscribed. 

Unipart said Mr Neill had 
been awarded 101,900 options 
giving profits on paper of 
£1 7.1 ,26L He said: “I was one 
of the trustees of the scheme 
and:. I was one of the most 
heavily scaled back." 

Though Unipart's shares are 
not traded on the stock market, 

empktyees can sell them twice 
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raised its investment spending 
last year. Investment this year 
could reach about £90m, after 
the group’s move to form five 
new joint venture companies, 
three of which supply parts to 
Honda's UK manufacturing 
operations. The joint ventures 
are expected to create some 400 
jobs, bolstering Unipart's 3,800- 
strong workforce. 

Mr Neill again emphasised 
that Unipart's investment ohms 
would have been r estrict e d if the 
group was quoted on die stock 
market. A long-standing advo- 
cate of the concept of stake- 
holding, he went onv “Wc can ' 
afford to take a long-term view 
even if it hurts profits in the 
short term, ff wc were puhlidy 
quoted we would have to design 

counter measures to satisfy 
capital tourists who want to en- 
ter and exit the company oi 
will" 

However Unipart’s philoso* 
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‘Already Mr Regan's 
supposed City backers 
are preparing to 
distance themselves 
from the young 
pretender, if he 
doesn't move soon, 
he’ll be finished' 



Chancer’ Regan must answer 


CTe are th ree questions for Andrew 
Rfi S an ’ die man who would 

^^the^.Where’sthemoneygo- 
^ when, if ever, wfllS & 
“yfcmg (as opposed to talking about the 
Prospect of doing something), and when, if 

tUe SUSDWiato ontno fn Ka 


to arawer fiese ques^*'&^S 

jMWy declines. Already his supposed City 
oacKfirsare preparing to distance themselves 
from the young pretender. If he doesn’t 
M be finished. The Co-oper- 
ative Wholesale Society’s annual meeting 
approaches and if Mr Regan really intends 

t0 a ^ at ^ movemen b he’s pre- 
sumably going to have to put some kind of 
resolution to this august assembly of worthy 
members. Neither Mr Regan nor Galileo, 
the Lanka subsidiary through which the 
assault is planne d, are members, so he will 

h«<ia to J . >. . .7 _ _ 



pared to abandon the movement to its urn. 
and “raid assets built up over 100 years or 
more?” as Tferxy Thomas, min»gtng dire c- 
tor of the Co-op Bank asked onwfcdnesday. 
Unfortunately for those who want the tra- 
dition defended, the answer to *t»fa ? 
question is of course they are, offered 

movementwilhave 


to do more than appeal to theaKruism of 
membexs, overflowing though it so doubt is. 

If nothing else, Mr Regan has highlighted 
the huge unlocked potential and value of the 
Co-op. Hiding behind the Co-op’s traditions 
is no longer an option; the movement must 
itself begin to flunk about how to unlock 
value, shake up management, bring about 
mergers, and focus the business on areas 
where its tradi ti on still has something to 
offer. Indeed, were it not for the fact that 
Mr Regan is such an incredible bidder, he 
might have succeeded. As it is, it is hard to 
see how he's going to get anywhere. 

Ncfoody really knows how serious his 
hacking is but if ft stretches no further than 
the likes of the racist Ibry MP, David Evans, 
then he’s in trouble. With the movement 
rapidly dosing ranks against hfriy he’s Io9 
the initiative and with the Labour Party now 
less than a month away from power, he’s 
almost certainly lost the war as well. Hasn’t 
Mr Regan heard? The 1980s are over. . 

Why City can ignore 
those parly promises 

“tiere was about as much news fear the mar- 
J. kets in the Labour manifesto yesterday 
as there was in the Conservative one a day 
earlier - virtually none. These two impor- 
tant political documents caused not a ripple 
in the Chy, where analysts appear to be even 
more underwhelmed by the election cam- 


paign than the population at large. One rea- 
son for this is the anodyne nature of the man- 
ifestos themselves, Labour's as much as that 
of theTbries. They are deigned not to of- 
fend anybody and to be sufficiently vague in 
their commitments to allow maximum room 
for manoeuvre while actuaQym^pvernroent. 
Their purpose is an entirely cynical one -to 
create the right corporate brand image for 
the political parties and to avoid as far as pos- 
sible setting out detailed policies that mean 
something for the economy and business. 

There is a more fimdaxnental reason, too. 
The prospect of a Labour government no 
longer frightens financial markets not so 
much because Labour has changed, but 
because traders know that the markets 
more than ever hold the upper hand. 

If a Labour government - any govern- 
ment, anywhere - introduces policies that 
increased public sector borrowing unduly or 
ran excessive risks with inflation, the mar- 


long-term interest rates and/or a run on the 
currency. It has happened often enough that 

sensible politicians have absorbed the les- 
son. Macro-economic policies have the 
same shape across all parties and countries. 

Labour could introduce specific policies 
that win hit particular sectors of the stock- 
market. The windfall tax is the obvious 
exampl e - A minimum wage mig ht also harm 
some companies in low-paying service indus- 
tries like hotels and catering. Furthermore, 
investors might reasonably conclude that in 


the longer term a Labom government would 

be more likely to take the UKmfo the an- 
gle European currency. It might, despite its 
business-friendly new clothing, turn out to 
be less inclin ed to deregulate or more 
far jifiwH to- intervene than a Conservative 
government But aD these are m a r g in al fac- 
tors for the markets, are concerned. Now 
that New Labour has successfully jumped 
the key hurdle of convincing people it 
mfure what it says about fiscal and mone- 
tary responsibility, the City will not be 
duly concerned about the shade of the 
xtGovei 
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... and the strange 

case of Angel Trains 

TJirst there was F urieibro iA. then there was 
JT Evecboh and now the strange case of An- 
gel Trains. The first two of these rail pri- 
vatisations were management buyouts, so it 
was always likely they would eventually en- 
rich directors, even if the speed of the process 
was unexpectedly swift and the scale exces- 
sively large. But the third was a trade sale 
to the Japanese securities house Nomura. 
Even so, it now transpires, some of the re- 
wards have rubbed off on the British Rail 
old guard. Through Prideaux and Associates, 
John Prideaux, former head of InterCSty and 
one time pretender to the BR chairmanship, 
effectively owns 5 per cent of Angel On the 
hash of deals already struck with Rarterbrook 1 


and EversholL this would make him an ex- 
tremely wealthy man in the event of Angel 
being sold. 

But it is not the purpose of this piece to 
pass judgement on the way privatisation bas 
transformed so many former dvil servants 
into wealth}' men. Rather it is an old hobby 
horse - the extraordinary obfuscation of 
commercial life that present limited disclo- 
sure requirements allows to flourish. Cor- 
porate and commercial life remains one of 
the last great bastions of secrecy in an 
increasingly transparent and open world. As 
the story opposite shows, it is impossible to 
tell from the meaningless mumbo jumbo or 
filed company returns what’s been happen- 
ing here. Mr Prideaux seems to have 
received some kind of substantia] windfall 
payment from Nomura. How much, and 
whether it has anything to do with AngeL the 
records do not show. Then there is the sud- 
den guest appearance as an Angel share- 
holder of a Gibraltar registered company 
called Graylands. 

These are private transactions and both 
Mr Prideaux and Nomura are perfectly 
entitled to refuse explanation. Bui if even 
top forensic accountants cannot decipher 
what's going on here, why is public money 
being spent on recording aQ this meaning- 
less gobbledegook. Ir is fair enough for com- 
panies and financiers to hide what they are 
doing from competitors. All too often the 
purpose is to avoid lax and hide potentially 
embarrassing information from the public. 
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$L2bn BCCI fraudster faces 17 years 


John Willcock 

The biggest fraud trial in history 
ended in victory for the Serious Fraud 
Office (SFO) yesterday when Abbas 
GokaL a Pakistani shipping magnate, 
was convicted of fraud involving $L2bn 
in loans from the corrupt Bank of 
Credit and Commerce International 
Mr Gokal was a close friend of Has- 
m san Abedi. the late founder of the 
w BCCL and he was its biggest single bor- 
rower before h anking authorities shut 
BCCI down in 1992 after the discov- 
ery of $20bn-worth of frauds. 

Mr Gokal faces up to 17 years in jail 
longer than the previous longest sen- 
tence for fraud in the UK, 10 years for 


Peter Clowes, the Cheshire-based 
gilts fraudster: 

Sentencing will wait ontD the be- 
ginning of next month, when the SFO 
will ask the trial judge, Mr Justice Bux- 
ton, to make a confiscation order 
against Mr Gokal Mr GokaTs family 
has over £100m in assets abroad which 
the SFO wants fo use to refund victims 
Of BCCTs crash, mdmting Hin nnmtfa 
of individuals in the UK. 

Chris Dickson, senior assistant di- 
rector of the SFO and case controller 
of BCCI, was jubilant at the victory. 
In terms cxfBCXX Gokal was not “first 
division s taff, he was top of the Pre- 
mier League stuff”. 

'With Mir Abedi dead and BCCTs 


other main mastermind, Swaleh Naqvi, 
languishing in a Pennsylvania jail, Mr 


Gokal was The biggest fish we could 
catch”, Mr Dickson added. 

BCCI operated is 62. countries and 
left over 100,000 customers worid-wide 
nursing hefty losses when it was closed. 
MrGokal conspired with senior BCCI 
officials in a SlJZbn fraud. The SFO 
found documents signed by Mr Gokal 
in a London safe deposit box which 
showed that he and his two brothers 
owned and controlled the companies 
involved in the scam. 

- The Gokais owned the Gulf Group 
of companies, a shipping and trading 
empire based in Geneva with offices 
in over 40 countries. ' 


The Gokais and BCCI knew that 
Gulf Group was hopelessly insolvent, 
but continued to lend it a total of 
S1.2bn during the 1980s in unsecured 
loans. 

When Price 'W&terhouse were ap- 
pointed sole auditors of BCCI in 1987 
Gokal embarked on a huge forgery 
campaign to fool them that the loans 
were to independent companies un- 
connected to Gulf Group. 

This created a “merry-go-round” of 
money between Gulf Group and 
BCQ, laundered through special con- 
duit accounts at two New York banks, 
Security Pacific and French American. 
In this way over £500m was stolen by 
BCCI senior management from the 


account of Sheikh Zayed of Abu 
Dhabi -who ironically was the majority 
shareholder in BCCL 

When the Bank of England and 
other supervisors overseas shut BCCI 
in 1992 Gokal fled from Switzerland 
to Pakistan -as did Mr AbedL He was 
later arrested in Frankfurt and extra- 
dited to Britain. 

There are many repercussions from 
Mr GoltaTs conviction; more money 
for BCQ customers, more bad pub- 
licity for Price Wblerhouse, BCCTs au- 
ditors, and a considerable boost for the 
SFO. This week it won another high- 
profile fraud trial, sending Brighton 
hotelier Robert Feld to jail for eight 
years. 


»• V. 


Kim Sengupta on an intricate 
conspiracy that reads more like a 
thriller than a real-life scandal 








The BCCI scandal was the 
result of a massive failure of the 
system. But if one man could be 
su’d to have played a key role 
in the spectacular collapse, h 
was Abbas Gokal. 

The flamboyant shipping 
magnate was one of the most 
important customers in the 
short and tempestuous history 
of the Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International. So much 
so the bank lent him and his 
Gulf Shipping group S 1 . 2 tra. 

The money was lost, and 
BCCTs liquidators, Tbuche 
Ross, are sueing Gokal, and his 
two brothers Mustapha and 
Murtaza. But it is Abbas who 


York. He was said to have in- 
formation about coiTupt US 
politicians -and officials, and’ 
wanted to strike a favourable 
plea-bargaining deaL 

Mr Moscow wrote to Gokal’s 
American lawyers, 1 have- 
spoken with the prosecuting 
authorities in the United King- 
dom. They tell me that they 
have no current plans fo arrest 
Mr Gokal when he meets with 
us.” He was also at pains to 
point out that he had sept de- 
tails of the meetings from, the. 

Serious fraud Office in Loridon, 

On 18 July 1994 GokaHeftfor 
the US. Unknown to him the 


Murtaza. But it is AObas woo SFO bad disc overed his travel, 
ended up in the dock of the Old plans. It began extradition pro- 
Builev in London charged with ceedings. Purmg a stopover m 
■ j- Frankfurt be was 
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tiring to de- 

the bank's 

creditors and de- 
positors, and now 
faces a substan- 
tial jail sentence 
following the sev- 
en-month trial. 

How he came 

lobe there is itself 

a tale of intrigue. 

Following flt c 
S20hn disintegra- 
tion of the bank. 

the various tnves- 
ligations into what had gone 
wrong started on both sides of 
the Atlantic. It soffit b ecame 
dear Gokal was a prime suspect 
in the intricate conspiracy. 

But he was back at his base 

Pakistan, from where he 


6 He duped 
workers into 
signing false 
documents on 
a massive 
scale 9 


F rankfo rt he was 
hauled off the 
aircraft. bytSi- 
Federal German 
police at the re- 
quest of the SFO 
and extradited to 
Britain. 

Mr Moscow 
was said to be 
furious with the 
SFO, and denied 
any suggestion of 
collusion- Insid- 
ers at his office 
said they were promised details 
by Gokal about people in power 
and their dealings with third 

world countries, drugs and arms 

dealing. 

London* Gokal was 



Flamboyant: Billions In loans to Abbas Gokal contributed to BCCTs downfall 
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began in 7 September 1996 the 
prosecution claimed Gokal, 
aged 60, and once a powerful 

player in world shipping, was in- 
strumental in fraudulently ob- 
taining loans for his ailing 
empire which was suffering 
ram cash flow problems. 

Mr Anthony Hacking, QC, 
prosecuting told the jury Gokal 
personally' paid out S 2m in 
bribes to BCQ officials to se- 
cure the cash line - loans no 
other banka would touch- When 
in i 991 the Bank of England be- 


latedly dosed down BCCL his 
busines s empir e “inevitably col- 
lapsed”. 

Mr Hacking said: “It was 
' discovered thai Gokal had bor- 
rowed $ 12bn. He had not 
really got any security at all. It 
was an extraordinary situation. 
It was a major factor leading to 
the collapse of the BCQ bank." 
Gokal had created a “ huge fi- 
nancial structure” to hide the 
truth of his fraudulent activities 
from, the woiid.- 
- The court heard there were 


a huge number of documents 
which had been agned by Gokal 
that “showed bis knowledge 
and participation in the fraud**. 
The funds marie illegally avail- 
able to Gokal were distributed 
through his companies. And, Mr 
Hacking added; “ The Crown 
say that Mr Gokal used vast 
sums of money he defrauded to 
Sustain his lavish lifestyle 
around the world to provide 
personal benefit and gain for 
himself and his dose family.” 

At the BCCI headquarters at 


6 There would 
be great trouble 
if our auditors or 
board got wind 
of the money 
you owe 9 


Leadenhall Street, in the City, 
there was a “special duties de- 
partment”. Mr Hacking said: 
“Its sole job was to administer 
fraudulent activities. False doc- 
uments were created on a vast 
scale. There were secret meet- 
: between Gokal and BCQ 
! in which the fraud was 
planned. The SFO have recov- 
ered notes of these meetings. 

“Millions of dollars were 
flowing back and forth between 
GokaTs companies and BCCL 
There were a large number of 
companies through which foods 
flowed. He misused ordinary 
employees like secretaries and 
dents and duped them into sign- 
ing false documents to deceive 
on a massive scale.” 

Gokais* brother-in-law, and 
former senior aide Abdol 
Chagla, described the prob- 
lems faced by the Gulf Group 
and crudal meetings with BCCI 
officials. Chagla said: “ Most 
outriders thought the Gokal 
brothers ran all the companies 
in the [Gulf] Group. But that 
was just conjecture. Abbas 
Gokal ran the business in every 
respect. He was the only one 
who took major decisions He 
had total control of the Gulf 

Gulf Group 
was having financial problems 
due to a downturn in foe ship- 
ping business and by the fail ure 
of the group's non-shipping ac- 
tivities. There were already 
cash flow problems, but by 1984 
things reached crisis point as 
various banks sought the re- 
payment of loans.” 

Chagla told of meetings be- 
tween Gokal and Agha Hasan 
Abedi to discuss “ increasing 
loans to pay off overdrafts”. 
They both allegedly agreed 
documentation of such deals 
would be ncm-factual At a sec- 
ond meeting Abedi allegedly 
commented: “There would be 
great trouble if our board or au- 
ditors got wind of the money 
you owe.” 


CU to bring back vote on report and accounts 





lorn Stevenson 
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dropped the vote from the 
agenda of its animal meeting 
which is due to "be held in Lon- 
don on 15 April- . 

In a letter to Hrc, CXTs chan - 

niarc tBdtolas Baring, pnamsed 
to reintroduce the traditional 
vote at next veai*s annual meet- 
ing and said he would stand-up 

atflusywrismeetmgtol^tot 

intention on public record. He 


J short of cancelling this 

’s meeting in order to 

change the «g™da this time. 

. Anne Simpson, at Pirc, wel- 
comed the derision: “Voting is 
a good thing and should be ac- 
cepted as such. We would like 

' tosee votes on more Issues, not 

less. MrBaring was very -sOny 

and humble and we move on to 
die nest issue." 


Although it is not a require- 
ment of the Companies Act that 
there should be a vote on the 
annual report and accounts, 
few companies prevent their 
shareholders from casting their 
vote on one of the few general 
resolutions faced by a board of 
director. GEC and Royal Bank 
of Scotland -are among those 
companies that merely “lay the 


report before the shareholders” 
as required by the Act 
A year ago, Pirc had a simi- 
lar run-in with British Aero- 
space, which tried to remove the 
vote as a way of countering the 
high levels of protest it often 
fares at its annual meetings. Fire 
succeeded in having that vote 
reinstated after a longer fighL 
There was confusion as to why 


CU had chosen to drop the vote. 
Originally the move was attrib- 
uted to file fact that many share- 
holders would receive only a 
summary report and would be 

unable to vote ot toe fall version. 
Yesterday Mr Baring Mamed a 
legal d rafting oversight Com- 
mercial Union and British Aero- 
space share the sane firm of 
solicitors, Linkfaters. 
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Benetton profits down almost 10% 

Benetton reported operating profits down 9.5 per cent to 
L401bn (£14o.9m). Revenues were down 23 per cent to L2,871bn 
(£I.0Sbn) following the disposal of businesses and the appreci- 
ation of die lire by over 8 per cent Benetton said. Overall sales 
volumes were up 4 per cent with die development of the retail 
network and the opening of megasiores. Consolidated net income 
rose 113 per cent to L246bn (£90m). 

£450,000 grant for software library 


A European 
£450,000 Eu 


consortium led by Oxford Molecular Group won a 
Eureka grant from die Department of Trade and In- 


dustry. The funds are for its BioLiB project a software library 
delivered via the Internet The consortium includes Glaxo Well- 
come. Trinity College Dublin and Nottingham University. 

Electricity bills to be cut by £17 

Electricity bills are to fall by an average of £17 this year follow- 
ing changes to electricity companies’ tanffs, according to the Elec- 
tricity Association, which represents the electricity supply 
industry. It said electricity prices, excluding VAX had fallen 17 
percent since privatisation, after allowingfor inflation. It attributed 
the fall to greater competition between generation companies and 
efficiency gains wi thin supply companies. 

Profits rise at French utility 

Lyoonaise des Eau^ the French diversified utility consdering merg- 
ing with Compagnie de Suez, lifted operating profits 26 per cent 
to Fr5.4bn (£584m) in 1996 on turnover up 7 per cent at Fr91.6bn 
(£9.9bn). Earnings per share were up to Fr223 from Frl5.6. 

Volvo Trucks approaches break-even 

Volvo Thicks said it could see its loss-making operations in the 
US reaching break-even, although no date was given. The man- 
aging director, Kari-Eriing Thogen, said Vblvo Thicks market share 
in North America reached 10 per cent in February this year com- 
pared to 9.1 per cent in 1996. 

VW agency plan angers unions 

German trade unions criticised plans by Volkswagen for an in- 
ternal agency of short-time workers who would not receive hol- 
iday bonuses. VW declined to disclose details of the subsidiary, 
but said it was discussing the plan with unions. Politicians praised 
the plans for creating jobs. 


If your Building Society 
is turning into a bank 

LAUGH 

all the way 

to the Building Society. 





Call free on 0500 30 20 10 

tqootiog ref SCUT) 

Nos - Fri, lam - 2pm. Weekends. 9»m - Bpm. 


find us on ihc Inrrmcr at hnp://www. narionwklc.co.uk 


Nationwide 


Nationwide 1 Building Sodflf- Pipers Way. 5>ri>uJnn SN.U lNW. 


+- 


i 

I 







26 


business 


gPTTMV A APRIL 1997 .THE INDEPENDENT 


Ex-Blenheim boss 
bounces back with 
Cementone buy 


Nigel Cope 


Lawrie Lewis, the Monte Car- 
lo-based millionaire who 
founded Blenheim Exhibitions, 
marked his return to the Lon- 
don stock market yesterday 
when be acquired a 29.9 per 
cent stake in Cementone, a 
tiny chemicals company. 

It is Mr Lewis's first large cor- 
porate move since he sold out 
of Blenheim in 1991. It also 
comes just weeks after he 


backed out of a consortium to 
buy Nottingham Forest football 
club at the last minute. 

Speaking from Barcelona 
where his yacht is being re-fit- 
ted for next month's Monte 
Carlo Grand Prix, Mr Lewis 
said: “This is my first real day 
back at work since Blenheim 
five years ago. It’s nice to be 
back in the driving seat.” 

Mr Lewis said he hoped to 
use Cementone as a vehicle to 
make acquisitions, which could 


Grant Bovey, the video entrepreneur who attempted to boy Not- 
tingham Forest in conjunction with Lawrie Lewis, is consider- 
ing a stock market flotation with a view to buying anothca* football 
dob, writes Nigel Cope* The flotation wonld see Cruise Hol ding s , 
which includes his Watershed Pictures video company i ffky a list- 
ing, probably on the Alternative Investment Market 

Mr Bovey did not disclose which dubs be might attempt to 
buy hot said he had held “loose talks with a few". 

His attempt to boy Nottmgiain Forest collapsed when Mr Leeds, 
his main backer withdrew support at the last minute. He said 
be did not want any future bid for a dob to be reliant on the back- 
ing of one person. 


indude a football club: “1 won’t 
rule that out as the Nottingham 
Forest situation gave me a 
flavour for iL But tnere are not 
many op p ortunities left in the 
Premiership.” 

He said the proposal to buy 
the stake in Cementone from 
Vrjay Mallya, the Indian entre- 
preneur who runs UB Interna- 
tional, came while he was in the 
midst of the Forest negotiations. 

Mr Lewis said he hoped to be 
nominated to the Cementone 
board next week. He would con- 
sider opportunities in the exhi- 
bitions sector if the right deal 
was available. Other possibili- 
ties could be in the media and 
leisure sectors. 

Shares in Cementone soared 
30 per cent to 6(X5p on the news. 

Mr Lewis’s return to the mar- 
ket follows similar recent moves 
by former Blenheim chairman 
Neville Buch- Earlier this week 
Mr Buch emerged as a 21.9 per 



Monte Carlo rally: Lawrie Lewis said it felt good to be 
back In the driving seat with a big new acquisition 


cent shareholder in Somic, a 
manufacturer of yarns and 
woven fabric. A few weeks pre- 
viously he pirfrftrf up a 299 stake 
in BBB, a small ttedgn firm he 
chairs. Mr Buch made £25m 
from the sale of Blenheim to 
United News & Media in the 
£600m deal last year. 


Though Lawrie Lewis is res- 
ident in Monte Carlo it is 
thought he would Eke to spend 
more rime Imre. 

His interest m tire Notting- 
ham Forest takeover saga saw 
him briefly involved in two 
.competing consortia bidding 
forcontroL 


In Brief 


Kingfisher reshuffles B&Q board 

Kingfisher, the retail group, yesterday announced management 
changes that see Jim Hodlanson, the chief executive of the B&Q 
do-it-yourself chain, step up to become chairman of its DIY 
division. Martin Toogood, B&Q supercentre stores’ director, 
becomes B&Q UK managing director while B31 Whiting, the 
warehouse stores director, is to become managing director of 
B&Q International. Roger Holmes, B&Q finance systems and 
supply chain director, is to replace Tbny Perrival as group finance 
director. 

Senior Engineering to invest abroad 

Underlying pre-tax profits at Senior Engineering rose by 38 per 
cent rise to £31im Last year. However, headline pre-tax prof- 
its slumped to just £2Jm from im dampened by disposal 
costs associated with the sale of the company's thermal ei 
neering division, while profits from its engineering division 
to £8.4m. The total dividend was up from 3.6p to 3.82p. The 
company has earmarked £25m in 1997 for its investment and 
acquisition programme under new chief executive Andrew Par- 
rish. Mr Parrish aims to expand operations in the Far East and 
Pacific Rim. 

DTI accepts Go-Ahead undertakings 

The Department of Trade and Industry has accepted undertakings 
from the Go-Ahead Group over bus services m the North-east 
of England. In August 1995 the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission (MMC) made recommendations about Go-Ahead 
after findn^> its operation of additional services to have been against 
the public interest. The MMC said the timetabling of Go-Ahead’s 
services dose to those of its competitors was predatory and likely 
to damage competition in the long run. 

BAe and Vickers join forces 

British Aerospace, Vickers and Lockheed Martin, the US aircraft 
maker, said they would bid for a new US and British army scout 
car and reconnaissance vehide. A spokesman for Lockheed said 
the deal was worth a potential £5bn if the US and British armies 
ordered what they said they needed. 

Chelsea In deal to develop land 

Chelsea Village, owners of Chelsea Football Club, said it had 
concluded a £12m financing arrangement with MeesFSerson and 
National 'Westminster to develop land around the Premier League 
club's Stamford Bridge stadium in west London. 


Renewing your 
home insurance in 
April or May? 


If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga - 
call us NOW 

You will know bow expensive 
borne insurance can be. 
Thankfully, if you are aged 50 or 
over you can benefit from 
SAGA Home Insurance - a 
superior household insurance 
that is only available to mature, 
responsible people like you. 

Saga Insures More Homes 

What is more, SAGA Home 
Insurance is now able to cover 
an even wider range of properties. 
So even if we have been unable 
to offer you cover in the past, 
why not call today FREE. 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another comparable 
policy at a lower price within 2 
months of taking oat SAGA 
Home Insurance, we will 
refund you the difference. 



' Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

’ Discounts for home 
security 

• Free pen with your 
quotation 


SAGA 

Services Ltd 

Sv LM. FREEPOST 731 

Mdddbarg Square. FMkauae CTB LAZ 


Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Home Insurance. 

0800 
414 525 
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Littlewoods plans to 
sell stores in Russia 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 


Littlewoods is to sell its retail 
operations in Russia and India 
to concentrate on its home 
shopping and football pools in- 
terests. 

The Liverpool-based group, 
which is being overhauled by the 
chief executive, James Ross, has 
already put its UK stores up for 
sale and last week resumed 
talks to buy the Freemans mail 
order business from Sears. 

The international division 
includes four stores in St Pe- 
tersburg and one in Bangalore 
which opened only a year ago. 
Littlewoods has a further 10 
franchise outlets in Russia. 

Mike Wynne, managing di- 
rector of Uttlewoods Interna- 
tional, said: “Despite difficult 
trading conditions, the stores in 
Russia and India have pro- 
duced encouraging sales. How- 
ever, the businesses have 
reached a stage where further 
substantial investment was re- 


quired to take the business for- 
ward." 

littlewoods started trading in 
Russia in 1991. The stores em- 
ploy 320 in Russia and 120 in In- 
dia. Littlewoods International, 
which includes the group's 
sourcing operations as weD as 
the overseas stores, recorded a 
loss of £72m last year compared 
to a loss of £lL5m in 1995. Last 
year’s sales were film. 



Overhaul: James Ross back 
bi talks to buy Freemans 


Uttlewoods said ft had spo- 
ken to “one or two" in t er ested 
parties about the stores. 

The co mpany is still in dis- 
cussions with Sears about the 

F T f Wna tR ifal aftw awrirffaBw 

collapsed. The cenqnsy said it 
hoped to receive notification 
from the Office of Rrfr Hading 
before the election on whether 
or not the deal would be re- 
ferred to toe Monopolies & 
Mergers CoUmnswon. 

Separately, Otto Versasd, 
toe German xmfl group which 
owns the Grattan man order 
buaness, yesterd a y denied re- 
ports it was pla^ng to launch 
a £1.7bn breat-upfrid for Seats. 

The company said it was not 
planning such as move, though 
it remamed interested in ac->. 
qtriring toe Retains business 
under conditions offered last 
year. Reports had suggested 
Otto Versand was riming a 
IlOp per share fed for the 
whole of Sears as i 
ing control of freemans. 1 
stores dosed Ip higher at 74p. 


Thomson-CSF bid 
decision hinges on 
national security 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


The French finance minister, 
Jean. Arthuis, said yesterday 
that “national security” would 
be one of the factors which 
shaped bis government’s dec- 
ision on the sale of its majority 
share in the military elec- 
tronics company Thomson- 
CSF. 

But Mr Arthuis refused to 
comment on reports that the 
British electronics giant GEC 
had tabled a preliminary bid 
for the company, part of the 
French state-owned electr- 
onics conglomerate Thomson 
SA. 

The French government has 
let it be known that it sees the 
fate of Thomson as part of a . 
broader restructuring of the 
country’s military-industrial 
complex. 

Mr Arthuis said yesterday 
that the government’s deci- 
sion on the final bids, to be 
made by 7 May, would be 
shaped by the “credibility of the 
candidates . .. their capacity to 
carry through their plans” and 
“factors related to national 
security”. 

The minister said Paris 
would declare which bidders 
had been admitted to the 
second, detailed stage of the 
auction by Monday at the 
latest. 

A senior executive of one of 
the two French defence groups 
known to be in the bidding 
confirmed, however, that GEC 


had also thrown its bat into the 
ring. 

Noel Forgeard, president and 
chief executive of Matra High 
Technologies, part of the La- 
gar (fere group, said that GEC 
had given advance warning of 
its bid. 

He said LagardSxe did not re- 
gard this as an unfriendly act by 

GEC, with which it shares the 
ownership of the Matra Mar- 
coni defence and satellite elec- 
tronics company. 

His comments furthered 
speculation that the GEC 
move was no more than a tac- 
tical ploy, and was mostly 
intended to place a marker for 
the British company’s contin- 
ued interest in alliances and 
joint ventures with the French 
industry. 

British Aerospace, GEC’s 
great rival, has indicated its 
support for the Thomson bid by 
Lagartfere, with which it also has 
a joint venture. 

The other French bidder is 
the space and telecoms 
company Alcatel Alsthom, in 
conjunction with the plane- 
maker DassanlL 

But Lagarcfere was the 
chosen saviour for Thomson- 
CSF in the French govern- 
ment’s first attempt to privatise 
the entire Thomson group, 
which was rejected by the 
official privatisation watchdog 
in December. 

The French government 
owns 55L2 per cent of the shares 
of Thomson-CSF, a stake valued 
at £lJbn. 
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radiator 
valve firm 
for £97m 

Magnus Grim owri 

IML the Birmingham -based 
engineering group, yesterday 
continued its receat baying 
spree with the £97m acquisition 
of Tbur & Andeisson Hydro- 
nks, a leading Swedish manu- 
facturer of heating valves. 

The deal is the biggest since 
IMI paid £130m for of 
Heimeier, Germany’s biggest 
manufacturer of thermostatic 
radiator valves, at the beginning 
of last year. It takes the total 
spend on acquisitions over the 
last 15 months to £360m. 

IMI said adding T&A to 
Heimeier and its other buSdmg 
products operations would give 
it control over 20 per cent of the 
worid market for beating valves 
and fitting5,*nd an evfcn bigger 
share in Scandinavia. 

Gary Allen, the chief execu- 
tive, said* “IMI has stringent 
acquisition criteria and tins is 
another acquisition which fits 
superbly with those c ri t e r ia .” 

The Swedish company, which 
is being acquired for cash from 
Incentive Group, part of the 
wealthy Wallenberg family 
empire, was a rival bidder for 
Heimeier- and the deal would 
not have made sense had IMI 
not bought the German com- 
pany, Mr Allen said. 

The company - in effect 
created the market for so-called 
“balancing valves", which reg- 
ulate the temperature in heat- 
ing and cooling systems, after 
developing and introducing the 
product in 1963. 

Last year It made' pre-tax 
profits of £9 Am on turnover of 
X67m.givihgair.49dt 
trio of 


ratio of 14, IMI 
Tire group’s shares added 
lOp to 387p yesterday as ana* 

lyas estimated it would add Gm 
to profits after financing costs 

in a foil year. Michael Blogg of 

Charterhouse TDneydescabed 
it as “quite neat. Financially it 
stacks up." ' 

IMTs pro forma; year-end 
gearing would rise 35 points to 
46 pec cent after : the latest 
deal, but. with' interest cover 
“well into the teens” it did not 
rule out further acquisitions. 
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aird’s formula in recent 
has been to reduce 
dependence on the 
auto mdnscry, whflemarntam- 
iBg investment levels m its three 
basnets lep centred around 
sealing systems, security bard- 
warc and computer boxes. And 
wUe it looks dan gerously like 
a conglomerate, the record 
shows the strategyfcas worked. 

HeadKnc pre-ta x p ro fi ts only 
crept ahead by £500,000 to 
£66. 6m in toe year to Decem- 
ber and even they were flat- 
tered by acquisitions made in 
the last two years -principaily 
the Cego window hardware op- 
eration -which together chip- 
ped ioan additional £2.7m. «it 
the- bald figures hid some 
decern levcb of growth. After 
a d isa p p ointing first quarter, 
business picked up from the 
ad of Match and profits rose 
18 per cent in the second half 
Non-automotive operations 
led the way. Under a quarter 
of the business five yeans ago, 
these now represent over half 
the turnover after a very re- 


cent last year. The sped! 

packaging to PuTIarfnn com- 
puter boxes division raised 
profits by 23 per cent to 
£21.7m after a record year. 
And even if growth in tbe com- 
puter industry slowed, Mar- 
ton is prospering as its big 
customers Compaq and IBM 


outsource more 
assembly to siqqriiers 

Industrial products, which, 
sawprofits grow from £27 .6m 
to £3L4m, was boosted by ac- 
quisitions and as one of the 

leading securityproducts sup- 
pliers m the UK should ben- 
efit from the building upturn. 

But the main story at Laird 
is stifl car-related. Sealing sys- 
tems, one of the biggest sup* 
pliers of weather seals to toe 
European anto industry, was 
hit by £1.8m start-up costs for 
itSBewpbmtmNcrtnCarofina 
and competitive conditions in 
Germany. Profits slumped 
£4.9m to £212m as a result. 

The figures demonstrated 
the importance of new models, 
both for manufacturers and 
suppliers. Laird was dragged 
down by the relatively poorfy 
performing Volkswagen Golf 
and General Motors Astra m 
1996, while further start-up 
costs of perhaps double last 
year will make 1997 unexcit- 
ing, but next year may prove 
more interesting. 


. . Volumes from North Car- 
olina will start building from 
the first quarter and Laird 
will be gearing up production 
for a slew of new car bunches 
in 1998 and beyond, including 
a GM model, the new Escort, 
the new VW Beetle “concept 
model” and a BMW be pro- 
duced in North Carolina. 

Currency wifi knock at least 
£5m off the bottom line at 
these levels, but Albert E 
Sharp thin ire profits of £73m 
th« year win rise to £83m 
next. That puts the shares, up 
443p to 389p yesterday, on a 
forward p 1c of 11. dropping to 
10. Reasonable value. 

Dagenham 
Motors ahead 

N o surprise about Da- 
genham Motors’ fig- 
ures yesterday. The 
company put out a statement 
in February warning analysts 
that they had taken too gloomy 
a view after disastrous half-year 
figures and pointing to foD-year 
profits about the same as last 
year’s £5.1m. 

In feet, Dagenham just beat 
1995’s result with £5.l2m pre- 
tax after a 9 per cent increase 
in turnover to £291.9m. After 
a higher tax charge, earnings 
per share slipped a touch to 
13.6p (14.4p) and a same again 
5-5p made for an unchanged 
fulf-year dividend of 7.7p. 
Dagenham has - been 


through a turbulent time as its 
main franchise. Ford, lost 
market share and cost cutting 
foiled 10 keep pace. All that 
changed in tire second half, 
with a 5 per cent reduction in 
the company's headcount and 
other efficiency savings lead- 
ing to a strong final quarter. 

So for this year, trading ap- 
pears to have improved, with 
sales of new cars boosted by 
the introduction at the end of 
1996 of tbc distinctive little Ka 
and the Explorer 4x4 models. 
For the ninth year in a row. 
Ford took the top three places 
m the best sellers list with its 
Escort, Fiesta and Mcmdeo. 

Used cars performed well 
with profits rising by 13 per 
cent and exceeding tnc return 
from new cats for the first time, 
while sales and profits from 
new commercial vehicles rose 
substantially. 

The biggest boost for Da- 
:nham. however, has come 
Ford's decision to focus 
on fewer, larger dealerships 
and to unwind Us archaic rules 
forbidding ownership of adja- 
cent sales territories. The real 
beneficiaries from this will be 
the larger players like Dagen- 
ham with a strong relationship 
with the manufacturer. 

On the basis of forecast 
profits this year of £5.5m. toe 
shares trade on a prospective 
p/te ratio of 7 and there is plenty 
of support from a yield of al- 
most 10 per cent. Dagenham 
has had its problems but this 
seems quite an anomaly. Buy. 


£ 
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United Assurance targets costs 


“W" Tmted Assurance Group, the product of 
I I last year's merger of Refuge Assurance 
and United Friendly, made an excep- 
tional net profit of £386m before tax out of the 
merger last year, but the profit on continuing 
activities was £194m compared with com- 
bined profits of £164m for the two partners in 
1995. Most of the money came from long-term 
investment returns and transfers. General 
business was marginally profitable at best 
Shareholders get an 18p a share dividend, 
35 per cent more than in 1995, but including 
exceptional losses on discontinued business 
earnings per share only rose from 36p to 36.1p. 
and new ouaness premiums rose by a bare 2 
per cent The merger presents an opportunity 
and a challenge to shake off a lack-lustre 
image. 

Group chief executive George Mack and 


finance director Bill McDonald have lost no 
time in drawing up plans to close half the 
brandies, making a tond of the staff redundant, 
before the end of the year. . 

The next step is to cut costs and increase soles 
per head to compete with the new wave of poli- 
ces backed by heavy advertising and sold over 
the telephone. 

The traditional market has been among fam- 
ilies with below average incomes. It is a huge 
market with an urgent need for more financial 
products, but one where individual policies tend 
to be smaO and the costs of setting and servicing 
them are above average, especially as Mr Made 
insists that United will continue to offer advice 
on the suitability of its products. New products 
and new methods are promised in 1998. The 
shares rose 12p to 486p. but for the investor it 
is a leap of faith. 


Wxjlworths Product Recall Notice 
Chad \felley Activity Play Gym (£9.99) 
Item Code: 304V1570 





■ ; \Kfoolworths has learned of a potential problem with its Chad Valley 
Activity Play Gym which could cause thoproduct to collapse unexpectedly. 
- : . In the interests of customer safety and as a precautionary measure, 
the Chad Valley Activity Play Gym has been withdrawn from sale in nil 
Wbolworths stores. 

Any customer who has purchased this producr since August 1995 
should return it to their nearest store where a fell refund will he given. 
A'receipt is not necessary- 

VVOOLWORTHS 
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Utilities generate a more positive mood in London 


Taking Stock 


- 8 . 9 \ 


Share spotlight 



Utilities, although under threat 
windfall tax and lively to 
suffer more than most from 
■ “y change of Government, 
‘l helped the stock market resist 
?-■ ? e latest round of American 
ptteis. 

National Power and POwer- 

Goi were comfortably the best 

*' performing blue chips and 
■ J Severn TVent and Thames 
,i Vfaterwaded in with important 
' contributions. 

With the Labour manffp*^ 
free from any unpleasant sur- 
prises and a suspicion arising 


m some quarters the party's 
policies could eventually be 
beneficial to the generators NP 

CmVTVOsJ 17 Cn Af\£ f I no 
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gained 17.5pto496.5p and PG 
16J5p to 60iL5p. 

The power grants were 


The power giants were 
helped by favourable com- 
ments from investment houses, 

CriSdit Lyo nnais T aing and 

Panmuxe Gordon. 

Severn Item rose lip to 
698_5p and Thames 6.5n to 
666.5p. 


The rest of the market had 
another downbeat session 
although Footsie’s retreat was 
a relatively modest 22 points to 
4,214.6. Tax deals a gain 
prompted much of the deafiu& 

There was little incentive far 
investors, and small, to take 
new positions in the dying 
gasps of the tax year and with 
the key but unpredictable US 
non-farm payroll figures due- 
today. 

On a number of occasions 
the US statistics have provoked 
volatile market gyrations. With 

New York on tenterhooks ewer 
interest rates the scene could 
be set for another dramatic 
sell-ofi; certainty Street is 
in no mood for any more 
anxiety./ 

Although the election has 
yet to have much impact on 
general market sentiment. 
Footsie has fallen on nine of 
the 12 days since John Major’s 
call to the polls; losing more 
than 200 points. 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter of the year 


Rolls-Royce, a privatised 
roup but in no danger of a 


flyer, climbing 5p to 237p. It 
is thought to be near to dmeb- 
ing a deal to sell its steam 
power units, with a German 
group rumoured to have made 
what many would regard as a 
generous offer. 

BSkyB, up 7-5p to- 612p, 
responded to talk of Matsu- 
shita of Jap an taking a stake 
and Rank improved 9p to 
436.Sp on renewed specula- 
tion it would soon sell its re- 
maining- 20 per cent interest 
m the Xerat; office equipment 
operation. • 

ROC, the chemical group, 
was another resisting the 


downward pull, as its big 
American rival, Ptinair, raised 
its carbon dioxide and hydro- 
gen prices. The shares rose Sp 
to 940-5p. 

Oils were unsettled by a 
further sharp decline in the 
crude price; the mild weather 
is a big influence. British Pe- 
troleum fell 125p to 6835p 
and Shell Dp to L,04L5p. En- 
terprise Ofl tumbled 22p to 
615.5p and Lasmo 10.5p to 
224 J5p. . ^ 

576 Jp, and SmithE^lne 
Beedtam, 19 .5p to 848p, were 
casualties of Wall Street and 
Glaxo Welcome was trimmed 
6p to L087p on its dear doc- 
tor letter warning about side 


effects of its Lamktal epilepsy 
drug. 

SBC Wnborg cannon was 
said to be respoKate for a 9^p 
dedine to 666 ip by Scottish 
& Newcastle ana British Aero- 
space was lowered 16p to 
1346p as its chances of a sig- 
nificant involvement in the 
Thomson-CSF fate dimmed 
following the General Electric 
Co intervention. 

In busy tra ding Sears finned 
to74pontalkofabreakopbkl, 
possibly firom Germany . 

Results lifted engineer Laird 


44.5p to 389p ana computer 
eroun Serna gave un 3&5n to 


grom> Sema gave 3&5p to 
l,301.5p as the French elec- 
trical group Schneider, sold its 
5.1 per cent stake at l,295p. 


foil 38p to 9233p as the US 
•Carnival Corporation denied 
plans to lift its 29.6 per cent 
stake. 

AH Ball, a building group, 
slumped 7p to 25 5p after a 
profit warning and Cemetone, 


the paint .business, gained 
13 Jp to 60p as entrepreneur 
Lanrie Leras acquired just 
under 30 per cent; a reverse 

takeover deal looks likely. 

On Demand Information 
overcame its apparent sur- 
prise about talk of an upbeat 
statem ent, disclosing a link 
with United News & Media; 
the shares added 25p to 45p. 

Rugby Estates, once part of 
HIDsdown Holdings, was little 
changed at D3_5p after achiev- 
ing a !25 per cent profits ad- 
vance to £2.4m. BZW believe 
profits will reach £2.7m this 
year with NAV moving to 
181p. Analyst Alan Carter says 
Rugby’s strong management 
should come into ns own as the 
property market improves. 

Newcomer Harvey Nash, 
an IT recruitment business, 
traded at 1805p firom a 175p 


□Professor Richard Conroy 
former head of Aram In- 
ternational Resources, is 
planning to bring a fledgling 
Irish gold company to the 
fringe Ofex share market 
Conroy Diamond and Gold 
has a gold prospect at Ckm- 
fibret, County Monaghan, on 
which op to a 100 hole 
drilling programme is 
planned. Aram discovered 
the Galinoy zinc-lead mine, 
which recently come into pro- 
duction, in County Galway 11 
years ago. 


shoot was taken up. 


□Note the continuing 
strength ofMatheson 
Lloyd’s, one of the obscure 
breed of insurance invest- 
ment trusts. The shares rose 
4 .Sp to a 125.5p peak; they 
have risen from lOOp last 
month and 81p a year ago. 
Take over talk is behind the 
move. Goshawk Insurance 
and Benfield & Rae are re- 
garded as likely predators. 
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business 


Borneo’s 'richest gold mine in the world’ turns out to be a hole in the ground 

Beleaguered 


Bre-X faces 
blizzard of 
legal claims 


inn Levi 


Directors of Bre-X, the troubled 
Canadian gold explorer, face a 
blizzard of legal actions from the 
US shareholders of the belea- 


holders except ‘'insiders’* such 
as directors. 

“Wfe were hired to protect the 
interests of outside sharehold- 
ers when it was first suggested 


guered company following in- 
; begun I 


vestigations begun late last i 
by a Houston-based law 
Baker & Batts. 

Shares in Bre-X were sus- 
pended on the Toronto Stock 
Exchange yesterday for the 
third time this week. They have 
fallen sharply amid serious 
doubts about earlier claims by 
the company that it had made 
the world’s biggest gold find 
deep in the Borneo jungle. 

The shares have plunged 
from C$15 (£650) to C$3.20, 
though they edged up last ni g ht 
to C$3.43 before dealings 
stopped. Last year the company 
sported a stock market value of 
about £L7bn. It Is now worth 
nearer £3 00m. 

Paul Yetter. a partner at 
Baker & Botts, said a writ had 
been issued in Texas last Friday 
on behalf of all Bre-X share- 


at Bre-X make a joint venture 
of its Busang gold project with 
Barrick Gold, the biggest Ca- 



ing investigations into the com- 
pany for four months. Those are 
continuing.” 

Mr Yetter’s action is directed 
against executives and officials 
of the company but also taigets 
Kttbom Fakar Rekjayasa, the 
company's engineering audi- 
tors. Mr Yetter admits action 
other Bre-X advisers - 
include bankers JP Morgan 
and auditors KPMG Peat Mar- 
wick - “is a possibility”. 

Baker & Botts are not alone 
in seeking legal redress against 
the company, according to Mr 
Yetter: “There are about three 
other lawsuits against the com- 
pany and at least another cou- 
ple are imminent.” 


Golden opportunity: A ski shop owner opposite the Bre-X headquarters in Calvary; 
Canada, uses the mineral group’s troubles to drum tip trade Photograph: Reuter 


The Bre-X saga began four 
years ago wben Canadian 
financier David Wilsb was per- 
suaded to buy into the Busang 
concession on the advice of 
Dutch geologist John Fdderbot 

Money was raised from Eu- 
ropean investors for a drilling 
programme and it was claimed 
last year the concession might 
contain as much as 200 million 
ounces of gold. 

These potential riches drew 
in the Indonesian government 
and Barrick Resources, headed 
by Peter Munk, who persuaded 
Mr Wdsh to concede Barrick a 
share of the claim in a joint ven- 
ture. Outrides 


were 


upset by the deal. Even more 
upsetting was last week's reve- 
lation by Mr Walsh that the po- 
tential gold resources might 
have been overstated 
The statement came a few 
days after Bre-X’s chief geolo- 
gist, Michael de Guzman, fell 
800 feet from a helicopter to his 
death near the gold site. Local 
police claimed de Guzman had 
committed suicide. Meanwhile 
there are strong rumours that 
the US Securities and Exchange 
Co mmiss ion has begun an in- 
vestigation into the affairs of the 
company. The shares are quot- 
ed on the American Nasdaq ex- 
change as well as in Toronto, 


Calgary and Montreal ex- 
changes. The SEC refused to 


In Canada , the Ontario Secu- 
rities Commission has begun an 
investigation. 

One New York stockbroker, 
Andrew Racz, director of re- 
search at Bishop Rosen, is can- 
ing for the US government to 
investigate the Bre-X affair 
“Oarer regulation is dearly 
now needed for mining erolo- 

ratirwi companie s partinilaTiy as 
we have a genuinely global 
market through the Internet 
which allows insider trading in 
offshore accounts outside any 
government regulation.” 


ING Barings chairman set to leave London 


John Willcock 


Hessel Linden bergh, the chair- 
man of ING Barings who super- 
vised the rescue of the British 
merchant bank by the Dutch fi- 
nancial giant ING two years ago, 
is returning to Amsterdam hav- 
ing steered the subridiaiy to “ac- 
ceptable” levels of profitability. 

The news came as ING Bar- 
ings announced it had made a 


profit in the first quarter of 1997 
which, for the first time, passed 
ING’: S minim um “hurdle” for all 
its investments, of 11 per cent. 

ING Barings made a pre-tax 
profit of 120m guilders 
(£38.7m) last year, although 
Aad Jacobs, chairman of the 
ING group, did not say how 
much it made in the first quar- 
ter of 1997. Of the 1996 profit, 
70m guilders came from ING 


Barings, and 50m guilders from 
Barings Asset Management 

“Barings has not quite satis- 
fied what we envisaged for it,” 
said Mr Jacobs, adding that ING 
bad invested over 2bn guilders 
in Barings since they rescued it 
two years ago after the 
discovery of massive unauthori- 
sed tradii^loss^ by Nfoklie- 
son in Barmg’s Singapore office. 

Mr Lindenberm wfll be re- 


placed by Marinos Mmd«fioud, 
another Amsterdam insider, 
who wffi have the task of merg- 
ing ING's corporate banting unit 
ING Bank International with 
ING Barings. Under project 
“Blueprint” foe newly merged 
bank win retain the name ING 
Barings and will be based in the 
London division’s present offices 
at 60 London ^1L 
There are no old “Barings 


hands" on the newly 
snbsidiar/s mam board. Of the 
two London-based members 
of tire board, Peter Bermett was 
recruited fro m UBS by ING 
since the rescue, wh3e Peter 
Geraghty was always an ING 
man m the UK. Jeremy Palmer, 
who will be the director re* 
sponsible for Asia, joined Bar- 
ings before toe ecash, from JP 
Morgan- 



comic 




On the basis that a picture 
mints a thousand wards. 
Credit Lyonnais Laing has 
used a lavish fflostranon on 
toe cover of its “UtiGties un- 
der Labour” circular, which 
did so much to move share 
prices yesterday. - 

The idea of using a car- 
toon to brighten up Laing’s 
dry analytical arguments was 
down to John Reynolds, the 
broker’s internal publishing 
supremo. And it worked. 

No sooner had the import 
of the areolar sunk in - that 
the threatened windfall tax 
was already factored in to 
utilities’ store prices and 
now they look cheap - than 
prices toot up. Par instance, 
against a failing market, 
FOwerGen rose 165b to 
608_5p while Severn Item 
put on 135p to 701p. 

Brace Bromley, one of the 
utilities team at Laxog, ex- 
plained: "The cartoon 
seemed to be the best way to 
take the sense of panic out 
of toe windfall tax." 

Another handful of circu- 
lars from Laing will use simi- 
lar cartoon covers this week, 
covering stores, breweries 
and mobile communications. 
It remains to be seen 
whether the graphics will be . 
able to work their magic on 
other sectors. 

Mr Bromley said: “We 
were eoine to use a ' 


People & B usiness 





Tony; they’re only windfalls. W»Ve not tooettng the tree* 


by the year 2000”. Christian 
Aid is also baddng the pro- 
ject. 

It’s good to see Sr Peter 
HsmL chairman of Land Se- 


nte hand in his pocket. I 
wonder what his bankers, led 
fay Lloyds Bank, make of it 
an? Lunds has made hefty 
profits rathe past few years 
from writing back South 
American debt it had previ- 
ously written off. 


of a Monopoly board, but 
Waddington’s said they 
would sue us if we did.” 


Who would have guessed 
that Britain’s biggest land- 
lord, Land Securities, is in 
favour of abolishing Third 
World debt? 

This commendably in- 
ternationalist approach was 
given form this week when 
Land Securities announced 
its sponsorship of the MiHot- 
nzum Countdown Clock in 
London's Piccadilly Circus. 

The dock is the brainchild 
of an organisation called Ju- 
bilee 2000 winch wants to 
give less-developed countries 
a fresh start by “a one-off 
slashing of Third WOrld debt 


The firs that the London 
staff Of Nippon Credit Bank 
heard about its intention to 
- dose all operations outside 
Japan was when they read 
about it in the papers. . 

Apparently matters were 

not improved by a “perfunc- 
tory” staff meeting, accord- 
ing to insiders. The gloom 
among local employees con- 
trasted with the evident de- 


American, Scott p Moser, to 
be their new claims director. 
Mr Moser, 46, joins Equius 
from Envision Gains Man- 
agement of New Jersey, 
where he managed the as- 
bestos, pollution and health . 
hazard claims faced by the 
Thlegen group of insurance 
companies. 

- -Hes other experience in 
the cut and tfamt of corpo- 
rate litigation - and it 
doesn’t get any rougher than 
in the US - includes being 
vice president of environ- 
mental and excess claims at 
Aetna Casualty and Surety of 
Connecticut, where he was 

iSr^asbcstos antibeSth* 
hazard chums. 


A spate of corporate musical 
chairs yesterday included 


in London, who can now re- 
nun to Japan and exchange 
our capital's grimy tube for 
gleaming bullet trains. 


The people at Eqititas, toe 
vehicle set up to run off 


Lloyd's of London’s pre-1992 coroor 
liabilities as part of the mar- wflf be 


keft rescue package, have 
obviously wised up to toe liti- 
gious future of sndi claims. 
They have turned to an 


Tfedmology to become fi- 
nance director at Babcock, 
the engineeri ng gro up. 
Meanwhile at BTR Philip 
Aiken has resigned as a di- 
rector to join Broken Hill 
Proprietary Company, the 
Australian mining group, as 
executive genera] manager, 
rate development. He 
replaced % Ffctar 
Robinson, currently chief ex- 
ecutive of AO ftu&agmg. 


■f. 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country 


Argenfrra 
Austria 
Brad 
China 




Ghana 

Greece 

htfa 

Kuwait 


Staffing 

Dofiar 

Country 

Storing 

DoBar 

18416 

09999 

tegerla 

140210 

8S4000 

B27T7 

11.7417 

Oman 

06321 

Q3860 

17364 

15578 

PBMstan 

658032 

400799 

13826 

82989 

PhHppjnes 

433107 

263800 

55818 

34019 

Portugal 

275279 

■B7720 

62139 

50030 

Qatar 


36410 

306470 

68080 

Russia 


574300 

433S93 

364540 

South Africa 

72535 

44180 

568325 

358450 

Taiwan 

452644 

275700 

04973 

03029 

UAE 

80305 

38731 


Forward rates quoted high to low ere at a dtecowit: subtract tram spot i 
Ratequatad low to high are at a premium: add to spot rats 

•DoBar rates quoted « redpiocau. 

Fur ttwlaiesl foreign exchange istescaK 0831 1233030. 

Otite cost SOp par minute. 
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UK 
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Money Market Rates 
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Tourist Rates 


£ Buys 

AustrataCDoOn) 20223 

Austria fiJcMUngg) 16.7200 

Ba^unitponcs} 949000 

Canada|Daflara) 22150 

Cyprus/Ponds) 0.7946 

DanmaiWtamr) 162050 

Hokn3(QuWart) 29790 

Rnland(Maite) 79900 


£ Buys 

FtaflceflRnnGa) 69500 
GemanyfUafta) 26600 
&««ce{0™cmw3 4250000 
Hong Kongpclm) 123600 
Ireland [Punts] 1.0040 
HritfUre) 28850000 

Japcaiffen) 199OTD 

Mrtta/Uri) 00900 


E Buys 

Nsw2nland(DaBn) 22875 
NorweyfKroner) 100160 
Portugat^Kudon} 257.0000 
SpalrKPaarta*) 2240000 
9waden(Ktanca) 121500 
Swttn«tand(FranciJ 23000 
Tuitayfljrt) 2011100000 
Uhttad SMtmfDohaa) 16050 


Uffe Financial Futures 
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Uffe FTSE Index Option mmanar 

Stetfamant price: 4234 ctoefag offer price 


CpH/Pm 


Series 
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4200 
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4300 

TotaVnte 
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-- 

May 
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87/128 

-- 
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90/130 

-- 
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“ h ifb mia tton professionals rank 
Financial Times I n for ma tion as the most 
important UK business inform a tion provider" 


A imna l Bns mc w bdamaTi cn Survey 1996, 
ftivtovl ! 4iJnw.Mi M« l l i,i 


Bnandal Times Iufonnatian jHtfwidescsilineiirfbtiiialkHi 
ftran over 5j000 business sources camprsing 43 nriOiaa 
ctocumeaUs, as well as a database of 3^ noQk» securities 


For mote mfcnmtiaD contact Andrew Hum on +44 171 825 8420, 
tff <ajjsilnfo@fLa*n tofrecie»niitoriocrgcrwce>, watou r wdgite: 
liiifojW+inftiJtctiin/ 
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FINANCIAL TIMES 
Information 


FINSTAT “ instant PC access to Financial Tunes Statistical data. 
For further information,- call Leeanxte Gilliar at FT Information 
on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ftxom 
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Becher's Brook proves 
fatal for Coonawara 


Racing 

RICHARD EDMONDSON " 
reports from Aintree 

"^compelling and cruel nature 
of Aintree was quickly evi- 

S 22 S 3 5 le, ^f ■ no 

more thrilling sight than watch- 
ing equine mountaineers tack- 
! e . big fences, but 

mherently no greater threat of 
fatality.. Coonawara provided 
capressrye arguments for both 
those who delight in and revile 
the unique demands of Uver- 
pool, skippimj thriBiqgJy over the 
great walls ofspruoe until a mis- 
talresuddenly ended his life. 
The 11-year-old crumpled 
on landing at Becher’s Brook 
and was immediately pulled 
up. A broken femur meant he 
had to be put down. In the last 
race of the day, a hurdle event. 
Silver Shred shattered her near- 


There was plenty of damage 
elsewhere in the John Hughes 
Trophy. The Frog Prince was 

pulled up with a suspected frac- 
tured near-fore and his future 
was placed in the hands of 
those at the Animal Hospital an- 
nexe of Liverpool University. 
Romany Creek was also pulled 
up lame and bandaged up for 
travel back to Newmarket. 

The casualties were not re- 
stricted to the horses. Three 
jockeys were pummelled in a 
first fence pile-up and had their 
prospects of riding in tomor- 
row’s Grand National jeopar- 
dised. Carl Llewellyn, Jamie 
Evans and Robert Thornton 
were ferried to Fazakerley Hos- 
pital for x-rays to determine the 
extent of their injuries. Evans 
was later passed fit to ride Mu- 
goni Beach in the National. 

Master Boston, who is also 


entered in the National, hard- 
ly showed his liking for the ob- 
stacles in the John Hughes by 
unseating Richard Guest at the 

second. Among the 40 declared 

frWtknUi ■ « 


wru uup wumex MlaSr 

Jer Oat s, wbidi raeaig there wffl 
be a m a xim um of nine horses 
m the handicap proper. 
Master Boston was actually 

he and the rideri^^^^^mSar 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Mr Boston 
(Aintree 2L45) 

NB: Unguided Mlssfle 

(Aintree *L20) 

causing wild confusion in the 
dosing stages. Glenn Tbnney on 
the leader. Bells life, could 
have been forgiven for believing 
he w as the subject of a con- 
spiracy as the unmanned hors- 
es first almost forced htm to 
jump an extra fence and then 
shepherded him across to the 

E aintbjee 

J: Ask To«u and Viking Flagship, 

:ond and third behind 
MARTHA’S SON in the two-mile 
Queen Mother Champ! mi Omw, 
will find it difficult to reverse the 
plaangs on a track that will suit Tim 
Forster's quick-jumping nmner 
even better . Tbda/s trip is half-s- 
mile longer than at Cheltenham, a 
factor that certainly helps Strong 
Promise to join the argument. 

I cca • 

3J0: Cyborgo was not disgraced in 
the Gold Cap at the Festival and 
takes an easier opposition today. He 
win be at cramped odds, however, 
and BEAR CXAt^frxsn a stable hit- 
ting form, is worth chancing. 

CQQ 

3AS M r Boston is a short-priced 
favourite but may be best an an eas- 


other side of the corase oo the 
run-in. The partnership snr- 
vircd the jostfing to win: 

Ah earlier casualty, in the 
Martell Cep, was the mighty 
grey One Man, but thnnH to 
RkjQirilJunntxKly’sjudidOQS 
thinking he will ' live to fight 
again, Towards the end of the 
first circuit the Irishman's yel- 
low silks began to take on the 


as & became dear tfie race was 
over for one combatant 

‘Tason pjtley] was the first to 
say ‘you’ve burst, you’ve burst 
[a blood vessdT, and 1 looked 
down and had blood on my 
breeches," Dunwoody reported 
“Merry Gale had a red tongue 
tie and I just wondered whether 
it might be blood coming from 
him as I was behind him, but 
then he came past me.” 

The grey's immediate sub- 
mission left Barton Bank to 
stride on for victory. Of the 11- 
year-old’s, manifold qualities 
one seems to be a terrible 
memory. Barton Bank has tak- 

HYPERIONTS 


ier surfac e The valacbeT is BLDE 
CHKMt- This 11 -year-old per- 
forms best an fast ground. 

□□□ ' 

42fc Rmst Iroty excelled when 

fourth to Istabraq in the. Royal 

gwfiAnMnw. Him lleatfOirft iftwhaiwi 

Thzrs Bridge was unplaced in the 
Stayers' Hnnfle but this track 
should b e to his Hking. MENT- 
MORE TOWERS arrives here a 
fresh horse with pfesiy of potential. 


en somefJbomble falls is bis ca- 
reer and if he recollected any 
.. single one of those he wo old 
sor«(jr refine to board a hone- 
bas bound fbrAmoee. *1110 old 
horae has been running consis- 
tently well all season and he's 
>u»m his condition better than 
. he’s ever held it in his life," 
David Nicholson, the winning 
framer, said. “Be desejves.to 
win a big ate. He gives himself 
more chance to jump these 
daps because he nsedio be very 
fr^Tbd^te went round with 
the reins m loops, relaxed.” 

The most a^cat manifesto of 

the week .Was produced by the 
Tfcmpfc CMting trainer, who 
also SDQxeded with Escarte- 
figue and Midnight Legend 
(whose owner, Stan Qaxte, is 
represented by the favourite, 
Lord Gyllene, m the National). 

A further Nicholson horse. 
Mulligan, mixed ' jumping 
prowess with sudden calamity. 
After Flying Instructor had 
bailed out three out in the 
MaghuTl Novices’ Chase, it ap- 
peared the little chestnut would 
succeed. At the faBqwmg fence, 
however, be threwhiassetf to die 
floor, leaving Squire Silk to 
cause furthe r wockfor the fence 
bufideis at the last before Emp- 


The fortunes of Squire Silk’s 
jockey, Jamie Osborne, some- 
how encapsulated the day. Af- 
ter this success he said: 
“Whoever’s up there in the sky 
was obviously looking after me. 
I hope I haven’t used up all my 
luck for the meeting." 

An hoar later the well of good 
fortune did run dry. LOpera 
touched down headfirst in the 
Glenlivet Anniversary Hurdle 
and reminded Osborne that at 
Aintree it pays to celebrate the 
good times immediately. 





sport 

Singspiel on 
top of world 


Jerry Bailey celebrates his devastating victory on 
Singspiel in the world's richest race, the Dubai World 
Cup, yesterday Photograph: Julian Herbert/Allsport 


SUE MONTGOMERY 

reports from Dufcsf 

This sport truly came of global 
age here last night as Singspiel 
proved himself the best horse 
in the world. The five-year-old. 
who had already won at the 
highest level on grass in Cana- 
da and Japan, transferred bis 
talents to efirt with devastating 

effect to take a dramatic second 

running of the world’s richest 
race, tfie $4m (£15m) Dubai 
Wbrid CbpL The success took his 
ings to over $5<fim. 

The li ttle five-year-old, bred 
nnrf raised in Ireland, trained in 
Newmarket by Michael Stoute, 
ridden by the American Jerry 
Bailey and owned by Sheikh 
Mohammed, threw his big rac- 
ing heart out in front of him and 
chased it to the finish as he bat- 
tled home in front of the two 
challengers from the United 
States, the stablemates Siphon 
and Sandpit. The locally based 
Key Of Luck was fourth, an- 
other American, Formal Gold, 
finished fifth and Australia's 
Ju gg ler was a gallant sixth. 

But racing’s richest prize 
packed triumph and tragedy in 
equal measure, for as Singspiel 
crossed the line, the Japanese 
contender, Hokuta Vega, lay fa- 
mily injured. The mare, winner 
of more than $8m in her home 
country, clipped the back- 
pedalling heels of Even Top as 
the field bunched for the home 
turn, and broke a foreleg as she 
crashed. Bijou D'Inde was 
brought ddwn as he tried to hur- 
dle ter inert form, but was not 
seriously hurt His rider, Jason 
Weaver, broke some teeth and 
was taken to hospital. 

* Bailey, 39, now has something 
of a monopoly on World Cup 
winners, having scored on Cig- 


ar in last year's inaugural rim- 


ing Singspiel handy on the rails 
as ftumaJ Gold and Siphon led 
an arrowhead down the back 
stretch, with Sandpit and Key Of 
Luck riding shotgun. 

In the three -furlong straight, 
as the jockeys began the shift to 
drive position, Bailey had yet to 
see daylight, but knew he had 
some horse under him. “I had 

no reason to push the panic but- 
ton.” Bailey said. “I was on the 
bridle, and there was a long way 
to go." The gap appeared just 
after the two-furlong marker, 
and Singspiel's response was im- 
mediate as he dived past For- 
mal Gold and Siphon. 

**I know Stpnon is lough; 
I’ve ridden against him often 
enough and most of the time 
you don’t get by him," Bailey 
added. “The fact that we did 
says a lot for SingspieL It was 
his first time on dirt but he was 
fast enough to stay close, so he 
had the kickback only on his 
chest, not his face. But the way 
he was tonight he would have 
gone through anything." 

Stoute, who has master- 
minded Singspiel’s interna- 
tional campaign with the 
utmost skill, said: “This is a 
proper horse, tough and so, so 
brave. He has already proved 
he is top class on tun, but to 
come here and do it on the 
sand as well is overwhelming. 
I had hoped he was ready for 
the race when it was aban- 
doned on Saturday; he was def- 
initely ready for this. It was a 
wonderful moment." 

Richard Man della, whose 
Siphon gave him the runner-up 
spot for the second time, was 
generous in defeat “It’s a chok- 
er, but I underestimated the tal- 
ents of Singspiel and Michael 
Stoute, ana they beat me fair." 


John Willcocfc 


Hyperion 

2L00 Sanmartfno 420 Mentmore Towers 

235 Martha's Son (nb) 450 ASHWELL BOY (nap) 

3JL0 Bear Claw 5u20 Bertone 

3.45 Blue Cheek . • 

GOING: Good. 

■ Two left-hand counts. Grand Notional dxcnfc to 2n£f and tztongntor with « run-in of 
almost 600 yds. Hasrire spruce and flr fences, several wtti a sleep drop on the landing 
ride. Mildnwy drrnii la I rallf round with conventional .‘park* tenets. 

■ C-ounc to HE of city. 1m from the M57 on the ASS. Aintree Mkm (sored toy L*vw 
pool, UmcStjadJoiiw course. ADMISSION: County Aintree Koof 520; Cottony Stud Hoof 
or reserved seel S20; Queen Moihg Stead Boat or iwavedeeat MO; Gtaa B ee t Bau dot 7; 
County Lawn SI 6; TaUtrsaDsilO. HAH PACK: Cocucy £15; Central £5. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: D rikhoiam- 10 wtatenrfron 56 rramfta 1 
ghw a wtwsa nUio of 1 7.9tb end a km to SI KM Make Ct&MH&N Tartanm-Dariaa - 9 
•drovers, 50 rnnnere, 18.9%, -11.62; M Pipe -9 winners, 68 name®, 112%, +£14J0D;KC 
BaHey- 7 wfjmns, 27 nmnejs, 25-fl%, ^S6J55. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: N WQHaxwon - 9 wtanos.44 rides,80«5,-*LS8; ADofcMa- 

7 wtaiwra, 24 ilden, £9-2%, +i 10.62; G Bradley- 6 wtnMas, 38rkka. 21.4*, -43.62; G 
BnuDey -C women, J8 rides, 3M%. 4142. .- 

BUNKERED FIRST TUIE: None. WINNERS IN TBEiAST SEVEN MSS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEKS: THZasC Lad (WS) has been sen 260 idea lyMJ Robots 
Own BodJc Sireei Green. Bust Buses; Fade#* (3AB) *T«wfNtoo*>d (M0 M«S«7 rifle* 
byMr, DMCft»J&wnS<R»«1ArWge.gaKSu»^ 

l o Aril MARTELL MERSEY NOVICE HURDLE (CUSS A) £20000 
added 2m 4f 


1 UI6 SWAURIWO (K£J (2*) BtfltxioarO D Mrixton5 11 5-_ ; » t» Mii» 

2 11-1111 WWELmdS}fftoMW«8m8l — fltoro 

3 11F231 C0UI»«EPWnel*dawn(H«ito"<nE«M^»5lll — NWm>b 

4 10 DEMWSBra«(a«J(The0t8Ctwanto)MPlpe5U3 cu—* 

5 3032 EMTUSIBW8 {US4> W (BF) (Den* fag HW> H Had c511l-... ; ...-_lMlQn 

G 12-3 EWER RE3SHV08EH142] (RwBerBeood IAbJ F%nar5111 — IFTM^ 

7 411 mmwwtiii) (SuuakMsateflJLtjff 5113 J 

s 1-20100 ia«n«mon8t23»rotm<^^ *** ?*"“ 

9 100521 JOHN DWWI CM) tfettw lertW) P WWto 6 U L--—--. IM> 

10 limo USS DC MOR (8HJ (63j (tfl On 0 

U 602 mumcE psxjw airtwfij . — cujjja 

13 014046 WCOUWMW^Mag^ W yM^WSlOlO —* '*»“*■ 

WTTMB- T 1 r—»wtfcin T 1 Miaam. 11 1 ffanA Pn ~, , 

UM; sever snmd 5 10 12 J iiw 12-1 (M PtDrt 10 «w 

FORM GUDE - • - • 

hareLLO'S unDeatan iecad B put on the line aeRtna dw uarou gtayngtypa a nBrorotl- - 

no But Merello rias been ahapdtg all alone SB If sf» wuM an 

Hue uaiiis agt jrit. the tonaartnpte wroa tostat SwwCmtMWffllO 


' MURMIMBJJNG CHASE (CUSS A) fTSjOOOaddsd^^^^^ 

1 61-1212 A5RE»ip3>tC)(aTSgiWt-aowi}T'agB1110 .UttonM? 

2 133(241 MWtM , SS0N{233{q(Pjtortfpd)O|iTFasiwl01110 Jtlw 

3 ■ 121415 Smn«raaMSE(n)(D)(Bf)GAIiifcK0GMtad6Utf NUHoron 

4 1M4S3 )*MFLmW>pn}fa)}lWFto*lto*BtaD>tctotcnlt>lllD — Eft— u» 

-4daehn<- 

DBIMG:64IMMSn, MJhmPiMito, 10030 Mklbn 4-lVBfeglhCMF 
3SHe Wk«n«dA>011 MAP McQy 5-2 ©fWutron) 4 no 

KMM 8UBE 

STRONG PROMISE heswon five out of nine »er fences and nada fpWem autumn »fcti vfc- 
TDrios at Huriogdon, Ascot (tMloe) and CMtanham UasktesSnlBhing second is ChaBanger 
Du Luc In tt» MutpIV’o Gold Cud «t too War vanua. Ha was troswi r*te lonShs tv Merttro’i 
Soa-ln the CTuvripion Cltasa adsr btundedng at the thiid last The suspicion 1c tbei he vuould 
haw been twoton arqMv. but the mtststaa wes a v*al ono. Aithouafi Martha's Son Jumps . 
ijulch i«x( didc, he has aiioys looked prono to "mtastng one ouT. Yea hB owrod reconl bur- 
gets such tots ere aaQNoted and hfs nim of tool motes Km a fcrmHoble too. AakTtan 
kx*s better wWioecJl run and iWs sound jwnper’B FestSwN second to Marthas Son was Ns 
b—Ubnneotel^MEflMMIRv bomr thwi iangtHetChcttBrhani, tame dflisrent leagro 
to ttlesd In tonro afpf&B-money V»on and te'wi a hat-trie* In tfcfc race (Martha's Son a dose 
tMd two yean <w4. . ;A . . .. j_.. Satadfan^STRONQ PROMISE 

|VqA| MUMM MUMMY NOVICE CHASE (CUSS A) BH 
L==li £35^)00 added 3m If 

1 Sinaia JOOCIOUSCAratMtaoUianK RMrotiMosJSB»yl0117 ^-JUrCStang 

.2 013F3U UM urn HIM OB WMdariJtdaonBooiiBOcfcl We SSmft7.il 7 itowMffwt 

3 UAH BWOM»iaMIl^RxdlUriM0Stow»d8114 ^ __l(M«aaB 

4 2R32P IOCHHOIEiBOr|28)tIIwBMqrBqdN'MmvOMn7 1M — i 6IM 

5 132-211 CHOniBLCniDIKnnflXdwnD^ LVftar 

6 4W92 CSKTOM BIDBHY pT) [FUntOalH^ G Rfctodl 7 11 4 FCwtwiy 

7 i*-iiio mow mm fOougsuH conoid rdmuiui^ 

-7taM- 

BIM lid M toMoaae toft 1M Mr CM H lb* lot f** 7-1 Ctopol Cm- 

Ma. 12-1 Crown Enaawy, 14-1 toMao ffQlWi 
199E: MfeVtn Ban S 11 M 9 Hart* 7-2 IB RUnfed 7 an 

. . . . . FORM BUIDE . 

Wtthout the benafle of Imwlng the wet *t«a of fiotrift it la doubOU If CSAorio MD be at 
hie best round ttfc sharp oouroe If tfie ground Is diytng out This Ima has it* abflRy to*o 
dose bi next year's Gold Cup rfwn ttaaB conations, but he Esofl going to ba dffloJtto 
beat here, own V tnero Is a BtUe cut underfoot, assumtng he has bounced back tram Ms 
Cheftenham aenfona Mien «Wh in Mr Munpui in «» Gold Cun taat month. Our CM 
matt Ito maMng up into a tonrtttattejoft-BTXmd st^tng ohasar, wNta Buddroeso Bar. 
who ho been beaten by Cyborg) at Newbuy and CftMWwthta naaon, ran below- par m 
the RojrolSunNBanoa Chase an gnund much ftster than ha eves lor. Rcodd be that that 
BnundeondUons rt> bitig THE LAST FUMBImo the amntenL KeacteonadaedBurtea, 
burttn some spdnff In fla wrf and > Is Just a quMtfon of whether his auspea jumping 
stands the teat He was, hoeewr, «fl going wal In the SUWlans when unsesoing Rfchan) 
Guests the tour* tan. S elec t io n: THE LAST FUNG 


IQAEI MARTELL FCK HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS B) 
£20^000 added 2m 8f (band National course) 

1 ' PP&44F MBomUM(iM)(DjCBdadOQatBrl212D-: 

2 /1RS2-1- BUtaraW«BBaaham»Jt*honlll20 ; ; 

3. onwil- CHUFQ(R(S12)(NcAVIne|AVlcuDernll0120 

4 MJ05-2B COUaRriMKiaENtSU 0AsMCriopBlTMbA»16120 


5 4U20-P0 IMMG0(32)lMmQaianaBnrtnaah||)MsDGGsall2120 MrWGowMl 

6 PP3M63 FOfDSItNM (24) CJaneNaenderlJ Meander 8 120 HrJaMAkmder 

7 3F/2-PC2 ORBONny(10)OitalMOul^MNODu1inyl212O MwNCMww 

8 0PWH2 8KBAIBHIMI(U|IMaiHidiHani)JFUdBnelll20 MrCMitMHa 

9 RK2P-1P H»««rHVE(20)aa^ Swan Boota) lady SusanftuoHe9120 MrUPJoaas 

10 P65-035 KeSDMCER{157)|MsDLWea0)ROdanl212O MrJMPdkMl 

11 W&383 IMrrRa>0mW8Nt4D9n|i[e@) 13120 MrWMugaiB 

12 4^-111 IKBOSniM(28)0t)MKOUhgn4MsMRaHlvl212O Mr S 9dm 

13 . 211 imsr UB m PM HfeWM Roberts 12 12 0 MrPHacMng 

14 U42S2-5 VDUNBMMR0D (31) S J DMaM M bD&MI 10120 MrGMaflC 

-lAdadmd- 

BETTMCt B-4 Hr Boston, 4-1 BMa dwelt, 11-2 OHatry TanDBro, 7-1 CNDpoec, 8-1 Young Hrorod, 
9-1 tribal Ud, 14-1 WefcMbma, Matt MM, 18-1 ttbotahaa, 20-1 otfans 
1998: Rokng BH CH) 13 12 0 14 R 7-2 (S Bradahart) 20 m 

FORM GUIDE 

■few Cheek looted grod when wtndr^ at Lutflow lSd^s ago, mataneal and jundhgsowd- 
|y, andfaatltfi BOtrod w ould not wony hfcn, but Ms m ai pada n oe of iBgaedon fences could 
catch him out and MR BOSTON looks the prospect even 0ven that fan, V ary, of his rivals 
dtaoeasif they can cepitBHse. on the (act that he probably prefers salt Bound ante suffer 
stamina vast ton days. GMtlhepoasIbto shortcomings. Mr Boston ts no good thins, but 
ha to wwofthe leadiighisaBr-chaiara. S a l e c Matc MR BOSTON 

BB1E B*OQllE SEFTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS EBBSM 
Ll^lJ A) £30J)00 added 3m 110yds SMSl 

1 2-21221 HIM 8W8IBI (36) (B) (Ms R J 9m) D Nctakon B 11 4 ItoRAoniM 

2 20-1124 FOBHI NORY (KC W (the Ud RxHstws RmnavhW D Ndxtoon 8 11 4 — RJotnaon 

3 .442300 HMDWOVHIUQ (MAMr&MnJtbOMlMONTMmnOBm5114 — Ouna%n 

4 22-1152 UDrFElAp7)(8MCtHrB)h Hendcffion7ll4 HHiiaf 

BV. 3221 IHIIMMEKMIRiffRMINRptosani) MsjntinBn5U4 BPoM 

6. W-1121 PRMQE PEACE (47) PtoA U DeV AODm H 7114 CFSwan 

7 010-2U SAUKM BRSZE (70) (U (Sabrtn tatog) N HmlBron B 11 4 MARb«eaM 

8 1-45012 9UiBll<nE(l2}mi)kMaBtotoadi«iKlMMaJPanan5114 IFTHay 

9 3-40511 aw«iniJRU(3eAbslMBWinen)NTwiUFtMsB114 CMBM 

10 541211 ST0WrFASSAK(2E)nnrUiA) P Hobbs 7 11 4 — RDtmaoW 

11 121560 IMPS BRDCE (22) (UahaTiealayS)nlcaejCUann 6114 HMkaB 

12 06-1122 VMHMmm(WESBiflJ(M7U4 IDstoan 

-Udedarad- 

BEmK; 44 Farad My, Ymd^ M HaaMn Toma, Frivata Poan, 94, Tms Mfe 2124. 
smwa Bnmm, 1<-1 Sprfcg Doobia, aiaraw Pusa^s, 16-1 Lady fata, S8vnr Ibync, 20-1 otheis 
1996: PteaarB 9wnsd B 11 B P Cartaiy 14-1 (P rtihd 15 rwi . 

FORM GUDE 

YMflM has sarvsd up om> exceBent effents to ba second to Tidymuny Tolf In the Tote Book- 
makers Sandoan Hurda and to Phanrteer h the Hardet Odd Card at Ctwttanham and Judg- 
ing from dion runs it would appear that an astandad three mles on Bwdy Bound on dw 
ten oouraa w m sutrhbn u«a. He trawto ml hi his races, dthougi It to poMie (as Chel- 
tenham exertions haw left a mart Mentmom Tdwu seams aura to Ike the Bound and 
ha showed hfc appreciation of a nop up to three mBas with a most impmsdw vwn at Ut- 
tnooBter teat time. He has had a sympathetic buHd-up to this race and looks a danger with 
Nb untapped potential. Frimt hwy ran a Beet race » be fourth to btebraq at Cheltenham 
(2m 58 conBidBnng he took a hefiy bump at iha second last. He **d be entecdw at thto 
lonftertripbutittopMsaaehaviould Iha some proper cut underfoot Lady PM Dees the 

top or the Bound but It Is not (fltflcult to Ima^ne one ortwo bdng too 0au Ar ins strange- 

ly-nwned geUnfl, whin Private Puce to a to an bmrasting Irish raider who mn a bumper 
on the jpod id Ann but has done his winning ouer hurdles In the mud. He ms not a wel 
. hom when beaten at Punchestown in November but came back to wtn a Grade Three event, 
there In February andis fresher then most Ha has non over Bro mles and sbt and preba- 


Uy has the necessary stamina. Setaea Breeze, Stormy Passage, Sfiuer Ihyna (a Sta- 
demate of IMertmom Towers) and tarn Bridge are ail capable of rtmnmfi well although the 
last-named has a btt to find vwh YWwi on Sandown handcar tom. beaig 3te wone torjiot 
overflwierfDw. S elec tio n: YAFM 

[4i50| HANDICAP HU93LE (CLASS B) £17,500 added 

1 33-1233 CASllE SUEH 1 (Q) p) Bod Vtestoyi P Mellon 8 12 0 — . ..Ria l— on 

2 OPO-KI2 AUEBABOH (Z3){D) WeuinpeltoeiigCb43)unpe7ll 7 toriiBaiiV 

3 111-133 FB9flrAMir(22)(0)(JGoocQMiMFMfly7110 PMmb 

4 51-605R TRABCHEB0J2Z) fQ(Krt(j!Hffl*staTetfl«))MRpe5109 CIMtoB 

5 F1-4PF2 saauni wMfp^isaBBMwmpvawasftft aitoprtr 

6 1-23223 GMESCilVMBI(62}(SBl8aRBaE)DGando8]91D6 R0am4f 

7 53-3414 C*DOUBOU)[FH3(4U EAW«S(*l]Mnpe61II4 C F Seen 

8 12P-0U HBCtdCr 04 (Robert OBfeNGndBds 11 101 PCWtWiy 

B 114434 OUnD(€2}fCO)(IMI«adMH*imrd7100 ItoCBoearon 

ID 0-PQ111 5tBffHUR<34)(D)(]iwVtedtand HaLtffatBm810O IFTRtoy 

11 S45-P0 LXKfBUJE(57)(DIFRNewini)SbnonEsiBlOlDO NWHaanD 

12 0-31240 MHBnE(22)6MVhflMiSUfiams6100 DMdgnlar 

13 83400 WEU.MMB1 (37) Bl^ey l^rtneisNp LkQ J J Otiei 8 10 0 dOOMM 

-13 teM- 

Mmmm 10 a 7ne handcRi sK/ffc Shaittn* 9st life LucliyHto 9to AmUedOeEBaj. 

BEtlMB: 9-2 Fmy A Day, 6-1 Cufle Sweep, Gto CavaBar, 192 Astonl Boy, 7-1 Cado^pid, 
FHddqy, 8-lMegMJaa, 94. Ootsat, ID-1 SbedfflM-, 2S-lMiBdde, 33-1 others 
1996: Ou&a 8 30 1 Mr C Bonner 7-1 (M Harmed) 18 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

OUTSET was a ^my-raccd horse when wtrrtne thto 12 months 303 and there could be bet- 
tro te conw Bom tNs sewTHeaNtid Wvaae trabtar, Mtoky Hammond, a hopeM thK his hore- 
os are out of the woods after a lean sped Outsat has a lime Wt mom on his plate on a higher 
mark Owi 12 months ego, but «0m on IOglwH enjoy iha Bound more then most. Ha 
Is 18b better in with ABafftion then when beaten 17 toneths-plua by that hone at Hay- 
dock that month and there not many ftwnmnng types to take him on. One thxHos to | 
ctmlnate Is Lucky Bbie. out of form fora white but rflf6cuU To pass on hs day. he has had , 
a recent run on the FtaL Peony A Day seams sure to S> weS. He ran wel Wien placed m ! 
The Ladbrole and looked a picture at Cheltenham when his performance matched he tttW 
to Bama Boy. He is effactM at this tep and codd be the main danger gsnmg a stone tmm 
Castle Sweep, who is smart enough to win teto. Asbwefl Boy is bom a stadia dtoiwng 90ts 
cf a iM and ha to beck to good 10m judged on a Newbury second to KadatoreTwhen 
probably unlucky nano win. SoJoetiorc OUTSET 

jgj2Qj PBIWERJOUET HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B)£15J)00 added 

1 3-1222F UNGUDD RB5IE (22Q (D) (D E HMSOri) G RUartk 9 12 0 RDarooeA) 

2 2-13145 CALLITAlHy{2R9iajaraln)DlidWkon7U9 RJMsh 

3 4P2-112 CAB0HIMKO(22)(C0)HF)(NHuBQMsURwtoeyU101 lOsbama 

4 1-12344 En»g(lll)PitaKaTyJDu9eyiKBaWy8101— XOUwyor 

5 U3HJ31F GCNEWU. POtSHMS [0)0 E ftrcal D fehrisoi 11 10 1 MW wren 

G 21-0484 ML FOR UJCH (21) (CD) (B J Craig) M Hpe 12 100 CFSwoo 

7 224122 RVHH8H BULDS (31) (Q) (MBs L V RtsseB USS L V Ansel 10 10 0_—»A Ibcnton 

8 2U16P- WUMP (30Q (CD) |C SbKy) Ms J SKny8 100 MrCSteny 

MMnm 20n. True we(pc4IFbr Lute OkIUA Fsefcigli fluftfc HB 8ft, wuArvfisrQto. 
BEflMG: 5-2 UaBMed MMe, 7-2 CM it A Day, 6-1 Cab (to Xmga, 11-3 Bwtaw, 6-1 M For Uxh, 
81 FMattfi BiAIMM. CM PenUnf. 384 MAsp 
1996; AS For Luck 11 11 0 J Loms' 11-1 [M ppeQ 8 ran 


Ua0)89ron81O2. 


HYPERION 

9 in Mcfc The Yank 245 Six Ctefits 320 Hetfa 
A Dancer 3J55 Rustic Mr 430 Grwsnmount Lad 
5XK) Gtenugla 

P°™h^ 4 Drid^Mto« eourae. Kw fences and lonR mn-tn on 

from Stockton rsatton (8m) or Durttam sadon ( !&")• AD- 
MISSION: Paddock 88 (OAPs 14); Counw S3. CA* FAKE: Pad- 
dork S2. others free. 


BUNKEKEDFBtSTTMBi BrwMdE Dntar tf- 1 ®- G * mBd 

LAST SKVKN DAIS: None. 

. UM WTTMNKKS! Mkk Tie Tank 13- 1 0) h» been 


!ggs;sss r.sa*» 

MS!»*SSSSSMWfflS- 

1 added 2m 5f Uflyds 

1 W*WMgCB» WlliAted»ailfl — M; 


j SSSBKSi^sSS 

i 


HYPERION 

iaSSS- JSy PARfc WMi nmMac ^ 


SSB^ssSSaEKBt^-*- 
■wsSBSt .— «***■ - 

gBFTRNDWDCEUABENSDtKES {CLASS 

r OOl ^£M50 «ktod 2VO 5f 

! 8 R!SSBSaa 2 i=== 4 aa-- 


8 4MXX5 IICMH- V?i* prafl H OMr 7 JD 1 MOtorB 

9 Q30000 JUMP ima (M) tte h wntoie 10 o — jijim 

ID OOOOM3- WQ®n»CH«RJW8ri»8JOO SOM 

11 P00Q0 BQCONMLLMh'f4)B9iSCr4100 DPwtar 

12 036033 CRTIW UBH M 8 COBB 7 ID 0 Btatnffl 

13 00RG5 M«NNBfiEX[£t)Wlltor«aiDD >9«lBr(5) 

14 P«JFFP BHOOaa te mOKHt(B6).JHJobnstii71QO — ADMtaB 

15 OPOOOO- lMESFHE(SU)RBSir7 30 0 NHmtod) 

' * -Utoriasd- - 

MMrun MtgbC Kht 7hia/ant»ap rntfrarCtaon latySaiB^ltoari- 
onM Bft 12b, ErtnnWDMatlOfcWeSrtBflB 7B. 

BETTVM: t-1 Aruzbig Sal, S-t Arftv BM, 81 Dbat Forget CRtto, 
7-1 Mdi Ike YM. 81 Hmd s *, Reyal Bawd, 12-1 eft— 

10 A C T STANLEY RACING GOLDEN NUMBERS 

SERIES NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3JX)0 todded 2m 11 

i- /aaoo wwEtwrggflafconaiig.-. amm 

2 150041 «9Hliai«(S0)lteMRawtofSl±6: SlMp) 

3 50CR0P- 8B»Eir(B9a)NMwn8110 Jttetopa 

4 0056 MDBfflBlO«0O)W'nr»*«511O TIM 

5 033900 OHR5nra)(U9riKde7110 KJones 

6 21 SSBROUESt [151) M Hrmncrxl « U 0 D Mr 

7 04213 «CtHm(2flJftofiMt4ll0 J'UatyPJ 

8 SO BKMCtaHaiW tm}jateten6iio turnm 

9 0005 m ai m P I awtr (90) n Biff 5 ID 9 


10 -OU021 PM9DND BEACH (U) G MDM.4JD8 — JOA#aiffl 

11 70PUF M Bares 4 IDS- -STlRtarP) 

12 UJCWHD0FltM#9 n 41D3™. X«R»(7) 

S3 00 QUBnoUllsaa«WMtap!4103^S8R* 

9ETTMC: T-ZOxOarta. UMOmd, MOMaUBa^G-l Maps 
B« 81 9MJW, Bd. Lsd* MM 381 etMi 


0 BWKUMHmgMAM>y63— jRatoPeyroffiT 

5 fflWWGRMMMWittaitoM 

• toW0U»UR>terVrt89 PteBMayi 


BGnMR.1541 JtoaoosMw, 7-2 SaocML.Ll M RmIbB Bto- 

Bi,Ul) V l«aM l mtt|wNa,m8ln 

rs-BcI BAKERS LANE MADEN STAKES (CLASS 
"~Jd) £4£0O added flf 
1 tf NnS»?K$Rf*ranng495 _flCM«r4 


CMHniriWlireifl*3B12 MBfeHiyl 

3-3 I*EFW«HCI»rtPCoto3812 r T ?f"! 

HI4U9tJDudop3812 LDattoo6 

0663- ^'WUMI a»WCC (Mfl D Hqdn laws 3 8 12 -C Bdter 5 


6 UtUMMEfiUl 

; . -:6 

BEmtfcUDawWMlAMIU 

7JL MBM' VHtooa, hHMi' 


S-lURIi Auto, 6-1 CMdka fltoa. 


352332- AMMHBtae)>itoft»W9to4»41flO L - - ~- 

, . ft n j di r'T-ivT n^ 

506-620 DIBFilBIpQ) (CJ hllftdBddiT 1D0_— DRrortosa 6B 
JM333 mu*AHBBI£(U) (M) HUttmhn 4912 .. — — 
' ~ Tfl MMmrifcB 

310541 . amttamm (to m C Dapr 6912 M— — 

^ aXflflHBfl T T 

r««Ha CNB««2A P7)(0R D »My 4 93 BCMWi 


RT5?|1 WVSHB4GION HOSPITAL NOVICE CHASE . 
!_!=—] (CLASS D) £5^000 added 2m 110yds 

1 353133 UM HUS [DJ 988 Mom 81112 ICM 

2 0FP60P MHB0DOHWS(U)MUUaaMIBllO RJotosoe 

3 0FO6UB DBmaV WL P.7J VUnniBDn 9 11 0—Mr H Ttonswoa 

4 PMU3P eONEASHOREtTQM Banter 6 110 1 Ratos 

5 Burar usAuea.(099]SCha(to*huiio icm 

6 fflW-PO N060PVB RAVE M S Pkanrhdl 9 11 0_J4rT J teiy [7) 

7 0F4423 WnCH[Z9MWMBdy91ia AOoMfe 

8 000400 7inu« HOPE (U)E Crine 8 110 

MrMMI toMM W 

9 TO0W2 NteVTIIOOKEf ^3) U Tafuw 7 10 9_C HcCtnack (7) 

10 VWQ2F IBSADMX!BI(Sl)lyfaiLVREM51D7 M Mu 

11 D0ILP00 WBE8ArcSMlt(17)JHJC*fWn510 7_ JtSSMb 

-U0MM4- 

BEITtllSe 94 IWti Mto, 114 TaoTOdt, 4-1 Hrorto A Dam, 81 Nawtt- 
asttq, 10-1 Its A Daai, 14-1 Dane Asters, 181 Nobody* Flams, 
25-1 others 

|4 ctl RES AND RIDLEY LAMB MEMORIAL 
lrrP ?.l HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) £5J)00 
added 2m 5f 

1 402324 UU5nc*(ia)JRtfiBBU10111Q WDrwro 

2 3&JPP1 nrtMSIBI(17)(CqUsUIM8ari-10114 

EfiAdaen 

3 341363 REVEDE VMBEPQ RJohnsoa 101D8. «M — 

4 04-1360 BEfttWBlMBC W Dlmt 7102 IBtofto 

5 54F4F0 SRAM) acaccf (22) J H Jrireai 9 10 2 ASSaHlB 

5 QFPBPU QtWU.C9DCTn(U)ECt*Bl2100 — : 

Mr IIH Hu dllf fi) 

-SdMtared. 

HMara wetpa: IQs. hue nandcap wapie Qutef Ocean M 6b 
BETtWfe 54 Tba Tbaatar, W Fbatle Atr. 81 Bern Dt Vbtoe, 7-1 finrod 
Scsotry, 81 Baraaa toiMl, 281 QpbaR Ooaaall 


6 «9032 TinOAMAiA (Zl) (C) (W) R 69 3 AHrStooeU 

7 013-122 W9WWUl(43)(qp*5Mftorwa»ODdhyS90 

: F Norton 5 

8 152241 AHEmEPIMBt(B)(CD)jmi90(5a)_JlQak9 

S 034415 WIUQUHIMU(37)|QR0Sdksn684 HWno* 

10 220005 PMONOHASA(30) 1 LHntaS 710 R Flam* (7) 3 

-IDdactasd- 

MMwn MCdQC 7R10IL Trie Mndbp we^d: Rnnoanto ftt 4it 
BETTBK: 7-2 ItoMak BaHa, 4-1 Sweat Soppeski, 81 Stadnri LA 
81 Awacana Power; 7-1 CMaedola, 81 Aaak-Ra, ID-1 TUcamaiit, 
12-1 attorn 

| A flC| U6HTWBGHT PIASTERWG HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £4300 added 7f 

1 504-150 RMBMfCniMLgUll»7iOO LDMMB 

2 201553 flMFflnumeMAfflMm 4 dlD-^G*Mqr 5 

3 502350 BUGWF(S4)(CO)GLMh* 4 96 _.ilMMdl 

4 431SB1- WMBLIBfBn)DHBjdnJiWS497 ^Ctedler4 

5 452241 sni)RC 9 )|DQCBAM 796 _ MRitottS 

8 UflOOO- SDBmWKP8I)na»491. H*to7 

7 000018 SMMB0B53} FttUtohelBSS U»ttoDoyw(3) 2 

8 a«m WM*3MBCT6Lltooe5B6 W rM yHowtofl 

BEnMC: AACaMoa, 4-1 Skay SbMto S-l Otiav 81 Htoaai Key, 
JMLRdlM, 1M fltekVHk 19-1 «»*» 

[m~aK[ iCVHI MBXAN AUCTION MADEN STAKES 
F) £3,300 added 3YD Un 2f(AM0 
1 5024142 ABDUMDIPREAIMM (36) TMB 80 — . — J B — M l 


(AJon l STANLEYTHOMPSON MEMORIAL HWTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £^000 added 3m 3f 

1 3PQOPF- BORra«OWBip3a|)(CO)OAHBroiOnU119 

IfrAMurfl) 

2 SFFO-d) FJBH fJOKf (2S) Ms K LzmO 14 11 9 JHsaSlrMfl) 

3 036502 8REBM0UHT IA0 (30) J Corrib^i 9 11 BMr P Comtotb (7) 

4 532464 UPWEU. (U) (CO) R Johreon 13 U 9 ItoFJtoteKnP) 

5 WW IAMMA|j9M}HW8son8114 MrC IM sl[7) 

-Sdadamd- 

BQ1WC: 4-5 baamant Lad, 4-1 Bo«sn Onao, 5-1 Upaal. 51 Hiti Quay, 

10-1 La HaM 

rcdOTl JOWJ JOYCE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
L_— _ _J E) £3JK)0 added 2m 11 

1 251343 FBH0FVBI0Hd7)ft98Ma4SMIbank71112JSro|4a 

2 630451 GUNJOE (T7) (CO) G M Moon 6 11 B NBordtoy 

3 mm RED J4M J4R (HH) (O PF)S Bel 12 11 5 XMa 

4 21F8P0 BOUT (21) J Qwn 8 ID 13 E CM— m (3) 

5 2FF502 HHHLMDWXr(U)MTtotuse9U12CHoOanaach(n : 

8 3U5U8 SRBIMW SMBA (49) (CO) MB UlMey 8 ID 5 8 Lae (9 

7 023*22 -F CXICM THE PWE0N [22) R Bar8 10 3 HSaU 

8 564245 MDE MB40IRE (30) 80 8 Johreon 8 10 1 

Mr M H Naupdni (5) 

9 M6 TXrpON (N2] £17) MrsDSsaer 9 IDO MMokwy 

10 6000-25 SMGSIELL(286}f9)TCUhbat32 ID 0_Canl ftoBdiert 

-lOdactorad- 

Molmum w&e Ido- Tom faanfeap astfe Sd^ fid 9a 40. 

BETDNQb 84 Raid M Vision, 7-2 AfenqPe. 82 M0daal Way, 7-lSdd- 
das Sabi, un Brim, Rad M tor. Car* Iha Pfeoaa, 181 otbore 

■ Paul Carberry has been passed fe to ride Buckboan! Bounce 
In tomorrow's Grand National Carbeny, whose father, Tom- 
my, rode the 1975 National winner, L' Escargot, wfll have two 
rides at Artree tottay. 


3 38 MnSMdBNBHbSO HMb7 

3 a raa£yi«m(ll)MHt)rtiiwlD090 DHanM3 

4 TUSHTMKir ROOD C Dayer 90 I Stack 6 

5 042- PROTOCOL (Ml) J I* 90 D Hated 5 

6 BUSrSU9rGMapmt89 C Carter 4 

7 08 HEAVQCyiiW0ClD5)0LMnreae OM Mods 2 

-7dadarad- 

BErONa 84 Dawau. 81 Protocol, 4-1 toured Fte Htu. 92 FMylint, 
181 HMUto* Hood, Bteaoto 1^,281 Haanoly Rand 

|c ' iA| UNGF1ELD APRIL SPRINT HANDICAP 
L”~J (CLASS D) £4,900 added Sf (MM) 

1 114200 KBDEEtAD(14}(P)A Jones 7100 TSyndaU 

2 002635 RflBOMAflBraCTLMOf»®«ltol5913FlM<rai0 

3 313232 AP0tlDRB>(U)(C0}GL Moot 898 AadyHontoB 

4 44M66 ■rauia»tll)MDItojmJDnH596 

toatonaRkMnto(7)5 

5 002580 FBBB»IBWKWmn)i»GwKflto*7g4 

DHoBaall 

8 41020-0 BU2MGaSnEtraW1tonv392 DHoadfti(7)3 

7 55014-4 nnu Fl*B(22)(D}LCC«W692 RCMkmll 

8 3-21045 SH«P94P(ll)CTPfT^MH(W*r78t2«LDtoai4B 

9 133-536 (BBtnJIGAlESOHfi(4DS8MMooito3S7 IMdB 

ID 525143 IWR!reSSttW*»(C)Kloj48L-^. 

MwtttOaysr (3}8B 

11 451023 8BWMHID81I®IHHbi» 8713 lt»M2 

12 041103 TACHTOISDiA(38)(CO)fiCra*an5710__-JI\todoy7 

- 12 doctored - 

HEnwa 7-2 ApaBo Rad. 81 SIm to*. 7-1 Propte But tayto tab 
Hhv, 81 Rato Itotfe, tobaash. 181 Srlrokor, 181 otbros 
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COCA-COLA CUP FINAL: An American goalkeeper is hoping to go one better than Banks and Shilton. PhH Shaw reports: 

Zap! Pow! Here comes Kasey Kellerman! 


H oly shit!" exclaims the goal- 
keeper as a shot Cram his 
coach dips a divot on the 
pitch and rears over his diving body 
before nestling in the net. The oath 
owes more to Gotham City rh? p 
Leicester City- for we are watching 
the Premiership’s only American at 
work. 

Kasey Keller is preparing to play 
the game of his life, in every sense. 
Sunday's Coca-Cola Cup final be- 
tween Leicester and Middlesbrough 
will not only be his debut at Wem- 
bley, but a chance to add one of the 
English game's top honours (albeit 
in a competition with a quintessen- 
tially American name) to his haul 
from collegiate football in the Unit- 
ed States. 

A perfectionist streak compels him 
to swoop around the practice pitch 
like some caped superhero long af- 
ter his team-mates have showered, 
eaten and left. Gordon Banks and 
Peter Shilton, his last two prede- 
cessors in national finals for Leices- 


ter would pretend they’re not.a Bt* : 
tie surprised by how well wcYc 
done. The management have dune- 
well in improving the squad. Wo. Get- 
ting into Europe by winning on 
Sunday and staying up -would only 
bring more money und talent in. It s 
an avalanche effect - hard it» sU»p 
once it starts rolling - thefogh sadly 
it also works in the opposite direc- 
tion, as MillwaU are finding ouL" 

Keller has discovered two major 
differences at the higher level. While 
the players are not necessarily quick- 
er. there are "sudden./ explosive 
bursts of activity" and, crucially, 
they move the ball around faster. 

The atmosphere, too. is "a great 
buzz", both m comparison with the 
First Division and the games he grew 
lip with. “Americun sports tend tube 
very stop-start, so you get eruptions 
of sound and then ewryohes silting 
quietly again." 

Much as he appreciates the sig- 
nificance of Wembley in the lore of 
English football, the twin lowers hold 


‘I don’t think 
anyone in Leicester 
would pretend 
they are not 
a little surprised’ 


ter, were also renowned for their 
single-mindedness, but life is more 
complicated for Keller. 

The keeper caught in two min ds 
is normally about as welcome as the 
right-back with two left feet. Yet in 
a club-versus-country controversy 
with a twist, the 27-year-old from 
Washington State is proving an ex- 
ception. 

Keller began the season with a dual 
ambition. His immediate aim was to 
establish hims elf and his new dub, 
Leicester, among the £Iite. The sec- 
ond, but by no means secondary, part 
was to become first-choke keeper for 
the US in time to play in the World 
Cup finals next year. 

His success on both fronts means 
he has spent almost as many hours 
crossing the Atlantic as he has be- 
tween the posts. In November, for 
example, he flew back from Port of 
Spain, having kept a clean sheet 
against Trinidad and Tobago.The fol- 
lowing night, after convincing Mar- 
tin O’Neal that he was not suffering 
from jet lag. he kept another against 
Manchester United. 

Mexico 


Only a game? Not likely, and es- 
pecially not when it’s a friend: 
ly. Tuesday’s match between 
Jamaica's national team and a 
Mexican First Division side end- 
ed in a pitched battle that forced 
the referee to scrap the game. 

Several Mexican players were 
injured when members of Toros 
Neza and the Jamaican squad 
punched and kicked each other 
for five minutes during the match. 
Several Jamaican players then 
stormed off the field and returned 
waving bricks and broken glass. 

Jamaica were leading Tbros 
Neza 1-0 in the 19th minute 
when a Jamaican midfielder slid 
into Toros' Argentinian-born 
German Arangio. He got to his 
feet and punched the Jamaican 
and an all-out fight ensued. 

“That is not normal behaviour. 
It isn’t possible that they react Eke 



Kasey Keller looked in a studious mood yesterday as be prepared to play the game of las life for Leicester at Wembtey on Sunday 


In a fortnight’s time, on the day 
after Leicester visit Chelsea and four 
days after a possible replay against 
Middlesbrough, Keller is due in 
New England for the sell-out meet- 
ing of the US and Mexico. 

In between his absences, he has 
seized the opportunity offered by a 
£900,000 move from MillwaU with 
some brilliant displays, none better 
than in the second leg of the semi- 
final with Wimbledon. His Wembley 
place is assured, even though he 
missed four of Leicester’s last sev- 
en matches while on duty against Ja- 
maica, Canada and Costa Rica. 

"The two things have come, into 
more than slight conflict,” Keller said. 
“At Mflhvall I made fairly rare, ap- 


pearances for the national team. It 
was frustrating but at least I could 
concentrate on getting myself ready 
to play for the US when the chance 
came. 

“Unfortunately my first season in 
the Premiership has coincided with 
a ridiculous World Cup schedule. Pm 
a neutral in a sense, with no choice 
in the matter. Fifa [the governing 
body of world football] has made it 
mandatory that if the national team 
want you, that’s where you have to 
be.” 

The knowledge that Leicester's ex- 
perienced back-up keepers, Kevin 
POole and Ian Andrews, naturally 
covet his place has deepened KeUer's 
interest m flight timetables. Com- 


petition to be national No 1 is also 
intense, with QPR’s Jurgen Sommer, 
Luton's Ian Feuer, Galatasaray’s 
Brad Friedel and Mark Dodd, of 
Dallas Bum, all vying for the jersey. 

Keller proffers a simple expla- 
nation for this preponderance of ac- 
complished custodians. “In mosL 
American sports you use your 
hands. Tbny Meola [US keeper in 
the last two Wxld Cups] was a base- 
ball player before coming to soccer. 
My dad was too. I was a bigfan of 
the Seattle Supersonics basketball 
team and the Seahawks in Ameri- 
can footbalL 

“I started playing soccer at the age 
of six or seven. We were driving by 
some fields and I saw senne kids lock- 


ing a ball about. I asked my mom to 1 
find me a team and that was it” 

The first “proper" keeper he re- 
calls seeing on television was Har- 
ald Schumacher during the 1982 
Wodd Cup. Perhaps the German’s 
attempted decapitation of France’s 
Patrick Battiston caught Ms imagi- 
nation? “Exactly! As. an American . 
kid you kind of liked that. It re- - 
minded you of American footbalL” _ 
Ai the Utrivers'ty of Portland in 
On^on he majored in soccer and so- 
ciology. In a city with no pro football 
or baseball, the college side attract- 
ed big crowds and media attention. 
Keller admits, however, that the 20- 
year-old student was “nowhere near 
ready” to play at Italia V0. 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

In the event, he stayed on the 
bench, but his sporting education 
continued when Bruce Rioch 
brought him to MQlwall five days af- 
ter ms last college game. He spent 
18 months at the old Den (“My wife 
found it a little surprising, kinda 
crazy”), staying after the Lions 
moved home. Relegation and the 


his sale last summer. 

“I was a bit apprehensive when 
Leicester came in. After all, they’d 

gone straight back down barely a year 

earlier. But after meeting the man- 
ager I felt positive about the situa- 
tion. What’s happened since has 
confirmed that 

“I don’t think anyone in Lcices- . 



security levies which are about 
55 per cent of gross pay. • ' 

- However,' no mention was 
made of the fact that pktyerswffl 
still be keen tx> move countries 


AROUND THE 
WORLD 


France 


French players aue to be given 
the same tax status as filmstars 
in a drive to halt thdr'emigrar- 
tiotup jbwer-tax countries. 

Alarmed by the exodus nrre : 
cent years of more than 40 top 
players including Eric Cantona 
and David Giriola, the govern- 
ment has approved a tall to give 


possible that they react Gkfi dubs relief on payroll taxes for 
i a friendly," a Neza strik- professional players. _ . 


this in a friendly," a Neza strik- 
er, said, but Jamaica’s coach^ 
Rene Simoes, defended his play/ 
ers, saying they lacked interna- 
tional experience. So presumably 
it’s all right at home then. 


Now 80^^ cent of players’ 

royalties for the use of their im- 
age rather than a. salary, and thus, 
not subject ta employers’ social 


On flees they can now receive fol- 
lowing the Bosnian ruling. 

Italy . ' . 

- An Italian amateur player .who 
hadtwofoe fobrokea in a|joalr 

protesting abotit the foil got 
even shorter shrift off Vipiiies- 
day when he took his easfS to a 
• judge. : -s ' *' -• 

The court in tire ncwtiFWest 
town of Aosta took ju&^three 
minutes to rule that the foul an 
Stefeno GSqppdid uotconstitme 
a dtimeOfc threw out a ebdree of. 
grievousbodOy harm and a dam- 
-ages suit against Adriano Pe- 
rucca, whom Giopp had 
reported to prosecutors. 

GiOpp’S teant; HoneAmad, 
fared about as well as their play : 
er, They lost.themarch. to 
LegaDoraBurolo 7-0. 

• Caiherme BUty 


p ncAf Hr.’-RT at ia:;ks . 
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Stakes 

being 

raised 

Non-League Notebook" 

RUPERT METCALF 


Both a place in the Fbotball 
League and a trip to Wembley 
areat stake in this weekend's top 
non-League games, with the FA 
Umbra Trophy semi-final fust-leg 
games sharing top billing with a 
Cheshire derby which will have 
a big say in the destination of the 
GM VhuxhaO Conference title. 

The three teams in contention 
for the Conference champi- 
onship all dropped points over 
Easter, after which Macclesfield 
Tbwn were in pole position with 
a three-point lead and a game in 
hand over second-placed Kid- 
derminster Harriers. The cham- 
pions, Stevenage Borough, are 
still in the race in third place, 10 
points behind Macclesfield but 
with three games in hand. 

Tomorrow Sammy McDroy’s 
Macclesfield side entertain their 
Cheshire rivals, Altrincham, at 
Moss Rose after seeing their ran 
of eight successive wins come to 
an emphatic end on Monday, 
when they lost 4-1 at Hednes- 
ford Tbwn. It was the first time 
they had conceded four goals in 
a game since December 1995. 

Kidderminster, who gained 
only one point over Easter, are 
without a game tomorrow while 
Stevenage take a break from 
league action to visit Woking, 
who will be without their injured 
forward Clive Walker, for their 
Trophy semi-final first leg. 

In the other semi-final, Da- 
genham & Redbridge of the 
Ids League entertain Dr 
Martens League side Gloucester 
City, who are managed by farmer 
West Ham forward Leroy Rose- 
nior. So, for the first time since 
1990, a dub outside the Confer- 
ence wfll reach the Ttophy final. 

The last 100 percent record 
m the non-League pyramid end- 
ed on Wediresdsy wlm Tiverton 
Tbwn.drew2-2 at Taunton Town. 
This season’s first game between 
the top two sides in the Screw- 
fix Direct (Western) League at- 
tracted a crowd of 1496, who saw 
Phfl Everett score his second goal 

late on to ax least preserve Tiwys 

unbeaten run.. Richard Hancox 
struck both goals for Thuaton. 

■ ■ Prior to Wednesday, Tiverton 
had won all 26 of their league 
.games. They lead Thunion by \ 
eight points and have three 
games m hand, so foe title is still 
well within their reach. 


Brown remains wary 


‘I’ve played at the 
Maracana in Brazil 
with 90,000 
spectators and 
also at 7,000 feet’ 


no tenors. “I've played at the Mara- 
cana in Brazil with 90,000 spectators, 
also at 7,000 feet and in the smog be- 
fore 120,000 screaming Mexicans in 
the Azteca. So it wont be a problem 
forme." 

He is delighted, none the less, by 
the thought of being the first “real 
American", as he puts it with his 
tongue almost poking through his 
check, to ploy in a major final at the 
famous stadium. John Harkes, his 
friend and colleague in the US 
team, figured in three (winning 
once), but although Keller describes 
him as “all-American’’^ the former 
Sheffield Wednesday midfielder 
bolds a British passport 

Banks und Shilton finished as 
losers. Keller, while, respectfully 
wary of Boro’s dynarnieduo, Junin- 
ho and Fabrizio Ravandli, is confi- 
dent he will not suffer the same . 
unholy fate. Judging by his contempt 
for gravity on the training ground, 
as well as a lifestyle that brings a new 
meaning to the cliche of the keeper 
flying through the air. it may take a 
bobble to beat him. 

Nomination 


Craig Brown found himself yes- 
terday in the unaccustomed 
position, for a Scotland man- 
ager, of having to warn against 
premature triumphalism. A 
great night for the Scots' World 
Cup prospects did not mean it 
was goodnight Vienna for Aus- 
tria, their victims in Glasgow, or 
indeed for Sweden. 

Aware that Scottish sides 
tend to function better as un- 
derdogs. Brown was at pains to 
point out that Austria still have 
the edge in one respect. Their 
most arduous remaining fix- 
ture inGroup Four, against the 
Swedes in September, is at 
borne. 

Scotland’s, which is also 
against a Sweden team that 
Brown has described , as the 
best in the section, comes in 
Gothenburg at the end of this 
month. 

“We’re not there yet," Brown 
said. “Tm being sensible because 
the group is distorted by our hav- 
ing played more games. But if 
we go to Sweden and win, then 
m say we can only throw it away. 
I don’t see us letting our fans 
down at home to Latvia and Be- 
larus. though we have a tricky 
match in Belarus on 8 June.” 

How quickly, how complete- 
ly, the mood surrounding the 
national side has changed. Sev- 
en weeks after they were jeered 
offin Monaco following the bar- 
ren draw with Estonia, their cap- 
tain, Gary McAllister, was 
moved to declare Wednesday’s 


: Wednesday’s 


Phil Shaw on a 

night that took 
Scotland closer to 
the World Cup 

performance as “as good team- 
wise as rve ever played with 
Scotland". 

In terms of passion, on the 
pitch and in the stands, Brown 
likened it to another epic 2-0 
success, over France at Hamp- 
den Park eight years ago, which 
proved decisive in taking Andy 
Roxburgh’s squad through to 
Italy. Fervour we expect; but 
Brown want on to claim that his 
Scotland had also developed a 
more Continental style. 

Those who witnessed the 
lOOmph, hit-and-hope fiasco 
of Monte Carlo would have had 
trouble taking stub a suggestion 
seriously prior to last weekend’s 
win over the Estonians at Kil- 
marnock. Seeing, however, was 
believing, and the technique 
shown particularly by John 
Collins and Paul Lambert, who 

spectively, meant it was also a 

Colins, who had*a < de<i«^ 
Euro 96 before leaving Celtic for 
Monaco, is well known beyond 
Scotland; Lambert less sa Since 
joining Borussia Dortmund 
from Motherwell last summer 
the 27-year-old midfielder has 
gained a reputation as a hold- 
ing player, adept at the kind Of 


man-marking that negated the 
vaunted Andreas Herzog. 

More pertinently to Brown’s 
“European" emphasis on pos- 
session, playing with Matthias 
Sammer and Andreas MOller 
has helped Lambert become a 
more constructive passer, “rve 
been transformed since I went 
to the Bundesliga - 1 think Tve 
played one long ball since I 
signed,” he said. 

“If you give the ball away 
your team-mates look at you as 
if you're a criminal. It’s con- 
sidered the ultimate sin, and 
even when you do it in training 
you can expect a rollicking." 

Other significant successes in- 
cluded the from pair, Darren 
Jackson and the two-goal Kevin 
Gallacher. Their pace, strength 
and instinctive understanding 
prompted the manager to com- 
pare them favourably with the 
Scots' last genuine attacking 
partnership, between Ally Mc- 
Coist and Maurice Johnston. 

Midfield has been Scotland's 
strongest unit under both Rox- 
burgh and Brown.' Defence has 
improved to the extent that Jim 
Leighton’s 40th dean sheet in 
77 caps was also his country’s 
14th in 15 competitive games, an 
astonishing record marred only 
by Messrs Shearer and Gas- 
coigne .since December 1994. 

It those departments main- 
tain standards, and the strikers 
continue to forge a bond, 
Gothenburg need not be a 
cause for trepidation. 


for Zola in 
PFA awards 


Gianfranco Zola is the only for- 
eign player in the nominations 
for the players’ Player of the 
Year which were released by the 
players’ union yesterday, writes 
Glam Moore. 

The Italian, whose goal de- 
feated England in the World 
Cup qualifier, is joined in the fi- 
nal six by Alan Shearer who ad- 
mitted yesterday that his vote 
had been cast for Zola. 

“I voted for him even though 
be did beat us at Wembley. He’s 
a tremendous player, he's small 
but he’s strong on the ball and 
has two great feet. He's come 
in from another country, which 
isn’t easy, and takeu everything 
in his stride." 

Shearer diosoDavid Beckham 
as his Young Player of the Year. 
Beckham is actually nominated 
hr both categories and is joined 
by leam-males Roy Keane, in the 
senior award, and Ole Gunnar 
Soblqacrmthejuaiorcatcgffly. 

Alex Ferguson, the Man- 
chester United manager, said; 
“It is nice ip be recognised ly 
your fellow professionals in this 
way. These are the awards that 
have a special meaning for 
players because it is-tiicy who 
make the final choice." 

PW PUTS? OF TMEtWUfcNoBlwaenKDnM 
BMKbn. Roy Kem (bom Manctem* un*- 
K». Stout M cM Iranian hLnmmoQ. Mu 
(NcmcosDM. |an WiW UMMfl. «*■ 

iZMatcnthHi). Yoanf PMywottfc* 

t^SPwiS^nenan. (Aram 
» awiounaa on Sunaw; M • . 


Britons on top form Ipswich on the attack 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

Tfro wins in two starts gave the 
best possible boost to Britain's 

America’s Cop crew taking port 

- in a warm-up regatta, in Auck- 
land yesterday. “It was an ab- 
* solutejy cracking result for the 
guys," said Angus Melrose, one 


representing the Royal Dorset 
Yacht Club. . 

After a delay/of the wind to 
settle in at about 14 knots, the 
British crpw, sailing one of the 
matched pair of America’s Cup 

fundin^T!^ New Zealand, 
cap i ta lis e d on a premature start 
by. Ed Baird for the New York 
■yacht Club and pntied’awayto 
win by 54 seconds. . 

Y- But they, trailed - another 
'American,. Rod Davis, at the 
helm of Sarr Francisco’s Amer- 


ica Thie, for most of the first 
beat :only for their stripper, 
ChrisLaw, and local tactician 
• Murray Jones, to engineer an in- 
. side Overlap at the first turiiifig' 
mark and lead for the rest of die 
xaot, whining by 24 seconds. ' 

- Baird then went bh to beat 
France's Socidt£ Nautiquo Port 
Camargue, -to add to two. vic- 
tories on the opening day 
against. America 'tine. 

Each of the teams is sched- 
uled torace Cadi other twice, the 
top points scorer then going into 
n final against New Zealand tp- 
morrenv and Sunday. 

Approaching Ireland, Fln- 
Jand’sLudde Ingvall in the 80ft 

Nicorctte is pr&yingfor a return 
of foe bhistery winds that pow- 
ered him from-New York m his 

bid jo break the' record for the 
. crossing fo foe Lizard. He ex- 
" peots rn finish' tomorrow evening 
m -1-1-days, beating foe record of 
12 days’4 hours set in 1905. 


Hockey 

BILL CDLWfiJ. . . 

Donna Mills, the Ipswich man- 
ager, criticised the back-to- 
back scheduling of league and 
.quarter-final cup matches for 
■ this - weekend. “Absolutely 
ridiculous, after there was such 
a long winter break and nu- 
merous gaps during the season,” 
die said. 

“Itis unreasonable lobe called 
upon to play such key league and 
ctip fixtures on successive days 
and particularly demandi ng on 
ray team vfoich has just returned 
from playing in foe European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup in the 
Netheriands where wc played 
four games in four days over foe 
Easter holiday,” foe added 

Ipswidt returned home from 

Utrechtwifo the stiver medal. 
Fortunately they have no injury 
problems for foeir league game 


tomorrow at home to. Slough 
whom they lead by one point 
in a game that is likely to set' 
tie the title. They will, howev- 
er, be without their- Dulcfc 
Under-2l player Kim van Erp 
who has scored some spec Lac- 


Cup. Slough expect to be at fo 
strength und will be hoping foa 
their coadi, John Shaw, return 
from coaching in South Afire 
in lime for tomorrow's game. 

The defending champion! 
High town, who make. the Jon, 
trip from Liverpool ti 
Southampton, have u toug 
league encounter agpina Trojan 
who are desperately fighting t 
uvuid relegation but should b 
assured Ola scmi-llnal place i 
when they enlertai 
Aldndge, foe onlynon-Narior 
al League dub remaining in fo 
competition on Sunday. 



THE INDEPENDENT^ FRIDAY a a pt>t T 


31 


sport 


Why loyalty is 


? * l 2 * * .? S f«? tD t- bc ***• faajf in 
jest. J at Frank FosterLvived 
forlO years as coach at Bairow 
m the Seventies and Eighties be- 
SS; aJtho 1 u eh h had been dt 

Foster would do well to last that 
long these days. 

As soon as fortunes took a 
downturn, the men in the erev 

suits would be knocking ols 

door and shortly afterwards 
there would be an announce- 


ment that he was leaving “by 
mutual agreement”. 6 3 
It is no mere statistical acci- 

rag Super League dubs last 
season, half are no longer in 
charge. If your results are not 



in a league of impatience 



~ J - super-quick. 

"ytc exit of John Joyner yes- 
terday from Castieford, the dub 
he joined as a 16-year-old, un- 
derlines what a precarious job 


Joyner was the fourth coach to 

fefflicaSnper lgigmdph' iiqtllip. 
last seven weeks. 

AD departures are subtly dif- 
ferent, and Brian Smith's from 
Bradford, whkh started the 50 
per Gait cull last August, was 
strictly a voluntary one. So was 

Gaiy Hetheringtera’smove from 

Sheffield to become chief exec- 
vtnre^ at Leeds, bit Michel 


Coaches are the victims in the new world 
of rugby league, argues Dave Hadfieki 


season - bad to go in order to 
bring Fetor MnlhcJland to Paris. 

Graeme West was sacked at 
Wigan before the league season 

even began, whilst Steve Simms 
- jump ed. before he was pushed 
al HmiEDCJOnthebasisof a cop 
defeat by Keighley. 

Ross O’Reu&'lh charge at 
relegated Workington Tbwn, 


was axed last week, when John 
Dorahy also fell on bis sword at 
'Warrington. Finally - for now 
- Joyner went, by mutual con- 
sent, after Castleford’s de- 
pressing start to the season. 

It is a casually rate previously 
unheard of in the game and ft 
is the byped-up expectation en- 
gendered by Super League that 


is largely responsible. Clubs in- 
cluded in the elite competition 
first established last season all 
believe that they are entitled to 
do well in it. When those ex- 
pectations are disappointed, 
beads must roIL 
There are other factors at 
work as welL Not long ago, a 
coach was only answerable to Ins 
rhiirrman an d — to varying ex- 
tents - the club’s supporters. 
Now there are chief executives, 
football managers and various 


other fanctionaries to be satis- 
fied and placated. The oppor- 
tunities for internal power 
snuggles, which coaches gen- 
erally lose, are far greater than 
they once were- 

A coach now has a much big- 
ger budget to answer for. Once 
m charge only of < deciding , which 
13 ptayeTs would draw winning 
or losing psf/ for a fiiren week- 
end, he now has a «a£f of a few 

dozen, all on lucrative contracts. 
If things are going wrong, they 
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Hickman 
harbours 
high hopes 

Guy Hodgson talks to a British swimmer 
who has put his ambition on record before 
the World Short Course Championships 


\bu could imagine the likes of 
Adrian Moorhouse seeing the 
small frame of the adolescent 
James Hickman coming towards 
them and shuddering The young 
swimmer was. in his own words, 
a pest, always wanting to know 
more about the Olympics: Seoul 
music to his ears, a repetitive 
chore for the gold medallist. 

Things have moved on for 
Hickman. Now 21, it is he who 
is being bothered by young 
wannabes and the impositions 

f i laced on his memory are un- 
ikely to slacken. Not with the 
World Short Course Champi- 
onships (17 to 2D April) looming 
in Gothenburg where the Stock- 
port Metro swimmer is expect- 
ed to move into the sport's elite 
alongside Olympic medallists, 
Paul Palmer and Graeme Smith. 

Expected and expecting. 
Hickman believes he win win a 
gold medal in Gothenburg just 
as he set his sights on an 
Olympic title in Atlanta last July. 
“Shoot for the stars and you 
might get to the moon,” he said. 
■Aim for the moon and you 
might not get there at all.” 

Sport is full of oyer-blown ex- 
pectation but Hickman's career 
is already in lunar orbit. In At- 


lanta, he broke British records in 
the 100m and 200m butterfly - 
an exception in a ifam where per- 
sonal bests were rare -and next 
week he could come away with 
a werid record. “Wfe’re all so dose 
in the 100m,” he said, ” it’ll prob- 
ably need one. If Fra in with a 
shout at the 75m turn I should 
be able to clinch the tide.” 

Hickman's confidence stems 
from a winter in which be im- 
proved his short-course world 
rankings to second in the 100m 
and fourth in the 200m. In Jan- 
uary he took a 30-hour flight from 
Australia, competed in a World 
Cup meet in Glasgow the fol- 
lowing day and broke the Euro- 
pean 100m record with 5234sec, 
0.6 outside the world mark. 

“The Russian whose got the 
world record was rested, shaved, 
tapered and ready while Fd got 
off a plane and dived in a pooL 
Even that swim was not 100 per 
cent as I missed a couple of turns. 
1 know I can go foster. I would 
expect to drop 0_5sec just by be- 
ing rested and shaved,” be said. 

Hickman was encouraged to 
take up sport, any sport, because 

^uptoon the streets 
than wholesome neighbour- 



Hickman is within sight of the world record: ‘rtn fcnocfcfog off the worlds best one by one uitfl I got to the top* 


Photograph: Mike Hewitt/Allsport 


hood. Gymnastics tempted him 
but swimnungwon, even though 
he did not appear gifted. Then 
a defining moment in his de- 
termination to succeed arrived: 
his mother and father divorced. 

“I was 12 or 13, at that age, 
puberty, where everything is 
stressful as it is. You can imag- 
ine die amount of emo tional 
blackmail that was going around. 
But it's character building, Fm 
a lot more confident than a Jot 
people. Tm not worried about 
situations because Tve. been 
through worse already.” 

’ Stamning was an escape and 
al 14 he decided to “do it prop- 


erly” and despite, not knowing 
winch stroke was his best, he be- 
gan collecting junior and age- 
group titles. The butterfly landed 
when he surprised everyone by 
winning the 200m at the nation- 
al championships in 1992. Now 
he bolds British records at 100 
and 200m and the 400m medley. 

He attributes much to his 
coach, Dave CaDqa, with whom 
he lias a tempestuous rdation- 
siiip-Tbeyargiie.hesaySjinces- 
santty - “people must think we 
can’t stand the right of each oth- 
er” - but the bust-ups seem to 
wdriL Pertinently, another At- 
lanta success, Graeme Smith, also 


trains under ChBeja at Stockport 
“We’ve got a great facility at 
Stockport, a 50-metre pool and 
the council are very s up p ortiv e. 
They really push swimming. We 
train Olympic length which 
makes a difference. And Dave is 
always at the forefront of things 
in this country. What a lot of peo- 
ple forget is that standards are 
so high you have to break a 
British record in the morning to 
even reach an Olympic final 
Then if you break the record 
again you might, just migh t, get 
a medal I don't think the team) 
did as badly as was made ooL” 
The impression the Games 


burned on Hickman’s mind was 
one of scale. Even his inner be- 
lief was knocked askew briefly 
when he walked into the Geor- 
gia Tfech Aquatic Centre and 
saw the banks of people tow- 
ering over the pooL When he 
rcovered, he felt inspired. 

“At the national champi- 
onships there’s about 500 peo- 
ple and it’s about as noisy as a 
busy restaurant. At the 
Olympics there were 16,000 
people which iswhoah. It blew 
a lot of minds. Plus 40 million 
on television, it’s a bit crazy. 

“My attitude was ‘right Tm 
going to show these people how 


good 1 can swim’. Others wor- 
ry that they might perform bad- 
ly in front of a big audience. Fm 
-yeah, come on'. Really up for it. 
When you get to the’Olympics 
the difference physically be- 
tween the eight men on the 
blocks is very small it’s mentally 
that there’s a huge difference.” 

Just as the difference wiD be 
between the ears in Gothenburg 
next week. “Before Atlanta I was 
trying to get within range of the 
world's best,” he said, “where- 
as afterwards I felt I put myself 
in there. Tm on par with them 
and I'm knocking them off one 
by one until I get to the top.” 


Norman takes English Turn on road to Augusta 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 

re ports from New Orleans 

There are two main reasons why 
golfers are here this week. A few 
are simply taking the opportu- 
nity to play the week before the 
US Masters. Others need to be 
here’ to give themselves a chance 
to play at Augusta. 

Payne Stewart is one of the 
latter. Greg Norman, Steve 
EDdngton and Jose-Maria Olaz- 
abal are here for the first rea- 
son. Norman needs the outmg 
before he returns to Augusta as 
he has played only three full 
tournaments this year. 

After reaching a play-off at 


the Dubai Desert Classic, when 
he lost to his fellow Australian 
Richard Green, Norman's per- - 
fonnances have since gone 
downhIIL In the last round of 
the Players Championship last 
Sunday, the Shark shota 79, his 
highest score on the US Tbur for 
nine years. 

Norman started with three 
birches in bis first fora boles, bay- 
ing started at the 10th tee. After 
a bogey at the 17th, he holed ' 
from 30 feet at the 18th for a 
birdie and picked up two more 
shots on ibe front nine. Norman, 
who rare at5amforhis7J6 tee- 
time, was happy enough with Ms. 
67. “The more I play, the better 
I feel about things,” be said. 

Norman was two behind the 


three earty leaders, Lee Rinker, 
who had birdies on four of his 
last six holes. David Tbms, and 
the ; defending champion, Scott 
McCarrob. 

Stewart, who shot 69, was (me 
of Norman’s playing partners 
and is hoping to emulate Davis 
Love’s performance two years 
ago. Love was not exempt for 
the Masters and won here be- 
fore finohing second at Avista. 

Stewart s frur winning 

the 1991 US Open has run out 
and.a victory here is his only 
hope ofoot missing the Masters 
next week. 

The shortage afleadmg names 
here suggests EngBdxThmisnot 
considered ideal preparation for 
tackhug the cathedral of pines in 


Augusta. Under grey skies, the 
exposed layout runs through a 
housing estate that is as fea- 
tureless as Bomhon Street is 
colourful. Norman, however, 
thinks highly of it asa test of golf 
“Fve always enjoyed playing 
this course,” he sajd. “With these 
bard and firm conditions, it's per- 
haps the toughest I've played out- 
side Australia. It is a great lead-in 
to the Masters because of the 
greens. The target areas are 
small and the greens fosL It’s bet- 
ter for me to play into the Mas- 
ters. 1 need to feel the course 
under me and feel the shots.” 

Norman has finished second 
here cm three occasions and 
fourth on his only other ap- 
pearance, so the resemblance 


to Augusta is vety real for 
him. 

Olazabal, on his first Amer- 
ican test of his feet alter his long 
absence through arthritis, was 
one of the later starters, while 
PCr-Ulrik Johansson, who is 
making his. Augusta debut next 
week, straggled to an 82. 

The Swede’s plans were dis- 
rupted at the beginning of the 
year when his gtrtfnend suffered 
multiple fractures in a car crash. 
After playing just two tourna- 
ments, Johansson went back to 
Sweden for two weeks to be with 
her. “I am rusty, but I didn’t ex- 
pea it to be this bad," he said. 
“1 actually felt pretty good cm the 
driving range and in practice but 
it was tough with the wind.” 


Davis into last four 


Snooker 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Akinwande next target for Lewis 


Boxing 

Lennox Lewis, Britain’s World 
Rising Council heavyweight 
champion, could face Henry 
Akinwande in London on the 
eve of the Wimbledon men’s 
singles final. 

If Lewis’ promoters, Panes Sh- 
ades and the New Jersey-based 
Dinu Duva. of Main Events, wm 
the purse bidding to be held in 

Las Vegas on 9 April a fight on 

5 Julv is their main target. 

It would make logistical sense 


as Horae Box Office, the Amer- 
ican cable network contracted 
to Lewis, will have their broad-: 
casting technology and. com- 
mentary team installed in 
London covering Wimbledon. 

Akinwande, the former un- 
defeated World Boxing Organ- 
isation champion, was 
nominated as the mandatory 
challenger for the WBCcrown, 
even before Lewis regained the 
title with his bizarre victory 
over Oliver McCall fo February. 

Meanwhile, Lewis’s manag- 


er, Frank Maloney, says he has 
Liverpool's ’British light-wel- 
terweight champion, Andy Hol- 

ligan, under contract and plans 
to feature him on his proraotiop 
in Hull on 28 ApriL 
However, rival promoter 
fiank'Vterren said HoUigan wiD 
fight for him in a British title de- 
fence against fellow Merseysider 
Carl Wight at Everton Park 
Sports Centre on 15 May. Hol- 
ligan is tiie leading contender for 
the European tide of Denmark’s 
Soren Sondergaard. 
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Manuels Machado, the woman's world 
marathon champion from Portugal, w9) 
compete in the London Marathon on 
13 ApriL Machado won the world title 
In Gothenbeig, Sweden in 1995 and 
months eartier finished second m the 
tendon race behind Poland’s Makprzata 
Sobanska. 
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TODAY'S FIXTURES 


Football 

|7J0 infess aatotfl 
NATIONVrae FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FVIST HVIStON 


FA! IMAP 1A6ER NKIIONAL LEACRJE Pr*- 

rator DMatecOundakv Site Ram (7J®. 

CapSenMIaati BtMmena vDsry Ov (7A5); 
V Wit a rtonl v Shrfwjne (7.45). 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAfiLCHrstW- 
tetaK Bootle v Mdna Road. 
JEWSONEASTEWLEAGUEPrtfltefDM- 
ate& Sudbury Vtedann vSuftoyTban Res. 

Rugby Leagae 
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PRBitER LEAGUE CHAtlENSft EdnOui^l 


Boodng 

ftabert McCracken, the Commonwealth 
mfcfcBeweiSht champion, has decided to 
break with Ws manager; Mickey Duff, 
and join Frank Warren’s stable. Birm- 
ingham-based McCracken has become 
frustrated by what he sees as his tack 
of process over the last two years and 
his fains to cash in on his 100 per cert 
record. 

Cricket 

The ftiture of the Sussex secretary Mgel 
Beat, Is still undear foftowing talks he 
had with Robin Martac the new dub 
chairman, yesterday. BetL 57, who has 
been with Sussex for nearly 10 years, 
has not rammed to work since the new 
regime took over at Hove. 
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Cyetag 

B}ame Ffis. the Tbur de Ranee winner 
from Denmark the world No 1, Alex 
Zuefle oTSwitzertand, and Laurent Jal- 
abert, of France, look set to miss this 
year’s Giro dttaEa race In Venice stat- 
ing 18 May. rate’s Telekom team and 
the Once scpiad. for which Doth Zuefle 
and Jatebert ride, have turned down the 
invitation to take part In the 3385km 
race. 

The Tour de Flwice win start In Ireland 
next yean the first time it has started 
outside the European mainland. The^ Tbur 
w& bedn on 12 July, later than usual 
to avoid the football World Cup finals 
Jo Ranee. 


Steve Davis described the 
British Open as “an intrusion” 
before the World Champi- 
onship but now finds himself in 
the semi-finals of the event 

Davis’s preparations for 
Sheffield have been put on hold 
for at least another 24 hours af- 
ter defeating Scotsman Alan 
McManus 5-2 in the first quar- 
ter-final at Plymouth yesterday. 

Now, he could line up today 
against old adversary Stephen 
Hendry providing the world 
No 1 beats Dave Harold. 

“What I said was that it is 
hard to get motivated m the ear- 
ty rounds but now I feel very 


Football 

AiyncKET MATCH: Bolton v Chariton (Rtdsy 
25 ApriL 
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much involved in the event. 

“All eyes were on the World 
Championship last weekend 
with the draw for the first round. 
But now the draw is out of the 
way I'm focused on this event 
and rising to the challenge.” 

Davis, the world No 10, re- 
covered from 2-0 down to beat 
the out of touch Glaswegian 
with a five-frame unanswered 
brash “I can consider myself for- 
tunate to win 5-2 because it’s a 
ridiculous scoreline for the way 
the first half of the match went,” 
explained the six times former 
world champion. 

’AJan could easOy have been 
3-1 up and Tm not sure it’s a 
match he’ll be very pleased 
with." 


Golf 

George WBson, deputy secretary of the 
St Andrews Royal and Ancient Golf Club, 
cBed on Wednesday aged 58. Wlson, 
bom in Lenzie, joined the famous dub 
in 1973 and was made deputy secre- 
tary 10 years iatet 
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Ice hockey 

mar Dans 5 NT bknden 4; Monmai 4 Hen- 
tod 1; Oram 2 Buttefc 0: Toronto 3 Rondo J; 
Oataodo 5 CMpoy t Attown 5 Sen Jow 5 rod. 

Rugby Unloo 

Dele McIntosh, the RxXypricId and Wales 
No 8 forward. Is out for the remainder 
of the season after breaking hls arm for 
the fifth time in his career, me 27-yeap- 
otd vlce-captaln, loins skipper Nefl 
Jenkins on the sidelines for the league 
title match with Pontypridd leading 
Swansea by five pofoB. 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESUJ& Coarogo 
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RM Cam (Gr« 167 615 159 15-11 DJen- 


arc going wrong expensively. 

Then there is the change in 
tbep^chologyoflhegamc. Fol- 
lowers of Super League dubs 
have been assured so often 
that everything is going U) be, 
well, super that, when it is not, 
there has to be a scapegoat. 

Chairmen being no more in- 
clined to sack themselves than 
they ever were, the buck stops 
with the mnp with the clipboard 
and, increasingly, the worried 
expression. 


Selectors 
backed 
over Catt 

Rugby Union 


Corel du Plessis, the Springbok 
coach, yesterday backed the 
decision of the Lions selectors 
to omit Mike Catt, the South 
African-born outside-half from 
the British Isles squad to tour 
the Republic in May and June. 

Scotland’s Gregor Tbwnscnd 
and England’s Paul Grayson 
were picked instead of CatL 
“He wasn’t at the level one 
should expect from a lest play- 
er and 1 have to say I wasn't sur- 
prised al his omission," du 
Plessis said of Catt's absence. 

“There were one or two new 
names in the squad but no ma- 
jor shocks. I thought we mighi sec 

Jonathan Davies in there - he is 
an attacking fly-half, a play- 
maker- but in GregM-Tuwnscnd 
they have a player with the same 
sort of ability." 

“It’s a well-balanced squad. 
There’s two good teams in 
there with the midweek team 
well matched with the likely Tfesa 
side. But it will be interesting to 
see what combinations they 
put together. 

“The pack is heavy and strong 
with good ball^winners and line- 
out men, while the bock line has 
been beefed up defensively with 
some of the rugby league play- 
ers who have retumeato rugby 
union. Tm quite interested to see 
how they work out their fly-halt 
full-back and wing combina- 
tions though. 

“If they have Gregor 
Tbwnsend at fly-half, do they 
have Nefl Jenkins at full-back? 
He is a reliable place -kicker but 
is he going to make it as the lest 
full-back?” 

The Lions play three Tests 
against the Springboks as well as 
10 matches against provincial 
sides. “There is seen to be a gap 
between the northern and south- 
ern hemisphere games but 1 
have seen a change in the Five 
Nations thisyear," du Plesras said. 

The Ireland wing Simon Ge- 
oghegan admitted yesterday 
that his rugby career is in the 
balance because of toe prob- 
lems. Geoghegan, 28, withdrew 
from the Lions squad on Mon- 
day, having originally been se- 
lected to tour South Africa this 
summer, and was replaced tty 
England’s Iboy Underwood. 

“Now, m have to go bade and 
speak to the surgeons. I will tnr 
something else, but if it doesn't 
work out then I will have to 
hang up my boots,” he said. “Al 
the moment, my main concern 
is try and get these feet right for 
the rest of my life." 
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TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of presidents that B 
the organising committee » 
for the 2000 Sydney Olympic ' 
Games has had in the past i 
13 months- A new chief ex- 
ecutive, Sandy HoUoway, was 
appointed ywterday. 


Other sports 

TOMS: Dan Cfa &uo-Africa Zone Soup 
One atcontl roun* Greer Britain vZJmbab- 
MlUACoatriPtece). 

SNOQKBb Biattf) Open [ptynoul)). 
SQUASH; Brito) Open BfauSfl). 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 2/4/97. The winning numbers: 5, IO, 17, 25, 40, 43. Sonus number: 8. 






j Match 6 (JackDoO 

2 

£1.726.777 

£3.453.554 

i March 5 plus bonus oaJi 

15 

£70.842 

£1.062.630 

Maloti 5 

587 

£1.131 

£663.897 

Match 4 

30.335 

£48 

£1.456.080 

Match 3 

518.728 

£10 

£5.187.280 

TOTALS 

549.667 


£11.823.441 

eCancrk* Group (ft. B»yero hhibs bo 16 ei oner. 

Bieakece iptue* romleo sown to nwcsllli. £5.291 
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Mulligan and Richard Dunwoody, about to coBide with the Aintree turf yesterday, escaped injury but two other horses were destroyed on the first day of the Grand National meeting. Fatality also 
marred the Dubai World Cup, when the Japanese runner Hokuto Vega broke a foreleg. The British-trained Sfogspiel went on to claim the richest prize in racing of £LAm Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Van de Velde joins Warrington as Harris departs 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


Darryl Van de Velde was yes- 
terday appointed as the new 
coach of vrarringlon as they sold 
Icstyn Hams to Leeds and as 
John Joyner departed from 
Van de Velde's previous club, 
Castleford. 

This dizzying sequence of 
events unfolded within a few 
hours yesterday. Warrington 
got in first with the announce- 


ment that Van de Velde, in 
charge at Castleford for five 
years before becoming chief 
executive of the South Queens- 
land Crushers and later coach 
at Huddersfield, has replaced 
his fellow-Australian, John Do- 
rahy. who resigned last week. 

“They have got some talent 
here." Van dc Velde said. “Al- 
though l will need to bring in a 
couple of new players, I've told 
the existing players that I’ve got 
an open mind and that they are 
all in my plans if they show me 


they have something to offer." 

Vhnde\telde starts bis new job 
with around £300,000 in the cof- 
fers following the sale of Harris 
to Leeds. The Leeds Academy 
player, Danny Sculthorpe, 
younger brother of Whrrington’s 
Paul, also gpes to WMerepool as 
pan of the transaction. 

“Its Leeds' biggest signing for 
45 years," said chief executive 
Gary Hetheringtoa of the dub's 
record deaL Harris, on the trans- 
fer list at a world record £1 J5m 
since last July, said that he was 


relieved not to have become the 
game's first £lm player, al- 
though his move is the second- 
biggest - after the £440,000 paid 
by Wigan to Widnes for Martin 
Offiah - in pure cash teems. 

Dean BeQ has put him straight 
into the squad for tonight's home 
game against Wigan, although be 
has not yet decided in which po- 
sition be wOl play him. 

Joyner’s departure from 
Castleford, after four Super 
League defeats and a Challenge 
Cup exit at the hands of Salford, 


ends a 25-year association with 
his home-town club as player 
and coach and is further proof 
that there is little room for sen- 
timent in the modem game. 

As a parting by mutual agree- 
ment was announced, the dub’s 
chairman, Philip Hmdle, said: 
“John has been a magnificent 
servant at the dub for a very long 
lime. He has put in a great deal 
of hard work over the close sea- 
son, but the results have been 
disappointing. We wish him all 
the best for the future.” 


Castleford will advertise fora 
successor, but such is the nature 
of the coaching raeny^o-round 
that Steve Simms, who left Hal- 
ifax last month, could be aeon- 
tender, as would the Castle- 
ford-bom Andy Goodway, 
should he carry out his threat to 
resign at Oldham. The former as- 
sistant coach Mick Morgan has 
taken over as caretaker. 

The Bradford prop Brian Mc- 
Dermott has been suspended for 
four matches for striking three 
opponents towards the end of his 


side's Silk Cut Challenge Cup 
victory over Leeds list Saturday. 
The suspension will leave Mc- 
Dermott free to play for the Bulls 
at Wembley on 3 May. 

His Leeds namesake, Barrie, 
W3S suspended for three match- 
es for a high tackle in the same 
match, detected on video. He win 
appeal against the ban this morn- 
ing. Another Leeds forward, 
Tferry Newton, escaped suspen- 
sion despite being found guilty 
of using his knees in the tackle. 
League of impatience, page 31 


RuistinoAsprilla was among six 
players to be shown red cards in 
four matches as the hd on the 
simmering pot known as the 
South American. World Cup 
qualifying group was well and 
truly blown off on Wednesday 
it. 


i La Paz Argentina's Nelson 
Vivas was sent off for two book- 
able offences in quick succession 
agains t Bolivia, and he should 
have been followed by Gusta- 
vo Zapata, but Zapata's re- 
fusal to leave sparked the first 
brawl of the night. The main 
event, though, came when Ar- 
gentina’s Julio Cruz ran off the 
pitch to fetch the ball near the 
Bolivian bench. 

The Bolivian team assistant. 
Javier Avila, allegedly punched 
Cruz several times and knocked 
him down. Other Argentinian 
players and Bolivian riot police 
joined in the fight while spec- 
tators hurled projectiles. A po- 
liceman left Argentina’s Carlos 
Roja in severe pain by spraying 
him in the face with gas. After 
17 minutes of “injury time", the 
game ended 2- 1 to Bolivia. 

In Asuncion, the Paraguayan 
goalkeeper Jose Luis Chilavert 
came to blows with Colombia’s 
Asprflla late in the game. The 
incident. In the 81sr minute, led 
to a penalty which was converted 
by Maurido Sema to wipe out 
Paraguay’s lead. But Derlis Soto 
slid in Paraguay’s winner less 
than two minutes later. 

In Lima, Ecuador ended with 
nine men after forward Agustin 
Delgado was sent off in the 48th 
minute and the captain. Luis 
Capurro, followed in the 84th 
minute for hitting an oppo- 
nent. Ecuador still managed to 
draw 1-1 with Peru. 

Uruguay beat Venezuela 3- 1 
in relative peace and quiet, all 
of which means that the group 
is still wide open with seven 
games each to play. The top 
four countries qualify. 

Paraguay, with 20 points, 
look set to reach the finals for 
the first time since 1986. Colom- 
bia, with 17, also look a good 
beL But behind them Argenti- 
na are involved in an almighty 
scramble on 13 points with Bo- 
livia, Ecuador and Uruguay. 
Peru, on 10 points, and Chile, on 
nine cannot be counted out. 
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ACROSS 

1 A joke accepted by Irish- 
man mostly with dignity (S) 

> Chap attending church had 
moved to the music (6) 

10 Play Monopoly after mak- 
ing threats'.’ (9. 6) 

[1 Rulers in the main taken 
round in limos (71 

12 Stick with study after first 
of teachers walked over (7) 

13 Holy book one dropped af- 
ter most of short argument 
(81 

15 Girl disputed issue (5) 

18 Topic of article by the 
writer (5) 

10 Need coal embroidered 
with yam? (8) 

13 Broadcast, tasteless, caus- 
ing upset at a high level (7) 

>5 Face that is evident in dub 

(7) 


26 It might be a play! (3, 5, 3, 

27 Bridge players pocketing 
stake in French city (6) 

28 Good grain given to family 
supplying leather (8) 

DOWN 

1 Doctor taking on one rich 
family (6) 

2 Lave to be embraced by 
gjri? Another girl, without 
question, is buxom and 
beaulifol (9) 

3 Composer meant to show 
variations in it (7) 

4 I bad longed initially to be 
accepted by big heroes (5) 

6 Ready to love American - 
repeatedly love American? 
Thai’s about right (7) 

7 Punished one m the last 
month, after upset (5) 


Thursdays solution 
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8 Used telephone in act 
that's insane (8) 

9 16, one could say (2, 2, 4} 
14 Leader of boats is missing 

half of each body of water 
(5,3) 

16 9, one could say (2, 2, 5) 

17 Don't get carried away - 
boyfriend never turned up 
!&2> 

19 The Italian is trapped by 
woman with the old baleful 
influence (4, 3) 

21 A number of Irish police 
(not first-class) held up po- 


lice operation (7) 

('lOU 


22 Person mostly found round 
both sides ofcity (61 

24 Some well-known EU or- 
ganisations set up in 
French city (5) 

25 Young lad gets a dollar, 
and nothing more (5) 


Delgado in at the Davis Cup deep end 


Tennis 


JOHN ROBERTS 

David Lloyd, in contrast to his 
cricketing namesake, is unlike- 
ly to be calling up the phrase 
“we murdered ’em" in relation 
to a match against Zimbabwe. 
The Davis Cup captain is sim- 
ply relieved to be able to send 
out a team. 

What promised to be a week- 
end of optimism at the Crystal 
Palace National Spans Centre, 
with expectations of Britain 
taking another step towards 
the World Group, appeared 
doom-laden after injuries elim- 
inated Tim Henman and Greg 
Rusedski 

Vilified though our crick- 
eters are, they at least number 
more than two at the highest 
level, although, to be fair, few 


tennis nations could afford to 
compete without their top play- 
er, let alone both of them. 

Lloyd, in the circumstances, 
has chosen Jamie Delgado, 20, 
and Andrew Richardson, 23, to 
make their debut against the 
Zimbabwean brothers Black, 
Byron and Whyne. 

Delgado, Britain's No 1 for 
the occasion on the strength of 
a world ranking of No 260, 
opens the lie at noon today 
against Wayne Black, Zimbab- 
we’s No 2, who is ranlmd No 27 1 
on the ATP Tour computer. 
Richardson, No 266 in the world, 
then plays the experienced By- 
ron Blank, ranked No 46. 

Should Britain fail to win ei- 
ther of the opening singles rub- 
bers. the doubles partnership of 
NcQ Broad (an Olympic silver 
medallist with Henman) and 
Mark Pstchey wOl have to defeat 


the brothers Black tomorrow in 
order to keep the tie alive for 
Sunday’s reverse singles - Del- 


lardon v Wayne Black. 

Victory would take Britain 
into the promotion round for 
the World Group in September. 
Defeat would bring a trip to 
Ukraine in July, the week after 
Wimbledon, for a EurtV African 
Zone Group I tie. 

Delgado, 5ft 8in from War- 
wickshire, is a product of the 
David Uoyd Slater Squad who 
came to prominence as a junior, 
winning the 14 and under singles 
title at the Orange Bowl in Mi- 
ami in 1991. He has yet to make 
an impact on the main Tour. 

Ridardson, a 6ft 7in left-han- 
der from Lincolnsbire, is a for- 
mer pupil at the Rover LTA 
School at Bisham Abbey who 
has shown encouraging signs of 


graduating from the satellite 
and challenger circuits. 

Given the option of selecting 
the 26-year-bld Petcbey (ranked 
No 196) for the singles, Uqyd 
decided that the Essex player’s 
poor record in the competition 
represented more of a gamble 
than the blooding of Delgado 
and Richardson. 

“This is a great opportunity 
for Jamie and Andrew to show 
us what they can da” Uoyd said. 
**I am certain they will not let 
ns down, although 1 know this 
is probably the biggest match of 
their careers." 

Delgado marvelled at die dif- 
ference a week has ma de. “I was 
not in the team to start with, and 
now Tm playing No X," he said. 
“It’s bound to be a difficult con- 
test, with Tun and Greg unable 
to play, but anything can happen 
in the Davis Cup. I've played 


team competitions before, but 
never at this level, so I shall be 
a little bit nervous and excited, 
but I think I shall be all right. J 
spoke to Tim on the phone only 
this morning. He said. ‘Just go 
for it, you have nothing to lose’." 

Richardson acknowledged 
that he had never played a more 
important match. “I don’t think 
Tshall be too nervous," he added, 
“because Tm playing the best I’ve 
ever played in recent weeks." 

The Crystal Palace’s 2300 ca- 
pacity is sold out today and Sun- 
day, but a number of seats are 
available for tomorrow’s dou- 
bles. The venue was chosen 
partly because several other 
suitable indoor arenas were al- ? 
ready booked but also because 
Uoyd has fond memories of 
Britain's victore there against 
Australia which took them to 
the final in 1978. Happy days. 


Lamb launches strong defence of English game 




Tim Lamb, the chief executive 
of the England and Wales 
Cricket Board, has defended the 
state of English cricket, follow- 
ing the damning observations on 
the domestic game from the ed- 
itor of Wisden. Matthew Engel, 
in the 134th edition of the 
Cricketers' Almanack. 

Lamb took the on usual step 
of responding to the criticisms 
in Engel's Editor’s Notes, where 
it had been claimed; “Cricket in 


the UK has become unattrac- 
tive to the overwhelming ma- 
jority of die population." 

According to Lamb, howev- 
er, English cricket is in good 
shape both on and off the pitch, 
citing six reasons for his opti- 
mism. He said more children 
than ever are playing the sport; 
the ECB investing heavily in 
grass roots development in 
every county; there are a mil- 


cricket 


fobs (4,000 


lion youngsters 
. in schools am 
clubs have junior sections), and 
there are more than 10 million 
followers of the game; tiiere is 
an excellent revenue base fu- 
elled by ticket sales, broad- 
casting contracts . and' 
sponsorship; almost all tickets 
for the forthcoming Ashes se- 
ries are sold, and broadcasting 
agreements provide for hun- 


dreds of hours of media cover- 
age of the game; the England 
A team and Under-19s teams 
are consistently successful and 
there was a marked improve- 
ment mlhe senior team's per- 
formances In New Zealand. 

“Dicker Is thriving in this 
country; and the general level of 
interest in the game has never 
been higher. All this , hardly 
points to a game in crisis," he 


OPubtalttl ty Ncwifttper PuftCshm* PLC, J Canada Sqpnt, Cfflwy Union £14 SDL. tad proud flr Mirror CMuiirPrmuSi 
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said. “However, we do accen 
that it is inevitable that rhi 
game wflf be judged to a lar^v 
extent by the performances o 
the national side and we acctn 

thatour results at Tfest level neec 

to improve. But the game a*, - 
whole is In a very healthy state ' 

Engel claimed: “Amid th, 
general global mood of crick 
eti'ng expansionism, Englant 
is a spectacular and potential. 

exce P tio °- It 
1996^97 the national tea* 

reached a point where even ih. 

good days Were bad." 


Leicester’s superhero 

Coca-Cola Cup final keeper Kasey 
Keller talks to Phil Shaw, page 30 


sport 
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Hickman's high hopes 

Guy Hodgson meets a swimmer 
with an eye on gold, page 31 




ALAN NIXON 


Cohn Hendry is staying with 
Blackburn Rovers and will turn 
down the opportunity to join 
Rangers or Newcastle United. 
The Scotland centre-back has 
had heart-to-heart talks with 
Jack Walker, the Rovers own- 
er, and has been persuaded to 
remain at his adopted home. 

Hendry had grown restless at 
Rovers this season because of 
Lheir disappointing campaign. 


and interest from die Scottish 
champions and Newcastle fu- 
elled speculation that he was 
about to leave Ewood Rut, How- 
ever, the prospect of a coac hing 
post and a promise that the dub 
wiD make up £50m available to the 
new manager. Roy Hodgson, 
when be arrives in summer has 
been enough to convince Hendiy 
to stay. He wffl commit himself to 
a new contract which will take his 
earnings to about £12,000 a week. 

Football Association of Ire- 
land officials are backing the na- 
tional manager, Mick 


McCarthy, who is asking critics 
to keep "giving him a fair 
chance” despite the 3-2 World 
Cup defeat in Macedonia. 

Pat Quigley, the FATs presi- 
dent, said McCarthy had the full 
support of his association and 
would be kept on for at least the 
two years of his contract, signed 
in March. Disillusioned Irish 
fans are ready with a campaign 
to put McCarthy’s job under 
pressure, but the former Ireland 
centre-back, who is took over 
from the hero-worshipped Jack 
Chariton, seems secure. 


“Mick has got the difficult 
job, because we no longer have 
the Paul McGraths and people 
like that at the stage where they 
were top of the pops, and it’s go- 
ing to take time to blend to- 
gether all the new players he has 
had to bring in," Quigley said. 
“But Mick knows himself what 
lies in front of him, and he’s only 
half-way through his contract. 
I would be very sad if people 
didn't give him a fair chance." 

Scottish Eons have no reason 
to worry about their national 
Brown, who has 


steered Scotland to a seven- 
point lead in their World Cup 
qualifying group after the vic- 
tory over Austria at Celtic Park, 
Their problem lies with televi- 
sion. BBC Scotland confirmed 
yesterday that there win be no 
live coverage of the Group 
Four match against Sweden in 
Gothenburg on 30 ApriL Only 
hi g hli g hts of apotentiafty deci- 
sive fixture wifi be shown. 

M We try to provide Scotland 

supporters with com pr ehensive 
coverage when budget con- 
straints allow," a BBC 


spokesman said. “Bat we have 
to make decisions cm the fund- 
ing available to us and we have 
already shown live four games 
out of six in Scotland's World 
Cup group. Wb will have live ra- 
dio coverage of the maichin 
Sweden and an extended high- 
lights package from Gothen- 
burg," a. BBC spokesman said. 

Paul Gascoigne coitid be 
back in a Rangers jersey with- 
in a fortnight The England 
midfielder has had the piaster 
removed from the ankle he in- 
jured in a six-a-side tournament 


in Amsterdam at the end of Jan- 
uary and isback in training: He 
hopes to make a first-team re- 
turn against Raith on 15ApriL 
RaithWffl also provide the op- 
ponents when Tbitrtny Johnson 
makes his Celtic debut on Sat- 
urday, but Us transfer from As- 
ton villa is still under scrutiny. 
The agent, Blair Morgan, insis ts 
Celtic are in the dear' aver 
their £2.4ra move for Johnson 
despite allegations that an un- 
licensed agent, Kevin Mason, 
was involved in the deal. - 
Fife, the governing body of 


Horses and jockeys are made to suffer on a day of racing uncertainties 


world football, faxed the Scottish 
Football Association to start an 

inquiry into agents involved in the 
transfer last week. Fifa fined 
Celtic for using an unlicensed 
agent in the signing of Alan 
Srolias from Bolton last summer. 

“We have received a fax from 
Fife which we have passed on to 
Celtic for their comments." the 
SEA spokesman, David Find! ay- 
said. Celtic insist the deal was 
brokered only by Blair Morga n, 
who holds a Fife licence. He said 
yesterday: “Kevin Mason^was 
not involved at any stage.” 

Fighting 
Asprilla 
sent off 

ADAM SZRETER 


safe 










